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to apply very strict standards to them that they
may make their economic problems worse.

But, after all, there is no real precedent for
this. We’ve got all these ex-Communist countries
that are doing their best trying to make it as
democracies and trying to develop some sort
of modified market economy, and we’re going
to do our best to help them. And I think it’s
still a whole lot better and the world’s a whole
lot better off today that we’re worrying about
this problem instead of whether the Soviet

Union will drop a nuclear weapon somewhere
or cause some international crisis somewhere.

After all, there are always problems in the
world and there will be as long as we are on
this planet. I’d rather have this set of problems
than the problems we might have had if the
Berlin Wall hadn’t fallen.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. at the
San Francisco Hilton.

Statement on Rebuilding the Cypress Freeway in California
October 4, 1993

Most Americans will never forget the picture
of the Cypress Freeway collapsed upon itself
after the Loma Prieta earthquake. As repairs
continue, I want the people of California to
know that we will be there to get the job done.
Communities around our Nation have always
been able to count on the Federal Government
to assume the cost of repairing Federal-aid high-

ways hit by natural disasters. That is a commit-
ment that we are helping to fulfill today.

NOTE: The President’s statement was included in
a White House statement announcing the Presi-
dent’s request to Congress for funds to rebuild
the freeway.

Statement Announcing the Supreme Allied Commander, Europe
October 4, 1993

I am pleased to announce that I have nomi-
nated and NATO has appointed Gen. George
A. Joulwan, U.S. Army, to succeed Gen. John
Shalikashvili as Supreme Allied Commander,
Europe. I also intend to send forward to Con-
gress General Joulwan’s nomination to serve as
commander in chief, U.S. European Command.

General Joulwan has had a long and highly
distinguished career spanning more than three
decades, with Europe as the centerpiece of his
service. He has served for 14 years in Europe,
beginning as a platoon commander and rising
to Commanding General of the V Corps, U.S.
Army Europe and 7th Army. In these postings,
as well as in his current role as commander
in chief of the U.S. Southern Command, Pan-
ama, he has demonstrated both the military ex-

pertise and political acumen needed to fill one
of our most sensitive security postings. He has
also displayed superb talents as a manager of
resources and personnel and is known through-
out the military as a ‘‘soldier’s soldier.’’

General Joulwan assumes the post of Supreme
Allied Commander at an important time of
change for Europe and for NATO as we seek
to adapt the role of NATO to the needs of
post-cold-war mutual security. I will look to
General Joulwan to continue the outstanding
work of General Shalikashvili as SACEUR faces
up to the challenge of helping guide NATO
through this important period of transition. I
have the utmost trust and confidence in his abil-
ity to do so.
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