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ask me if I could get both parties together in
the Congress on a health care plan.

Well, I’m hopeful. We have to take these
things as we can, but I’m quite hopeful. I will
say again, I am committed to finishing the peace
process. I have told President Asad that. I have
made it clear to Prime Minister Hariri, and we
met at the United Nations and discussed Leb-
anon. Nothing that Prime Minister Rabin or
Foreign Minister Peres has said to me leads
me to believe that they have a different position.

But I will say again, the most important thing
we can do at each step along the way is to
build the support among the ordinary people
of Israel, among the Palestinians, among the
Jordanians for the agreements that have been
made, for the processes that are underway, so
that people all over the Middle East have a
greater sense of confidence and security about
what has been agreed to and what is being
done. The Crown Prince made a very important
point that I think needs to be reiterated.

We are trying to make our statements brief
and our actions and commitments long. And
that is what we have to do. And so, I understand
that this whole thing has to be finished. But
to finish it, to get to the end, we have to absorb
the full implications of the enormity of the
things which have been done and implement
them in a way that keeps the support for the
process going. And I am committed to finishing
it with all parties, more so than when we began.

Q. Mr. President, how much of the money
that was given today at the donors conference
will or should go to Jordan? Or will all of this
go exclusively to the Palestinians? And if so,
what will Israel and Jordan be cooperating
about?

The President. Well, what we are going to
do, this committee is going to come up with
a whole different economic agenda for Israel
and for Jordan and for how to deal with the

overlapping Palestinian issues. And there are
some overlapping ones which might lead to
some different decisions down the road about
what we do with commitments that have already
been made. But I think that we need a whole
different economic agenda there.

I think, as you know, I’m extraordinarily ex-
cited about this group of American Jewish and
Arab American business people we got together
who want to see an enormous private sector
commitment in the Middle East. They are par-
ticularly interested in what can be agreed upon
between Israel and Jordan and whether they
could play a role in that. So I wouldn’t rule
out anything.

But the purpose of the donors conference
today was to give life and meaning and reality
to the agreement we saw between Israel and
the PLO. There will have to be other invest-
ments, other commitments that will help to deal
with the problems of Jordan, including the enor-
mous problem Jordan has of accumulated debt.
There needs to be some debt relief for Jordan,
and the United States will support that. And
there are a whole lot of other things that we
need to be doing on that.

Yes?
Q. Do you think that this is leading to a

confederation between Jordan, Israel, and the
Palestinians? Is this the beginning? Is this the
basis to something like that?

The President. That’s a question that I haven’t
answered and shouldn’t answer. Anything re-
garding the political organization of the Middle
East, that’s a decision that will have to be made
by the parties themselves. The United States
will support the process and will support the
decision of the people there.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:29 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Strengthening
America’s Shipyards
October 1, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the requirements of sec-

tion 1031 of the National Defense Authorization

Act for Fiscal Year 1993 (Public Law 102–484),
I transmit herewith a report entitled ‘‘Strength-
ening America’s Shipyards: A Plan for Compet-
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ing in the International Market.’’
The U.S. shipbuilding industry is unsurpassed

in building the finest and most complex naval
vessels in the world. Now that the Cold War
has ended, these shipyards, like many other de-
fense firms, face a new challenge—translating
their skills from the military to the commercial
market. Individual shipyards already have begun
to meet this challenge. The enclosed report de-

scribes steps that the Government is taking and
will take to assist their efforts. I look forward
to working with the Congress and the industry
to ensure a successful transition to a competitive
industry in a truly competitive marketplace.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 1, 1993.

Statement on Emergency Assistance to Earthquake Victims in India
October 1, 1993

The people of the United States are shocked
and saddened by the devastating earthquake that
has taken thousands of lives and left thousands
more homeless. I have directed our Government
to take immediate action to help ease the suf-
fering. I have also asked Ambassador Ray Flynn
to accompany the supplies, to assess the situa-
tion, and report back to me.

NOTE: The President’s statement was included in
a White House statement announcing that the
President had directed the Defense Department
and the Agency for International Development to
provide humanitarian assistance to earthquake
victims in India.

The President’s Radio Address
October 2, 1993

Good morning. This week the good will and
hopefulness that surrounded the announcement
of our health security plan continued to grow.
A consensus is developing that our central goal,
comprehensive health benefits for you and your
family that can never be taken away, is now
within reach and must be achieved. For the
first time in our lifetimes, the question before
Congress is no longer whether to provide health
security but how.

Something unique is happening here in Wash-
ington: A coalition is taking shape across political
boundaries, a coalition concerned more with
passing health care than with scoring political
points. And when the Congress passes health
care reform, it won’t have a label that says Dem-
ocrat or Republican, it will be delivered to you
with a label that says made in America.

This week as Congress began its deliberations,
health care reform and the American people
have had an extraordinary advocate on their
side, the First Lady. Before, in our history, only

Eleanor Roosevelt and Rosalynn Carter have
testified before Congress. I’m proud of the intel-
lect and compassion and the leadership Hillary
is bringing to this issue and to our country.
Her commitment to health care is a human
issue. She says to find a solution, it must pass
the ‘‘mom test,’’ something that she could ex-
plain to her mother and her mother would sup-
port. That certainly has cut through the heart
of a very complex health care debate.

During her testimony before the Senate Fi-
nance Committee this week, something extraor-
dinary happened: Republican Senator James Jef-
fords of Vermont, a leading expert on health
care, stepped forward and endorsed our plan.
I’m sure that after the acrimony of the budget
debate, this cooperative spirit comes as welcome
news to all of you as it does to me. Solving
health care must remain above politics. Indeed,
I hope every one of our legislative efforts in
the months ahead is done in the same bipartisan
spirit.
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