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to be faced up to. But people come from all
over the world to Mexico to come in here. And
they don’t have to pay $30,000, they just pay
the—[inaudible]—about $500.

Ms. Meissner. Well, obviously we have a—
between the United States and Mexico is a bor-
der between countries with the largest income
differential of any countries that have a single
border. So there’s going to be an effort for
people to come to the United States. We obvi-
ously need to do border control, but we also
need to be thinking about development to our
south. And the NAFTA that is going to be de-
bated in the next couple of months is a very,
very important step in that direction, and I hope
that we can support it.

The President. We did not rehearse this, but
let me, if I might reinforce that. We have asked
for more border guards. I asked for several hun-
dred more in the jobs package that I asked
the Congress to pass earlier. And we can do
a better job. I think that’s clear. We can do
a better job if we have more people. But in
the end, I think what Ms. Meissner said has
to be looked at, the pure economic realities.

One of the arguments for having the right
kind of trade agreement with Mexico is to raise
incomes in Mexico and create more jobs there.
They’ll not only buy more of our products, but
the incentive to leave home to make a decent
living for one’s family will go down dramatically.
So that’s another one of the very important ben-
efits of NAFTA. And I swear we did not coordi-
nate our responses. I didn’t know she was going
to say that.

Enforcement
Q. Do you think that employer sanctions

should be made in order to control better this
kind of problem in the United States?

Ms. Meissner. I believe that employer sanc-
tions is an important enforcement tool. I think
when the Congress passed employer sanctions
in 1986, it realized, and everybody else who
was involved in the debate realized, that it was
simply a first step at the kind of workplace en-
forcement that we would need. We may need
to look at ways to perfect the law. We certainly
need to look at whether we’re enforcing it as
effectively as we can.

Q. Mr. President, a couple of questions. How
much is this going to cost, if you know? And
on your list of priorities, and I know you have
a lot, where do you place this? Is this close
to the top or in the middle or someplace else?

The President. Keep in mind we have a large
budget already, and we have a wonderful re-
source in the United States Coast Guard and
a lot of other people who are working in the
Immigration and Naturalization Service. So I
don’t have a price tag for what else it might
cost. But let me say that this basically relates
to everything else we’re working on. What our
immigration policy is will affect our ability to
create jobs for our people, will affect our ability
to provide health care to our people, may affect
our ability even to pass a health care program
in the United States Congress. This issue will
be a priority because it is so integrally a part
of so many of the other things that we’re dealing
with in our effort to revive the American econ-
omy and strengthen the lives and the security
of the people who live here.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:49 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.
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Middle East Peace Process
Q. Your Highness, what do you think are the

prospects for peace soon? Does it look any bet-
ter to you now?

King Hussein. I believe that some possible
ground has been covered. We are still a long

way from getting there, but there is no other
alternative. I believe that we must do everything
we can not to let the moment pass without——

Q. What’s the main stumbling block?
King Hussein. It would complicate, possibly,

to attempt to try to explain what the main stum-
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bling block is. I believe that it’s one of, hope-
fully, the Palestinians being able to feel that
they are able to speak for themselves and con-
tribute their share in shaping the peace that
is comprehensive, that is so very, very important
to all of us.

Q. Do you think Israel will be amenable now
to recognizing a Palestinian state?

King Hussein. I don’t know what Israel would
accept or otherwise, but I believe that there
is one important element, and that is that people
on either side of the divide feel that this is
the moment and are determined to continue
to move ahead until a comprehensive just peace
is—that future generations can enjoy.

Q. That’s a pretty subdued tie you have on,
Mr. President.

The President. Well, it’s not Mickey Mouse.
[Laughter]

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Q. Mr. President, how do you feel about to-
day’s visit and relations with Jordan?

The President. I’m very pleased that the King
is here. I have looked forward to this visit for
a long time. And I am very, very impressed
by the progress which has been made in Jordan
moving toward economic reforms, moving to-
ward democracy. And also I am very grateful
for the support of the peace process that the
King has demonstrated so consistently. I have
the feeling that maybe all the parties have now
concluded not that they have no difference but
that there is no alternative to peace. And if
we do see this thing through and find some
resolution, that will be in no small measure be-
cause King Hussein for so many years has per-
sistently pushed us toward peace. And the
United States will do what it can to help achieve
that.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:56 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Exchange With Reporters Following Discussions With King Hussein of
Jordan
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Budget Proposal

Q. Do you like the budget?
The President. I think in the end, I like it

a lot. It’s not done yet. We’re not even through
the Senate yet. We’ve got a lot of work to do.

Q. Mr. President, what’s your reaction to the
reprimand accepted by General Campbell?

Q. What do you think about—for Campbell?

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Discussions With King Hussein

Q. What did you accomplish today in the
meeting, sir?

The President. Talked a lot about the peace
process. I learned about the King’s position; he

learned about the United States position. We
talked a little about Iraq and the imperative
nature of continuing to enforce those sanctions
and being very tough on them. We talked about
his efforts to democratize the country and to
modernize the economy and deal with all the
things he’s dealt with over the last 40 years
and especially the last 3. It was a very, very
good meeting.

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:50 p.m. at the
Diplomatic Entrance at the White House. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.
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