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port controls on a common list of biological
organisms, toxins, and equipment.

In December 1992, Hungary hosted a seminar
on Australia Group practices for non-Australia
Group countries from Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union. The AG plans further out-
reach programs to nonmembers. Progress also
was made in the steps taken by countries outside
the Australia Group to expand chemical weapons
export controls. India announced that it would
control all chemicals on the Chemical Weapons
Convention schedules even before the CWC en-

ters into force, and China indicated that it would
do the same.

Pursuant to section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, there were no additional ex-
penses directly attributable to the exercise of
authorities conferred by the declaration of the
national emergency.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

The President’s Radio Address
August 21, 1993

Good morning. In the past few weeks, our
Nation has taken a bold first step toward a new
economic destiny. The economic program I
signed into law earlier this month reduces the
deficit and embraces the core values of America:
the values of the middle class, of small business,
of rewarding hard work and giving the next gen-
eration as bright a future as our parents gave
to us. This was a crucial first step in strength-
ening the quality of life all across our Nation.

With the passage of the economic plan, Amer-
icans will be assured of lower deficits, lower
interest rates, and real economic growth rooted
in incentives for small and new businesses and
new investment incentives which bring better
jobs, better wages, and new economic opportu-
nities.

Now we must take the next step. We must
reform our health care system so that you and
every American will be assured not only of eco-
nomic security but the security of knowing that
health care is always there for you. We also
have to reform health care because we’re spend-
ing tens of billions of dollars on things that
do not make us healthier but instead endanger
our economy further.

Unless we provide quality and affordable
health care, we can’t bring this Federal deficit
down to zero and balance the budget. We can’t
guarantee quality health care to many U.S. citi-
zens. We can’t guarantee health for U.S. busi-
nesses who are spending too much on health
care today. And we can’t guarantee that millions

of workers won’t be deprived of their wage in-
creases because they’ll have to pay more and
more and more every year for the same or less
health coverage.

To be sure, a lot is right with the American
health care system. Our hospitals, doctors and
nurses, our technology and research make us
the envy of the world, and we intend to stay
that way. But at the same time, there’s clearly
a lot wrong. Health care costs are draining the
Nation’s coffers and robbing too many Ameri-
cans of the security they need and deserve. Mil-
lions of our friends and neighbors have lost their
health coverage simply because they switched
jobs, moved to a different city, or got sick. Many
of them can’t change jobs because someone in
their family has been sick, and they’re locked
into the health coverage they have or none at
all.

Now we have an historic opportunity to
change all that. Next month I’ll outline a health
care plan to Congress that offers hope for all
Americans who want to work and take responsi-
bility and create opportunities for themselves
and their children. The plan will be built on
three guiding principles: security, savings, and
simplicity.

First, it will guarantee all Americans the secu-
rity of knowing they won’t lose their health cov-
erage even if they switch jobs, lose a job, get
sick, have a family member who gets sick, move
to a new city, or start a small business.

Second, the plan will generate savings by in-
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troducing real competition into the health care
market. We’ll limit the growth of expensive pre-
miums and costs that can’t be justified, such
as drugs made in America costing 3 times more
here in the United States than they do overseas.
We’ll root out fraud and abuse which now eat
up to 10 percent of every health care dollar.
And we’ll reform a malpractice system that
drives up prices for doctors and patients. And
we’ll make it more rewarding for doctors to
practice preventive medicine than to perform
expensive tests and procedures that aren’t nec-
essary.

Third, the plan will be simpler for consumers
and health care providers. We spend about 10
cents on the dollar more for administrative and
paperwork costs than any other nation in the
world. That’s probably why health care takes
up more than 14 percent of our income while
no other country, except Canada, spends over
9 percent, and they’re just a little over that.

Only the United States has 1,500 separate
health insurance companies writing thousands of
different policies, requiring millions of people
to keep up with the paperwork in doctors’ of-
fices, in hospitals, in the insurance companies
themselves. We’re going to have one basic insur-
ance form instead of thousands. We’ll reduce
nightmarish paperwork that now requires 4
times as many clerical workers to be hired as
new health care providers, just to keep up with
the mountains of redtape.

Reforming our health care system is not only
the best way to reduce costs, rein in our Federal
deficit, and provide security for our citizens, it’s
also good for our economy. This plan will boost
the private sector by generating savings for busi-
nesses which they can use to create jobs and
by creating jobs in health care, not for more
paperwork but to provide new, innovative ways
to people to stay healthy or be well.

