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Sept. 8 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

Statement on Senate Action on National Service Legislation
September 8, 1993

I want to thank and congratulate Members
of the United States Senate today for passing
a landmark piece of legislation, the National and
Community Service Trust Act of 1993.

Many times I have talked about how national
service will bring together Americans from a
wide variety of backgrounds, expand their edu-
cational opportunity, and empower a new gen-
eration to take on our Nation’s most pressing
domestic needs. Thousands will spend a year
or two serving their country and their commu-
nities, working as teachers, as health care work-
ers, or on environmental projects, while helping
to pay for school.

In the best sense of reinventing Government,
the new Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service will emphasize decentralization in
favor of empowering local initiatives that devise
local solutions to local problems. It will be bold
and it will be entrepreneurial in its quest for
excellent programs and quality participants. Its
business plan will be an unwavering mandate
to get things done in our communities and our
country.

Today’s Senate action is yet another oppor-
tunity for change for the American people. Na-
tional service will be the American way to
change America.

Statement by the Press Secretary on Democracy in South Africa
September 8, 1993

The President welcomes the historic decision
in South Africa to establish a transitional execu-
tive council in anticipation of South Africa’s first
democratic election next April. He commends
all those who achieved this important step along
the road to a peaceful transition to democracy
in South Africa and looks forward to the ratifica-
tion of the agreement by South Africa’s Par-
liament next week.

In separate phone calls this afternoon to State
President F.W. de Klerk and African National
Congress President Nelson Mandela, President

Clinton congratulated the two leaders on the
historic breakthrough and said, ‘‘The historic
agreement on the transitional executive council
paves the way for the transition to a multiracial,
democratic South Africa. The United States will
remain a partner in the process of building de-
mocracy and promoting economic development
in South Africa.’’ President Clinton indicated
that the United States looks forward to announc-
ing a number of new initiatives to support the
smooth transition to democracy.

Nomination for Four Ambassadors
September 8, 1993

The President announced his intention today
to nominate Alan John Blinken to be Ambas-
sador to Belgium, Swanee Hunt to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Austria, and William
Lacy Swing to be Ambassador to the Republic
of Haiti. In addition, the President announced
that he has nominated Richard Wallace Teare
to be Ambassador to the Republic of Papua
New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu.

‘‘These four individuals have all exhibited the
level of accomplishment and excellence that Sec-
retary Christopher and I have pledged that our
Ambassadors would have,’’ said the President.
‘‘I am very proud of these choices.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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