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the very issues of survival have been confronting
people for a very long time now? On the other
hand, unless the political leadership which made
this agreement winds up stronger for doing it,
we won’t be able to succeed and move on to
the next steps and ultimately conclude this
whole process in a way that will really get the
job done.

And so the last thing I want to ask you to
do is, again, individually and collectively, to
make as many personal contacts as you can with
people in the region to tell them you support
this, the United States is going to stand for
peace and security and progress, and they
should give their trust to this process. It is clear
to me now that the major threat to our success
going forward is not necessarily all those who
wish to wreck the peace by continuing the kill-
ing of innocent noncombatants but the thin ve-
neer of hope which might be pierced before
it gets too deep and strong to be broken.

So we, you and I, we have a big responsibility
to strengthen the support for the people who
did this among their constituents, not to inter-
fere in the internal affairs of Israel or the PLO
but simply to make it clear that we are going
to be there and that we believe in it, and that
we believe it will enhance security and make

trust more possible and make all the parties
ultimately over the long run more reliable. I
think this is a very big deal. Any many of you
in some ways are in a unique position to mani-
fest your belief in that.

So those are the things we must do. We have
to have the support in the United States for
our Government to take the lead in imple-
menting the agreement. We have to have you
and people like you, more of you, willing to
undertake projects individually, as groups, and
perhaps jointly as citizens, private citizens, that
will reinforce what has been done. And we must
begin immediately to make it absolutely clear
that we support this decision and the people
who made it for making it and that we will
have more security for doing it.

If we can do those three things, then we
can honor what happened here today, and we
can validate the feelings we all had. And instead
of just being a magic moment in history, it will
truly be a turning point. That’s what I think
it is.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:24 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring Former Presidents
September 13, 1993

Ladies and gentlemen, may I have your atten-
tion please. The microphone’s not on, so I’ll
just speak.

First, let me welcome you all to the White
House and thank you all for being part of a
great and promising day for the United States
and for the Middle East and for the entire
world.

I am so pleased that we could end this mag-
nificent day with a gathering of many of the
great American leaders who made this day pos-
sible. I want to salute all my predecessors who
are here: President Ford, President Carter,
President Bush, and especially acknowledge the
contributions of President Carter at Camp David
and President Bush in starting the peace talks
in Madrid, President Ford for his wise leader-
ship during a pivotal time in the history of the

Middle East. I want to thank the Secretaries
of State who worked tirelessly over many years
for peace in the Middle East: Henry Kissinger,
George Shultz, Cyrus Vance, James Baker, Larry
Eagleburger, and of course, my own Secretary
and good friend, Warren Christopher. I thank
the Congress for the essential role that it plays
in providing the guidance, the resources, and
the bipartisan support. The Speaker is here and
our majority leader, Dick Gephardt, the Senate
and House whips, Senators Ford and Simpson,
Congressmen Bonior and Gingrich. And I want
to thank all the rest of you who are here who
have made a contribution to the remarkable
events that are unfolding today.

In this room we represent both political par-
ties and, I think it’s fair to say, a fairly wide
array of views about public events. But we do
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have this in common: We agree that the United
States must continue to exert its leadership if
there is to be hope in this world of taking ad-
vantage of the end of the cold war, great hunger
of people all over the world for democracy and
freedom and peace and prosperity.

In the days ahead I ask you all to be willing
to provide counsel to our administration and
bipartisan support to sustain the role that the
United States must pursue in the world. In the
face of difficulties and dangers and in the pur-
suit of a better world, we must lead.

One of our efforts begins tomorrow when all
the Presidents and former Secretaries of State

who are here join me in the formal kickoff of
our efforts to secure passage of the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement. I know that will
require great effort and bipartisanship, but I
believe we will succeed because of the stakes
for ourselves economically and politically in this
hemisphere.

Tonight, however, let us for the moment rest
on the laurels of the United States of America
and toast peace and progress and the prosperity
of the American people.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 p.m. in the
Blue Room at the White House.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia Budget
and Supplemental Appropriations Request
September 13, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the District of Columbia

Self-Government and Governmental Reorganiza-
tion Act, I am transmitting the District of Co-
lumbia Government’s fiscal year 1994 budget
amendment request and fiscal year 1993 supple-
mental budget amendment request.

The District of Columbia Government has
submitted a request to decrease its fiscal year
1994 general fund spending authority by $36.968
million with a reduction of 832 FTE positions.
In addition, the District’s fiscal year 1993 sup-

plemental amendment request includes an in-
crease of $7.367 million in general fund spend-
ing authority. The amendments are needed to
address a projected operating deficit for fiscal
year 1993 and fiscal year 1994 that was not
addressed in the District’s original budget sub-
mission pending congressional action.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 13, 1993.

Remarks at the Signing Ceremony for the Supplemental Agreements to the
North American Free Trade Agreement
September 14, 1993

Thank you very much. Mr. Vice President,
President Bush, President Carter, President
Ford, ladies and gentlemen. I would like to ac-
knowledge just a couple of other people who
are in the audience because I think they deserve
to be seen by America since you’ll be seeing
a lot more of them: my good friend Bill Daley
from Chicago and former Congressman Bill
Frenzel from Minnesota, who have agreed to
lead this fight for our administration on a bipar-
tisan basis. Would you please stand and be rec-
ognized.

It’s an honor for me today to be joined by
my predecessor, President Bush, who took the
major steps in negotiating this North American
Free Trade Agreement; President Jimmy Carter,
whose vision of hemispheric development gives
great energy to our efforts and has been a con-
sistent theme of his for many, many years now;
and President Ford, who has argued as fiercely
for expanded trade and for this agreement as
any American citizen and whose counsel I con-
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