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a little for their health care, so they realize
there is a price for everything instead of when
all of the money just comes from a third-party
source they don’t know. There needs to be more
responsibility within this system but we also
have got to remember that if we can plant the
ethical roots that Dr. Koop talked about, we
may then be able not only to change this system
but to use this success to try to change some
of the destructive group behavior that is tearing
this country apart.

But believe me, it all begins here. If we can
give the security of decent health care to every
American family, it will be the most important
thing that the Government has done with—not
for but with—the American people in a genera-
tion. And it can only happen if people like you
lead the way.

Thank you very much.

[At this point, Hillary Clinton invited partici-
pants to breakfast.]

Q. Mr. President, is Senator Moynihan
wrong?

The President. [Inaudible]—you heard what
he said yesterday? What he said was absolutely
right. I mean, based on the experience of the
last decade, you can’t get the cost down to zero,

but that’s not what we proposed. We proposed
working over a 5-year period to move the Gov-
ernment’s cost to inflation plus population
growth. And in the beginning—we have inflation
plus population growth plus another 2 or 3 per-
cent. Where this group care is working well,
like at the Mayo Clinic, they now are down
to less than inflation plus population growth.
So I believe that if you give us 5 years to do
it, we can get there. But it will require some
substantial changes.

What I said was true. People in Washington
can’t imagine that it can be different because
of the experiences they’ve had over the last 5
years. But to say we’re trying to cut Medicare
and Medicaid, it’s not true. We propose never
to take it below inflation plus population growth.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to C. Everett Koop, former Surgeon
General; Ira Magaziner, Senior Adviser to the
President for Policy Development; and Judith
Feder, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Planning and Evaluation at the Health and
Human Services Department. The exchange por-
tion of this item could not be verified because
the tape was incomplete.

Nomination for Posts at the Department of the Treasury
September 20, 1993

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Joan Logue-Kinder as Assistant Sec-
retary for Public Affairs and Public Liaison at
the Department of Treasury. The President also
announced his appointment of Darcy Bradbury
as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Federal Fi-
nance.

‘‘Secretary Bentsen and I are pleased to have
these two talented individuals on board,’’ the
President said. ‘‘I am sure they will work hard
to ensure the Treasury Department works well
for the American people.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Signing the National and Community Service Trust Act of
1993
September 21, 1993

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.
I always wanted to be introduced by the host

of the David Letterman Show. [Laughter] I was
thinking about what my top 10 list would be,
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the best things about having Al Gore as Vice
President. He educates me on things great and
trivial, and that’s 10. And numbers nine through
one are, he has a vote in the United States
Senate. He said, ‘‘And I’m always on the win-
ning side when I vote.’’ [Laughter]

I want to welcome you all to America’s back-
yard, a fitting place to come to celebrate the
opportunity to serve our neighbors and the op-
portunity to rebuild the American community.
I have harbored this dream for years. It was
stoked in me by so many thousands of experi-
ences, I cannot even recall them all.

When the Vice President and I went across
this country last year, I was deeply moved by
forces that were both good and bad that kept
pushing me to believe that this was more impor-
tant than so many other things that all of us
do in public life. I saw the wreckage, the insan-
ity, the lost human potential that you can find
now not only in our biggest cities but in every
community. And yet, I saw even in the most
difficult circumstances the light in the eyes of
so many young people, the courage, the hunger
for life, the desire to do something to reach
beyond themselves and to reach out to others
and to make things better.

I listened and learned from so many people.
I saw the examples of the service programs that
you have represented here on this stage. I
watched people’s dreams come to life. I watched
the old and the young relate in ways they hadn’t.
I watched mean streets turn into safer and bet-
ter and more humane places. I saw all these
things happening, and I realized that there was
no way any Government program could solve
these problems, even if we had the money to
spend on them, which we don’t, but that the
American people, if organized and directed and
challenged and asked, would find a way.

I am in debt to so many people, all of whom
have been at least referred to. But I would
like to say a particular word of thanks to those
who sponsored previous legislation for a limited
basis. I want to say a special word of thanks
to the Republicans and the Democrats who
joined together in the Congress to make sure
that this would know no party and that we
would somehow reach beyond the normal de-
bate and dialog to unify this country, starting
with the Congress. I thank the people who
helped me before I became President to under-
stand more about national service, the people
who wrote books and articles, the people who

worked with me in the DLC and other organiza-
tions. I thank all of you because all of you
played a role in this day. But most of all, I
want to thank the young people of this country
who were so wonderfully represented by these
three young people, Reshard and Derek and
Priscilla. Weren’t they terrific? Let’s give them
another hand. [Applause]

I don’t believe there was a stop on our bus
tour across the country when the Vice President
and I didn’t mention our commitment to na-
tional service as a part of our drive to make
college education affordable to all but also as
part of our deeper desire to bring the American
community back together.

