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out regard to your party or philosophy, when
the August recess is over, let us join again in
the common work of American renewal. There
is so much to be done that can only be done
if we’re all willing to carry our share of the
load. Clearly, that is what the American people
want us to do.

In the very first week when the Congress
comes back, the Senate will have a chance to
demonstrate that bipartisan spirit by passing the
national service plan that the House has already
passed and opening up the opportunity for hun-
dreds of thousands of young Americans to pay
their college way by serving their communities
and rebuilding a sense of community in this
country. And then we will move on to the other
great issues of the day. And move on we must.
We cannot stand still.

I remember every time I do something like
this who we’re really working for: I remember
the people that Senator Moynihan and I saw
lined along the long way from the airport to
Hyde Park in New York; the people who stood
out in 3-degree weather in Chillicothe, Ohio,
to visit with me about their hopes for America;
the young people I saw at Rutgers in New Jer-

sey, in New Orleans, and in Boston, so deeply
committed to the idea of national service be-
cause they want to be in a position to give
something back to their country and to believe
that their country can work for them again; high
school students in Chicago who for the first
time are dreaming of an affordable college edu-
cation; and inner-city youths I saw at the play-
ground in Los Angeles who believe that there’s
no reason they can’t live in a neighborhood that
is free of crime and full of opportunity. These
are the people that we all came here to work
for. These are the people that we celebrate for
today.

This is a beginning. Let us resolve when this
recess is over to come back with a new deter-
mination to finish the work. And let us again
hold our hands out to those who were not part
of this process and say, ‘‘America needs us all.
Let us go forward together.’’

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:33 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. H.R. 2264, ap-
proved August 10, was assigned Public Law No.
103–66.

Remarks on the Swearing-In of Supreme Court Associate Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg
August 10, 1993

The President. Please be seated. Welcome to
the White House. It is my distinct honor to
introduce the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court.

[At this point, Chief Justice William Rehnquist
administered the oath of office, and Justice Gins-
burg then made brief remarks.]

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, before
we adjourn to the reception in honor of Justice
Ginsburg, I’d like to acknowledge the presence
here today of Senator Moynihan, who sponsored
her so strongly in the Senate, Senator Larry
Pressler of South Dakota, Senator Strom Thur-
mond of South Carolina, and the chairman of
the House Judiciary Committee, my good friend
Jack Brooks from Texas. It’s good to see all
of you here.

This was a very important appointment to me.
In one of my former lives I had the great joy

and responsibility of teaching the United States
Constitution and the decisions of the Supreme
Court under it to aspiring but not always inter-
ested law students. [Laughter] I have learned
over the course of a lifetime of practical experi-
ence what I knew then: We breathe life into
the values we espouse through our law. It gives
to every American, including the most illiterate
among us, the most totally unaware of how the
legal system works, a fair measure of our ideals
and some reality that comes into life from the
speeches given by the rest of us. There is no
one with a deeper appreciation of this fact than
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. This is a moment, this
historic moment, therefore, that all Americans
can celebrate. For no one knows better than
she that it is the law that provides the rules
that permit us to live together and that permit

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 08:07 Oct 23, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00062 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\93PAP2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1359

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Aug. 10

us to overcome the infirmities, the bigotry, the
prejudice, the limitations of our past and our
present.

Her nearly unanimous confirmation by the
United States Senate was the swiftest in nearly
two decades. Much credit must go to her own
brilliance and her thoughtful, balanced rea-
soning. But I thank Senators Moynihan and
D’Amato for their sponsorship and assistance.
I thank Chairman Biden and Senator Hatch for
their contributions and all the other Senators,
including those here present, who supported
her.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg does not need a seat
on the Supreme Court to earn a place in our
history books. She has already secured that. As
a brilliant young law school graduate she be-
came an early victim of gender discrimination
when as a woman and mother she sought noth-
ing more than that which every one of us wants,
a chance to do her work. She met this challenge
with character and determination. She took on
the complex challenges of winning what seems
now to be such a terribly simple principle, equal
treatment for women and men before the law.
Virtually every significant case brought before
the Supreme Court in the decade of the seven-
ties on behalf of women bore her mark. Today,
virtually no segment of our society has been
untouched by her efforts.

In the 1980’s, Ruth Bader Ginsburg ended
her career as a scholar and advocate and began
a new one as a judge on the United States
Court of Appeals here in the District of Colum-
bia. She has emerged as one of our country’s
finest judges, progressive in outlook, wise in
judgment, balanced and fair in her opinions.
She defied labels like ‘‘liberal’’ and ‘‘conserv-
ative,’’ just as she did in her hearing before

the Senate, to earn a reputation for something
else altogether, excellence.

And through it all she has proved that you
can have what most of us really want, a success-
ful work life and a successful family life. That
is due in no small measure to her husband of
39 years, himself a distinguished lawyer and
now, I hasten to say, for all the rest of us
fast becoming a national model of what a good
husband ought to be. [Laughter] Marty Gins-
burg, please stand up and take a bow.

Her children, Jane and James, are here. And
she became a proud grandmother of Paul and
Clara and in her announcement made them two
of the most famous grandchildren in the entire
United States.

Now Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s greatest chal-
lenge lies ahead, a challenge to which she brings
a powerful mind, a temperament for healing,
a compassionate heart, a lifetime of experience.
Her story already is a part of our history. Now
her words and her judgments will help to shape
our Nation today and well into the 21st century.

Most of us know that the inscription above
the main entrance to the Supreme Court reads:
Equal Justice Under Law. But carved into the
marble above the Court’s other entrance is an-
other telling message: Justice, the Guardian of
Liberty. In Ruth Bader Ginsburg, I believe the
Nation is getting a Justice who will be a guard-
ian of liberty for all Americans and an ensurer
of equal justice under law. We are all the better
for that.

Thank you for being here. We’re adjourned
to the reception in Justice Ginsburg’s honor.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Nomination for Ambassador to Spain
August 10, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate Columbia University pro-
fessor Richard N. Gardner to be Ambassador
to Spain.

‘‘Professor Gardner is an internationally recog-
nized authority on international law, inter-
national economic problems, and U.S.-European

relations,’’ said the President. ‘‘He will serve our
country well as Ambassador to this important
ally and trading partner.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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