When we talk about health care reform, we
mean giving businesses who don’t currently pro-
vide insurance plenty of time to phase-in cov-
erage for their employees. We mean asking
those employees to pay something for their own
health insurance so they’ll know that it doesn’t
come free. We mean establishing a system that
gives small businesses lower insurance rates in-
stead of pricing them out of the market. We
mean providing the very smallest firms and the
lowest wage firms with some modest subsidies
to help them cover the costs of insuring their

workers. And we mean allowing the self-em-
ployed a 100-percent deduction for their health
care costs.

With health care reform, our economy will
be more productive; our companies will be more
competitive; our workers will be more secure
in their jobs and, therefore, more productive
in them; and our families will be more confident
about their future. If we want to really straight-
en out this economy and live more prosperous
lives, we have to improve the Nation’s health
care system.

And we know something else: The price of
doing nothing about health care is far too high.
Doing nothing means more and more Americans
losing their coverage. Doing nothing means al-
lowing insurers to dictate prices, charging what-
ever they want to whomever they want. Doing
nothing means continuing a system in which
anonymous bureaucrats peer into every hospital
and doctors’ offices and second-guess medical
decisions. Doing nothing means no wage in-
creases for millions of workers, not to mention
the most important thing of all: more fear, anx-
iety, and insecurity on the part of our citizens.
And amazingly, doing nothing is the most expen-
sive thing of all. It means about 100,000 Ameri-
cans a month will join the nearly 40 million
already without health insurance, and we will
continue to spend much, much more of our
income on health care than any other people
on Earth.

As we work for reform in the months ahead,
we can’t let this health care issue fall victim
to partisan bickering. This is not a Democratic
challenge, not a Republican challenge, not a lib-
eral or a conservative challenge; it’s an American
challenge we must all face together.

I am pledged to work with all who have a
commitment to change, Republicans as well as
Democrats in the Congress, with the Governors
and others throughout the country, with doctors
and nurses and hospitals and other health care
providers, with responsible drug companies
who’ve committed to help keep their costs with-
in inflation and are already giving critically need-
ed drugs to public health clinics across the coun-
try.

These are the kinds of things we need more
of. This is a cause in which all Americans must
enlist, a cause in which special interest must
put aside a broken system and become a lobby
for the American people and a lobby for the
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American future. We’ve got to roll up our
sleeves, make the tough decisions now, and get
on with this. With your help, I know we can
succeed.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:30 a.m.
on August 19 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 21.

Nomination for Ambassador to Norway
August 27, 1993

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Thomas A. Loftus to be the U.S.
Ambassador to Norway. Mr. Loftus is the direc-
tor of WisKids Count and served in the Wis-
consin State Legislature for 14 years, including
8 years as its speaker.

‘‘I am pleased today to announce my intention
to nominate Tom Loftus as the Ambassador to
Norway,’’ said the President. ‘‘Tom will bring

to this position the same energy and commit-
ment to public service that characterized his
leadership in the Wisconsin Assembly. He will
strengthen our already strong ties with the Gov-
ernment of Norway and will serve this Nation
with pride.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

The President’s Radio Address
August 28, 1993

Good morning. Thirty years ago today a great
American spoke about his dream for equality,
brotherhood, and the need to make real the
promises of democracy. His voice thundered
from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, across
the great Mall in Washington, and into our
homes, our heart, and our history. That man,
of course, was the Reverend Martin Luther
King, Jr.

He lived and died in a great struggle to close
the gap between our words and our deeds, to
make good on good intentions, to see that none
of us can be fully free until all of us are fully
free, to make us all agents of change.

In the 30 years since Martin Luther King
gave what I believe is the greatest speech by
an American in my lifetime, we’ve come a long
way. But clearly, we’ve got a long way to go
before realizing his dreams. We owe it to him,
to his work, to his memory to rededicate our-
selves today to the causes of civil rights, civic
responsibility, and economic opportunity for
every American. In the last 7 months, we’ve
made some great strides on that road.

To begin to turn good words into better
deeds, we first had to get our economic house

in order. That’s what we did by breaking grid-
lock and passing a tough economic program to
cut our deficit by nearly $500 billion over 5
years, to give new incentives to businesses to
expand, to individuals to invest, and to create
millions of new high-wage jobs here at home.

Already we’ve felt some of the good side ef-
fects of getting serious about our economy. Un-
employment has dipped to its lowest level in
22 months, and interest rates are at their lowest
rates in 20 years. We’ve also won some impor-
tant battles for working families. The Family
Leave Act now permits people to take some
time off from work to care for a sick family
member or a newborn child without losing their
job. And changes in the tax laws now provide
that no one who works 40 hours a week with
children in the home will live in poverty. That’s
a big first step in welfare reform and in ending
welfare as we know it. It’s pro-work and pro-
family.

We’re moving to open the doors of college
education to all Americans at a time when edu-
cation is more important than ever to getting
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