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Nomination for Posts at the Department of Labor

June 25, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate economists Bernard Anderson
and Katharine Abraham to positions at the De-
partment of Labor. If confirmed, Anderson will
serve as Assistant Secretary for the Employment
Standards Administration, and Abraham will
serve as Commissioner of Labor Statistics.

The President’s Radio Address
June 26, 1993

Good morning. I want to talk to you about
the battle that I've been waging to fulfill the
central commitment of my campaign for Presi-
dent: to make the economy grow, create jobs,
and make our Government in Washington work
again for all the American people.

But first, let me take just a moment to con-
gratulate the FBI, the New York Police Depart-
ment, and the United States attorney in New
York for breaking up the terrorist ring. The
American people need to be reassured by the
effectiveness and the determination of our Fed-
eral authorities at the national and at the local
level to combat terrorism. And the people who
would engage in these kinds of acts in this coun-
try need to know that we're going to be tough
on anyone, anywhere in the world, who threat-
ens or carries out terrorist actions against any
American citizen.

Back to the economy. For years, your Govern-
ment in Washington refused to make the hard
decisions necessary for America to compete and
win in a global economy. Very often, political
leaders told you exactly what you wanted to
hear, but they didn’t hear your real problems
or honor your values. For more than a decade,
the National Government borrowed and spent,
raised taxes on the middle class, reduced the
burden on the privileged, ran up the huge na-
tional debt we now have, and discouraged the
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“Applying adequate enforcement standards
and tracking the well-being of our Nation’s work
force are two of the Labor Department’s most
important responsibilities,” said the President.
“Bernard Anderson and Katharine Abraham will
fulfill them with rigor and integrity.”

creation of jobs by reducing our investment.
Meanwhile, we ignored problems like health
care and the cost and availability of that service
and many others.

Now, if we want to preserve the American
dream, opportunity for those who work hard
and play by the rules, we have to change. And
change is hard. For the last 5 months, I've been
fighting for a plan to create economic growth,
one that reduces the deficit and brings down
interest rates and increases investment in edu-
cation, technology, and jobs. It requires deep
spending cuts and some tax increases, asking
by far the most from those who have the most
to pay.

Congress is rising to the occasion. Last month
the House voted for a new direction, and just
this week the Senate acted courageously in
doing the same. In the next few weeks, rep-
resentatives from both the House and the Sen-
ate will be meeting to reconcile the differences
between the two bills. The negotiations will be
difficult, but I'm going to work hard to keep
the essential characteristics of the economic plan
that I believe so deeply in: at least $500 billion
of deficit reduction in a trust fund so that the
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cuts and the taxes can’t go to anything else,
cuts at least as big as tax increases, if not larger;
over three-quarters of the tax increases coming
from the top 6 percent of income earners; and
real incentives to create new jobs and to encour-
age the working poor, to move people from
welfare to work. We're finally getting our house
in order, delivering the changes that America
needs.

This program, as I said, reduces the deficit
by $500 billion, and you should know again that
there are $250 billion of spending cuts in the
program, over 100 cuts of over $100 million
or more. The revenues that are raised are raised
from those who can most afford to pay. This
program protects the middle class, something
that would not have happened in the 1980
when Washington reduced taxes on the wealthi-
est Americans and raised them on the middle
class. For every $10 in deficit reduction in my
plan, 85 comes from spending cuts, $5 comes
from new revenues. Of those revenues, $3.75
comes from the wealthiest 6 percent of Ameri-
cans, almost 80 percent from people with in-
comes above $200,000 in the Senate plan; and
$1.25 comes from the middle class.

All this money is locked up now in a deficit
reduction trust fund, which protects the money
for the next 5 years for bringing down our defi-
cit. The plan is bold and fair; itll work. It's
a sharp departure from the tax-and-spend poli-
cies of the seventies and the trickle-down eco-
nomics of the eighties. It reduces the deficit;
it invests and grows the economy. It's a new
direction.

Still, there are some in Washington who use
the same old tired rhetoric they used in the
eighties to attack this kind of direction, while
they followed borrow-and-spend, trickle-down
policies. Last week, the only other plan offered
to the American people was offered by my Sen-
ate opponents. Well, the plan fell more than
$100 billion short of the $500 billion deficit
reduction bill. And most regrettably, it asks even
more of the middle class, of veterans, and mil-
lions of elderly people just above the poverty
line. It asks those people to do with less in
terms of benefits, especially in health care, so
that the top one percent of the American people
whose incomes went up and whose taxes went
down in the eighties could go scot-free in the
battle to reduce the deficit, bring down interest
rates, and get investment back in the American
economy. The plan was defeated and for good

reason. Instead of protecting one group at the
expense of others, it's time that everyone made
a contribution to help everyone by reducing
spending fairly and by investing in the future
wisely and by growing the economy.

