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The President. Well, I have encouraged them
to try to make peace. That's what I've encour-
aged them to try to do. I hate to see another
winter come on for all of them there. But that’s
a decision theyll have to make, their country,
their lives, theyll have to make the decision.

Russia

Q. Sir, what assurances are you hoping to
receive from Mr. Kozyrev about the situation,
and what message might you be sending to Mr.
Yeltsin through him?

The President. Well, 1 think he’s already given
the assurances that all of us hope. Theyre doing
everything they can to preserve peace. And
there’s a commitment by President Yeltsin to
move to a truly democratic system, through truly
democratic means. That’s about all the United
States or anyone else could ask for.

Q. Mr. President, one more question. Is this
meeting of yours with the Russian Foreign Min-
ister, is this meeting of yours a meeting of sup-
port or is it a meeting of concern?

The President. Well, it's a meeting of support.
I'm concerned about events in the sense that
I hope they go well, and I hope that everything
works out all right. But I am firmly in support
of the efforts that President Yeltsin is making
to hold democratic elections for a legislative
body and to have a new constitution and to
present himself for election again. I think that
the United States clearly has an interest in pro-
moting democracy and reform in Russia.

And as you know, I have aggressively sup-
ported efforts in our Congress to get more aid
for the process of reform and for economic op-
portunity in Russia, and I will continue to do
that.

NoTE: The exchange began at 4:54 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Nomination for an Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs

September 29, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate career Veterans Affairs official
Raymond John Vogel, to be the Under Secretary
of Veterans Affairs for Benefits. Vogel, a dis-
abled Vietnam-era Army veteran, would head
the Veterans Benefits Administration, the VA
Agency responsible for delivery of nonmedical
benefits to the Nation’s 27 million veterans.

In making his announcement, the President
said, “John Vogel is uniquely qualified to apply

his indepth expertise to the VA’s new commit-
ment to serve America’s veterans during a new
era of efficiency and sensitivity. He will ably
assist VA Secretary Jesse Brown in his plans
to modernize and streamline the VA claims
process.”

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Signing the Executive Order on Regulatory Planning and
Review and an Exchange With Reporters

September 30, 1993

The President. Good morning, ladies and gen-
tlemen. Welcome to another action-packed
meeting of our action-packed administration.

Today I am signing an Executive order to
create a fair, open, streamlined system of regu-
latory review for our Government to eliminate

improper influence, delay secrecy, and to set
tough standards and time limits for regulation.

It's a move in keeping with everything else
we've tried to do since Inauguration Day. The
philosophy of this administration has always
been consistent when it comes to regulation.
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