I have to say a special word of appreciation
to Eli Segal. I have known him for about half
my lifetime. I can still remember when we were
young with the dreams and the enthusiasms that
these young people on this stage have today.
I could not have known when we first met in
our attempt to do the best we could by our
country so long ago, that someday we would
be standing here on this stage to do this. But
I know this: This national service bill and this
project would not be in the form it is and we
would not be here celebrating today in the way
we are if it had not been for his brilliant, dedi-
cated leadership. And I thank him for that. Rely-
ing on the ancient adage that if it ain’t broke,
don’t fix it, I am today forwarding to Senator
Kennedy and the United States Senate the nom-
ination of Eli Segal to be the Chief Executive
Officer of the Corporation for National and
Community Service.

I also want to acknowledge, as has already
been referred to, the roots of our history in
all this day and people who have contributed
to this day because of what they did in their
time. Twice before in this century Americans
have been called to great adventures in civilian
service. Sixty years ago in the depths of depres-
sion, Franklin Roosevelt created the CCC and
gave Americans the chance not only to do mean-
ingful work so that they could feed themselves
and their families but so that they could build
America for the future. And down to this day
there is not a State in this country that is un-
touched by the continuing impact of the good
work done by the people who labored in the
CCC.

Today we have two veterans of President Roo-
sevelt’s Civilian Conservation Corps, William
Bailey and Owen Davis. Would they please
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stand wherever they are? There they are. Thank
you. It is with special pride that I will use Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt’s pen set, with which
he signed nearly every piece of legislation as
President, to sign our bill here today.

We also point with pride, as the Vice Presi-
dent said, to the enduring legacy and the contin-
ued vitality of John Kennedy’s Peace Corps, cre-
ated by legislation which President Kennedy
signed 32 years ago tomorrow. I want to ac-
knowledge, as the Vice President did, the won-
derful work of Sargent Shriver not only as the
first Director and guiding spirit of the Peace
Corps but for what he did with the VISTA pro-
gram. And I want to acknowledge—[applause]—
thank you—and to say with some pride that
it was my privilege, influenced by people like
the Vice President whose sister served with such
distinction in the Peace Corps, to appoint the
first Peace Corps volunteer to actually direct
the Peace Corps, Carol Bellamy. And I thank
her for her leadership. Thanks to the generosity
of Sargent Shriver, I will also use the pen Presi-
dent Kennedy used 30 years ago—32 years ago
to sign the Peace Corps legislation, to create
a new national service corps for America. We
will call it AmeriCorps.

When I asked our country’s young people to
give something back to our country through
grassroots service, they responded by the thou-
sands. You heard a couple of them here today.
Eli’s office was literally swamped with letters
asking to serve. These two young people today
represent 20,000 young people next year and
100,000 young people 3 years from now. And
I hope, believe, and dream that national service
will remain throughout the life of America not
a series of promises but a series of challenges
across all the generations and all walks of life
to help us to rebuild our troubled but wonderful
land. I hope that some day the success of this
program will make it possible for every young
American who wishes to serve and earn credit
against a college education or other kinds of
education and training, to do that. And I believe
it will happen.

This morning our Cabinet and the heads of
our Federal Agencies were directed to redouble
their efforts to use service, community grassroots
service, to accomplish their fundamental mis-
sions. We want them to help reinvent our Gov-
ernment, to do more and cost less, by creating
new ways for citizens to fulfill the mission of
the public. We believe we can do that. Already

departments have enlisted young people and not
so young people to do everything from flood
cleanup to housing rehabilitation, from being
tour guides in our national parks to being teach-
ers’ aides in our schools. In the coming months
we will also challenge States and nonprofit orga-
nizations to compete for AmeriCorps volunteers.
We’ll ask our friends in higher education and
the foundation world and in business to continue
their leadership in the growing movement of
national service.

