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armed services. There is much more to his life
than most Americans now know. It is a great
American story. It began as so many American
stories do, in another land. General Shali was
born in Warsaw, Poland, the grandson of a Rus-
sian general in the Czar’s army, the son of a
Georgian army officer—that’s the Georgia over
there not over here—the heir of a family caught
in a crossfire of the kinds of ethnic and national
rivalries that now trouble so much of our world.
In 1944, when he was 8 years old, his family
fled in a cattle car westward to Germany in
front of the Soviet advance. He came to the
United States at the age of 16, settled in Peoria,
Illinois, and learned English from John Wayne
movies so that he could take a full course load
from his first day in school. Now I intend to
nominate this first generation American to the
highest military office in our land, on the
strength of his abilities, his character, and his
enormous potential to lead our Armed Forces.
Only in America.

I intend to nominate him, in particular, be-
cause his skills are uniquely well suited to the
security challenges we face today. He helped
revamp NATO to be a more flexible military
and political force. He created a NATO Rapid
Reaction Corps to undertake peacekeeping mis-
sions that are significantly different from our
cold war challenges. He’s been a leader in per-
suading NATO members to consider missions
outside traditional alliance boundaries, a very,
very important step in the recently announced
NATO posture with regard to Bosnia. The end
of the cold war has created many opportunities
for our security and many new threats that lurk
among the world’s continuing dangers. General

Shali is the right man to lead our forces in
this challenging era.

Our Nation is blessed with the finest military
on the face of the Earth and the best military
we have ever had. That was made clearer to
me than ever as I approached this selection,
for the top ranks of our Nation’s military are
an impressive bastion of talent, patriotism, and
vision. Nothing illustrates that better than the
great soldier whom General Shali will replace
as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. And
I want to take this opportunity before all of
America to personally thank General Colin Pow-
ell for the magnificent service and leadership
he has rendered to this country for so many
years, to thank him especially for the last several
months of difficult and challenging decision-
making we have done together, for always giving
me his most candid advice, and for the wonder-
ful job he has done of working with the other
service chiefs to come to consensus on chal-
lenging and very difficult issues. He has contrib-
uted a great deal to a grateful Nation. And I
know that we all wish him well.

I think there is no greater way for me at
least to express the respect we all feel for Gen-
eral Powell than to name as his successor such
a outstanding leader of such caliber, General
John Shalikashvili.

I now invite him to the podium for whatever
remarks he might wish to make. General Shali.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. Following his
remarks, General Shalikashvili made brief remarks
and responded to questions from reporters.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Trade With Peru
August 11, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to section 203 of the Andean Trade

Preference Act (ATPA) (19 U.S.C. 3202), I wish
to inform you of my intention to designate Peru
as a beneficiary of the trade-liberalizing meas-
ures provided for in this Act. Designation will
entitle the products of Peru, except for products
excluded statutorily, to duty-free treatment for
a period ending on December 4, 2001.

Designation is an important step for Peru in
its effort to fight against narcotics production
and trafficking. The enhanced access to the U.S.
market provided by the ATPA will encourage
the production of and trade in legitimate prod-
ucts.

My decision to designate Peru results from
consultations concluded in July 1993 between
this Administration and the Government of Peru
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regarding the designation criteria set forth in
section 203 of the ATPA. Peru has demonstrated
to my satisfaction that its laws, practices, and
policies are in conformity with the designation
criteria of the ATPA. The Government of Peru
has communicated on these matters by a letter
to the Office of the United States Trade Rep-
resentative and in so doing has indicated its
desire to be designated as a beneficiary.

On the basis of the statements and assurances
in Peru’s letter, and taking into account informa-
tion developed by the United States Embassy
and through other sources, I have concluded
that designation is appropriate at this time.

I am mindful that under section 203(e) of
the ATPA, I retain the authority to suspend,
withdraw, or limit the application of ATPA ben-
efits from any designated country if a bene-
ficiary’s laws, policies, or practices are no longer

in conformity with the designation criteria. The
United States will keep abreast of developments
in Peru that are pertinent to the designation
criteria.

This Administration looks forward to working
closely with the Government of Peru and with
the private sectors of the United States and Peru
to ensure that the wide-ranging opportunities
opened by the ATPA are fully utilized.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 12. The related proclamation of
August 11 is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Remarks on Signing Flood Relief Legislation at a Tribute to Flood Heroes
in St. Louis, Missouri
August 12, 1993

Thank you very much. Please be seated, and
good morning, to our distinguished host, Gov-
ernor Carnahan; and majority leader of the
United States House, Dick Gephardt; Secretary
Espy; Secretary Shalala; James Lee Witt; the
distinguished other Members of Congress who
are here, Congressmen Jim Talent, Alan Wheat,
Jerry Costello, Ike Skelton, and Bill Emerson.
To the distinguished Governor of Kansas, Joan
Finney, my good friend, welcome, and to all
of you from all the States who were affected
by this terrible flood.

We’re going to begin today by awarding 19
outstanding Americans Presidential Certificates
of Commendation. These recipients are everyday
people, but what they did was most extraor-
dinary. Hillary and Chelsea and I just had the
opportunity to meet them all and to talk with
them a little bit about their experiences during
the flood. Because of their efforts, lives were
saved and larger disasters were averted. In some
cases, they provided the support that kept all
the other volunteers going, and that’s what made
the difference.

In their communities, they are mothers and
fathers, business owners, police officers, and

neighbors. But in this time of crisis, they risked
their lives to save children and parents, to pull
people from troubled waters or trapped vehicles,
to feed the hungry, to provide water to people
who literally could not have had safe living con-
ditions otherwise. And most importantly, a lot
of them are committed to staying involved in
this for the long haul. It is so easy to forget
that much of the work is still to be done.

Today we salute them and others like them.
And to be sure, there are hundreds, indeed
thousands of others that we might have just
as well recognized today who took on the raging
rivers to stick up for their friends and neighbors
and total strangers.

Now I’d like to ask the FEMA Director,
James Lee Witt, to come here and present the
commendations to the individuals as they are
introduced and to thank him and all the State
FEMA directors and all the local emergency
management people for the wonderful work that
they have done also in dealing with this flood.

Mr. Witt.

[At this point, Director Witt presented the Presi-
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