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Memorandum on AIDS
September 30, 1993

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: AIDS at Work

Halting the spread of HIV/AIDS and caring
for those already touched by the disease is our
common responsibility. Sadly, if you do not
know someone with HIV/AIDS, you soon will.
Every 17 minutes an American dies of AIDS;
one of every five Americans knows someone
who has died of AIDS; over one million Ameri-
cans are already infected with HIV.

HIV/AIDS affects everyone in this Nation.
Preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS and its asso-
ciated human and economic costs is crucial to
the success of health care reform. Likewise, en-
lightened, nondiscriminatory workplace policies
are essential to both our efforts at reinventing
government and at lowering health costs. This
Administration and this Nation must do all with-
in our power to prevent discrimination against
those infected with HIV. I am committed to
facing the difficult issues raised by HIV/AIDS.

This is an Administration of action and leader-
ship by example. Today’s Cabinet meeting dis-
cussion of HIV/AIDS is the beginning. All of
you are asked to develop and fully implement
comprehensive HIV/AIDS workplace policies
and employee education and prevention pro-
grams by World AIDS Day, 1994, beginning
with your Senior Staff.

To begin this process:
• Each Cabinet Secretary shall designate a

member of his/her Senior Staff to imple-
ment ongoing HIV/AIDS education and
prevention programs and to develop non-
discriminatory workplace policies for em-
ployees with HIV/AIDS.

• These designees, with the Office of the
National AIDS Policy Coordinator
(ONAPC), shall form a working group to
implement this directive.

• The Office of Personnel Management
(OPM) shall review its current HIV/AIDS
workplace guidelines and assist in the de-
velopment of workplace policies in the de-
partments and agencies, as directed by
ONAPC. OPM should pay particular atten-
tion to ensuring that the administrative
burden on the departments and agencies
is minimized.

• The National AIDS Policy Coordinator
shall report to me quarterly on the
progress of each department and agency,
beginning January 1, 1994.

• The White House Staff and the Staff of
the Executive Office of the President
(EOP) will participate in HIV/AIDS edu-
cation and prevention training prior to
World AIDS Day, December 1, 1993.

HIV/AIDS is the health crisis of this century;
it cannot be allowed to extend into the next.
Only through education and prevention can we
stop its spread. Only through aggressive and co-
ordinated efforts at medical research can we
find a cure. Join me on World AIDS Day, 1993,
to remember the hundreds of thousands of
American dead and the millions of Americans
infected or suffering because of this disease;
help me to vividly demonstrate this Administra-
tion’s commitment to end the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Statement on Signing the Foreign Operations Appropriations Legislation
September 30, 1993

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2295, the
Foreign Operations Appropriations Act, which
includes $2.5 billion in assistance for Russia and
the other new independent states of the former
Soviet Union. I am grateful for the bipartisan

cooperation by the leadership and many other
members of Congress who acted quickly to pass
this package of assistance.

Enactment of this bill marks a major advance
in our strategy to enlarge the world’s free com-
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munity of market democracies.
This bill also contains vital support for Israel

and Egypt and other measures related to the
Middle East peace process. The Congress’s
timely passage of these provisions, soon after
the dramatic advances of the past few weeks,
shows our Nation’s commitment to peace in the
Middle East.

The elements of the bill supporting Russia,
Ukraine, Armenia, and the other new inde-
pendent states include: the U.S. contribution for
a multilateral Special Privatization and Restruc-
turing Program, a G–7 initiative that will support
the privatization of large Russian enterprises; fi-
nancing for joint projects in the energy and en-
vironmental sectors, including programs to in-
crease the safety of nuclear reactors; expansion
of the President’s Democracy Corps initiative
begun at the Vancouver Summit; and humani-
tarian assistance for those parts of the former

Soviet Union where food and medicines are still
desperately needed.

Recent events in Moscow highlight the ur-
gency of helping Russia and the other states
of the former Soviet Union sustain the momen-
tum of democratic and economic reform. This
bill makes a solid investment in our own na-
tional security and prosperity, enabling us to
reduce the amount we spend for national de-
fense while offering a hand of partnership to
former adversaries who are making the difficult
transition to the institutions of market democ-
racy.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 30, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 2295, approved September 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–87.

Statement on Signing the Continuing Appropriations Resolution
September 30, 1993

Today I have signed into law House Joint
Resolution 267, a Continuing Resolution that
funds the operations of the Federal Government
during October 1–21, 1993.

A Continuing Resolution is necessary at this
time in order to keep the Government func-
tioning while the Congress completes the appro-
priations process.

I commend the Congress for presenting me
with a funding measure that provides for a sim-
ple, temporary extension of normal Government
operations and is free of extraneous amend-

ments. I urge the Congress to complete the
regular appropriations process by October 21
so that a second Continuing Resolution can be
avoided.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 30, 1993.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 267, approved September 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–88.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With Members of Congress
October 1, 1993

NAFTA

Q. What are you going to tell them to con-
vince them on NAFTA?

The President. We’re going to have just a
free-flowing conversation about NAFTA. I’m
going to make the arguments that I think are
important, and try to answer some questions

and try to identify the continuing concerns of
these Members. I’m very heartened, I must say,
by the article in the Los Angeles Times today,
showing that public opinion has had a rather
marked shift in favor of the agreement in the
last 10 days. And I think the more people think
about what happens if you don’t do it as com-
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