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member countries. And if that is all that is
achieved, then when we leave, the chances that
they will revert to exactly the same horrors that
got us there are very large.

I have to remind my fellow Americans and
all of the people in the world who have an
aversion to the events of the last 2 weeks not
to forget that over 300,000 people lost their
lives there, were starved, were murdered, were
subject to incredibly inhumane conditions be-
cause of the chaotic and lawless behavior of
the people who had authority.

Now, many of those warlords have changed
their behavior, have been cooperating with the
United Nations, have enabled at least the condi-
tions of orderly life to remain. On the other
hand, it is plain to me that it was never an
option for us to continue to pursue a military
solution or to be obsessed with Aideed or any-
body else, to the exclusion of trying to build
a peaceful society.

So what the Prime Minister and I have recog-
nized is that we have to do more to try to
develop a political initiative that will enable not
only the United States to withdraw but for the
United Nations to remain as long as is necessary
and in a more peaceful and constructive role.
That is the only decision we have made to date.

Prime Minister Ciampi. I have nothing to add
to what President Clinton said, and I already
said before what the Italian position was, which
is to give a new political dimension which pre-
vails over a U.N. intervention of Somalia. There-
fore, our action is with the U.N., and I am
very happy that this coincides with the Presi-
dent’s feeling and that is to promote this action.
And without this, a purely military action would
not make any sense.

The President. Thank you very much.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, on Bosnia——

The President. I will take one question on
Bosnia.

Q. Mr. President, with the cease-fire agree-
ment now apparent in the former Yugoslavia,
will this lead to the sending of 25,000 U.S.
troops there as peacekeepers? And what is your
opinion of this peace agreement?

The President. Well, first of all, keep in mind
what was agreed to. What is was agreed to was
a cease-fire and the agreement to begin talking
again. We are hopeful about this but also prop-
erly wary. I mean, there’s been no territorial
agreement, and that is the nub of the con-
troversy. So we hope very much that next week
there will be real progress to provide a humane
and decent life in the future for the Bosnians.

I have said all along that—going back to Feb-
ruary—that the United States would be pre-
pared to participate in a multinational peace-
keeping effort there if there were a fair settle-
ment, generally and freely entered into by the
Bosnian Government, which we have supported.
But while the signs of the agreement are hope-
ful, it is important not to overread them. There
has not been an agreement in the major areas
of contention yet.

So next week, or soon thereafter, if an agree-
ment is reached that the United States can
evaluate and act on, I can answer that question,
but I can’t answer that question until there is
an agreement that we know is a full and fair
agreement that we have some sense is enforce-
able.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 26th news conference
began at 1:43 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. Following his opening remarks, Prime
Minister Ciampi spoke in Italian, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Appointment for Chair of the Commission on Civil Rights
September 17, 1993

The President today announced his appoint-
ment of Mary Frances Berry to be Chair of
the Commission on Civil Rights. Berry is the
first woman to be appointed to the chair since
its inception.

Ms. Berry, the senior member of the Com-
mission, having served as Vice-Chair under
President Carter, is currently the Geraldine R.
Segal professor of American social thought and
professor of history at the University of Penn-

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 08:07 Oct 23, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00236 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\93PAP2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1533

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Sept. 18

sylvania.
‘‘Mary Frances Berry is a civil rights scholar

as well as an advocate,’’ said the President. ‘‘I
am proud to make this historic nomination, and
I have every confidence in the commitment and
abilities of Ms. Berry. Her distinguished life and

career uniquely qualify her for this new leader-
ship role.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Secretary and Under Secretary of the Army
September 17, 1993

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Togo Dennis West, Jr., a veteran
of the Defense Department and a former Army
officer, as Secretary of the Army. The President
also announced his intention to nominate Joe
R. Reeder Under Secretary of the Army.

‘‘I am pleased today to announce my nomina-
tion of Togo West as our new Secretary of the
Army,’’ the President said. ‘‘Togo is a seasoned
veteran of the Defense Department who knows

firsthand the challenges facing our fighting men
and women. I am confident he will do an excel-
lent job of leading our Army as we adapt to
the changes forced by the end of the cold war,
while continuing to ensure that our fighting
force remains number one in the world.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Ambassador to Brunei
September 17, 1993

The President today announced his intention
to nominate career Foreign Service officer The-
resa Anne Tull as Ambassador to Brunei.

‘‘Theresa Anne Tull has spent her entire life
serving our country in the Foreign Service,’’ the
President said. ‘‘I am certain she will use that

experience to represent America well overseas
and am proud that she has accepted this chal-
lenge.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

The President’s Radio Address
September 18, 1993

Good morning. This week we’ve seen inspir-
ing examples of people reaching across their dif-
ferences, having the courage to change, to
achieve what is best for everyone.

On Monday, I had the great honor of hosting
Israeli Prime Minister Rabin and PLO Chairman
Arafat for the signing of the historic peace
agreement between two peoples who have been
engaged in a century of bitter conflict. Their
unforgettable handshake holds the hope of a
normal and more secure life for Israelis and

Palestinians. And with American leadership we
can build on this historic agreement to promote
peace throughout the region and beyond.

On Tuesday, I signed agreements strength-
ening the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment protecting labor and environmental stand-
ards in Mexico, Canada, and the United States.
I was joined by former Presidents from both
parties: President Bush, President Carter, and
President
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