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wasting the energy and the intelligence that
could build a stronger and a more prosperous
America.

When we talk about environmentally sound
products and services, we mean light bulbs and
computers and refrigerators that use less energy
and automobiles that produce less pollution.
People all across the world want to buy these
goods and services, and when we make them
in America, that means better paying and more
secure jobs and higher living standards for all
of our people.

Exchange With Reporters
June 14, 1993

Senator Arlen Specter’s Illness

The President. [Inaudible]—and obviously 1
was very concerned—need for the operation,
but our prayers are with him. And we're pulling
for him.

Q. Have you spoken to his family at all today?

The President. No, 1 wanted to wait until,
frankly, until T had all this out of the way and
until there was time to, you know, get through
the operation. Then I thought I'd call them—
later. We have a time scheduled to call, but
I haven't talked to them yet.

Q. Were you shocked and surprised?

The President. Yes. He was just here last
week, and he was—you know, he brought in
the family from the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
We've had a great visit, and we were talking
about a number of different things.

Q. Are you hopeful he’ll come back?

The President. Oh, absolutely. And I think
he will. We're certainly hopeful.

Supreme Court Nomination

Q. Mr. President, on your nomination, was
it tough for you to pass over Judge Breyer and
Secretary Babbitt? Was it a hard decision?
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Americans take pride in our know-how, our
can-do spirit, and our love of this remarkable
land that God has given us. With leaders like
the men and women here today, we can put
what is best about America to work building
a stronger economy and preserving this planet
for our children and all generations to come.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:35 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The Executive
order of June 29 which established the Council
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

The President. Well, it was hard in the sense
that they were all qualified. And there were
two or three others I thought were exceptionally
well qualified. But once I talked to her, I felt
very strongly about her. This is not a negative
thing on them. And as I said, out there in the
crowd I had a half a dozen people come up
to me and thank me for leaving Secretary Bab-
bitt at the Interior Department. They say he’s
the best Interior Secretary they'd ever seen. So
that was a real problem, but I like them all.
I thought they were all superbly well qualified.
And I think that they will be in the future.

There was no negative—it was a positive posi-
tion being able to pick the person I thought
would be best at this time, a purely positive
choice. In that sense it was a joy to make, but
not easy. You can see today from—she’s an ex-
traordinary woman. She has incredible inner
strength and character. And I think it will com-
municate itself and really help to create a good
atmosphere at the Court.

NoTE: The exchange began at 4:55 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.
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