But beyond the concrete achievements of
AmeriCorps, beyond the expanded educational
opportunities those achievements will earn, na-
tional service, I hope and pray, will help us
to strengthen the cords that bind us together
as a people, will help us to remember in the
quiet of every night that what each of us can
become is to some extent determined by wheth-
er all of us can become what God meant us
to be.

And I hope it will remind every American
that there can be no opportunity without re-
sponsibility. The great English historian Edward
Gibbon warned that when the Athenians finally
wanted not to give to society but for society
to give to them, when the freedom they wished
for most was freedom from responsibility, then
Athens ceased to be free.

My fellow Americans, there are streets and
neighborhoods and communities today where
people are not free. There are millions of Amer-
icans who are not really free today because they
cannot reach down inside them and bring out
what was put there by the Almighty. This na-
tional service corps should send a loud and clear
message across this country that the young peo-
ple of America will preserve the freedom of
America for themselves and for all those of their
generations by assuming the responsibility to re-
build the American family. That is the dream
which drove this idea to the reality we find
today.

I am so proud of all of you who are a part
of this. I am profoundly grateful to you. I ask
you only now to remember that as we move
toward the 21st century, the success of our great
voyage—of this, the longest experiment in free
society in human history—to remember that it
is at the grassroots, in the heart of every citizen,
that we will succeed or fail. Today we are taking
a stand in this country for the proposition that
if we challenge people to serve and we give
them a chance to fulfill their abilities, more
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and more and more we will all understand that
we must go forward together. This is the
profoundest lesson of this whole endeavor. And
it will be the great legacy of the wonderful
people who make it come alive.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Summer of Service participants
Reshard Riggins, Derek Gottfried, and Priscilla
Aponte. H.R. 2010, approved September 21, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–82.

Interview With Tabitha Soren of MTV
September 21, 1993

National Service Program
Q. Obviously, this is a huge success, getting

national service passed so quickly. One of the
goals of national service is to have kids have
a multicultural experience. But yet, in the pilot
program, Summer of Service, within a couple
of days, the black kids were in black caucuses,
there were Hispanic caucuses and gang groups.
How are you going to make sure during national
service, when it gets going, that they serve side
by side?

The President. Well, those are the kinds of
projects we’ll favor. But I think if you look all
across the world today, there’s always going to
be some ethnic cohesion. People are going to
pull together, talk together, feel a greater initial
comfort level. That’s just true worldwide.

But what we also saw in the Summer of Serv-
ice is that people really were working together
across racial and ethnic groups to an extent
greater than they had before. I think what we
have to do is let people be themselves but favor
those programs that have multiracial makeup,
and we will do that.

Health Care Reform
Q. Okay. As far as health care is concerned,

isn’t it true that because your health care plan
is community based that many young people,
because they’re young and healthy and they get
discounts on insurance now, may end up paying
more with your plan?

The President. Yes, in the first year, those
who have insurance may pay more, depending
on whether they work for small or big busi-
nesses. Very young people who are basically in
plans that have big businesses insuring them
may pay some more in the first year. Even they,
however, within 5 years should be paying less,
because we slow the rate of growth in these
premiums.

Young people who work for small businesses
probably won’t pay more because they’re paying
too much already, all small businesses. And
they’ll be in great big groups. But I would also
point out that an awful lot of young people
who don’t have health insurance—and some
young people do have access; some young peo-
ple do get sick; some young people even have
serious illnesses—so it will help them. And I
would say, also, to all these young people, if
we change it in this way so that we’re all rated
as a community, what it means is, is that some
family gets a sick child, it means that they won’t
lose their health insurance if they change jobs,
or they won’t be locked into the job they’re
in. And all of the young people—I can certify
because I was one once—will someday be mid-
dle-aged, will someday be older, and they will
then benefit from that.

So the fair thing for America to do is to
do what Hawaii has already done, what a couple
of other States have already done, and what
other nations do, which is to have the nation
in big pools of people so that we can keep
overall costs down.

Abortion
Q. In terms of the health care plan, last time

I spoke with you, you said you wanted abortion
to be covered under the health care plan. And
now I understand the language says ‘‘medically
necessary, pregnancy-related services’’ are cov-
ered.

The President. That’s what it says——
Q. Does that mean that anyone who wants

an abortion can get one and have it covered
under the plan?

The President. It means that it will be just
like it is today in most private plans. Most pri-
vate plans absolutely cover it. But no insurance
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