When the Senate and the House meet to
write the final plan, were all going to work
together to set a new course for economic
growth. When Congress finalizes the details, I'm
going to work as hard as I can to insist that
the principles I have talked about repeatedly
for 5 months, and indeed during all of 1992
as well, will be followed in shaping this law.
We need $500 billion in deficit reduction, in
spending cuts, and in taxes which fall almost
completely on the wealthiest Americans. We ab-
solutely must put all the net savings from cuts
and taxes in a deficit trust fund so the Govern-
ment can’t touch it over the next 5 years. We
ought to keep the incentives in my plan for
business growth, especially small businesses
which create most of the new jobs in America.
And finally, we ought to keep our commitment
to the 18 percent of the American people who
work but are still below the poverty line. Under
our plan, if you work full-time and you're still
below the poverty line, we will lift you out of
poverty by not taxing you and keeping you in
poverty.

People who have the courage to change
should be rewarded. I know the economy is
still struggling, and most Americans are still
working too hard for too little. But at least there
are some very important economic trends that
have begun to move in the right direction. The
best news is, new jobs are finally coming back
into the American economy. In the last 5
months, as interest rates have dropped to 20-
year lows in response to our efforts to bring
the deficit down, more than 755,000 new jobs,
90 percent of them in the private sector, have
been created. In the first 4 months of this year,
more jobs in the construction industry were cre-
ated than in any similar period in the last 9
years.

These are good and hopeful trends. Our plan
builds on this progress. I know we’ve got a long
way to go. But as always, if welll just act in
a way that’s consistent with our values and if
we’ll all pull together, we can move our country
in the right direction, meet the challenges of
the global economy, and create jobs and oppor-
tunity for all Americans again.

Thanks for listening.
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NOTE: This address was recorded at 3:50 p.m. on
June 25 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 26.

Address to the Nation on the Strike on Iraqi Intelligence Headquarters

June 26, 1993

My fellow Americans, this evening I want to
speak with you about an attack by the Govern-
ment of Iraq against the United States and the
actions we have just taken to respond.

This past April, the Kuwaiti Government un-
covered what they suspected was a car bombing
plot to assassinate former President George
Bush while he was visiting Kuwait City. The
Kuwaiti authorities arrested 16 suspects, includ-
ing 2 Iraqi nationals. Following those arrests,
I ordered our own intelligence and law enforce-
ment agencies to conduct a thorough and inde-
pendent investigation. Over the past several
weeks, officials from those agencies reviewed a
range of intelligence information, traveled to
Kuwait and elsewhere, extensively interviewed
the suspects, and thoroughly examined the fo-
rensic evidence.

This Thursday, Attorney General Reno and
Director of Central Intelligence Woolsey gave
me their findings. Based on their investigation
there is compelling evidence that there was, in
fact, a plot to assassinate former President Bush
and that this plot, which included the use of
a powerful bomb made in Iraq, was directed
and pursued by the Iraqi intelligence service.

We should not be surprised by such deeds,
coming as they do from a regime like Saddam
Hussein’s, which is ruled by atrocity, slaughtered
its own people, invaded two neighbors, attacked
others, and engaged in chemical and environ-
mental warfare. Saddam has repeatedly violated
the will and conscience of the international com-
munity. But this attempt at revenge by a tyrant
against the leader of the world coalition that
defeated him in war is particularly loathsome
and cowardly. We thank God it was unsuccess-
ful. The authorities who foiled it have the appre-
ciation of all Americans.

It is clear that this was no impulsive or ran-
dom act. It was an elaborate plan devised by
the Iragqi Government and directed against a
former President of the United States because
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of actions he took as President. As such, the
Iraqi attack against President Bush was an attack
against our country and against all Americans.
We could not and have not let such action
against our Nation go unanswered.

From the first days of our Revolution, Ameri-
ca’s security has depended on the clarity of this
message: Don’t tread on us. A firm and com-
mensurate response was essential to protect our
sovereignty, to send a message to those who
engage in state—sponsored terrorism, to deter
further violence against our people, and to af-
firm the expectation of civilized behavior among
nations.

Therefore, on Friday I ordered our forces to
launch a cruise missile attack on the Iraqi intel-
ligence service’s principal command-and-control
facility in Baghdad. Those missiles were
launched this afternoon at 4:22 eastern daylight
time. They landed approximately an hour ago.
I have discussed this action with the congres-
sional leadership and with our allies and friends
in the region. And I have called for an emer-
gency meeting of the United Nations Security
Council to expose Iraq’s crime.

These actions were directed against the Iraqi
Government, which was responsible for the as-
sassination plot. Saddam Hussein has dem-
onstrated repeatedly that he will resort to terror-
ism or aggression if left unchecked. Our intent
was to target Iraq’s capacity to support violence
against the United States and other nations and
to deter Saddam Hussein from supporting such
outlaw behavior in the future. Therefore, we
directed our action against the facility associated
with Iraq’s support of terrorism, while making
every effort to minimize the loss of innocent
life.

There should be no mistake about the mes-
sage we intend these actions to convey to Sad-
dam Hussein, to the rest of the Iraqi leadership,
and to any nation, group, or person who would
harm our leaders or our citizens. We will com-
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