
1738

Oct. 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

and let us act on them, so that 200 years from
now our children, 12 generations removed, will
still celebrate this glorious day.

Thank you, and Godspeed.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:24 p.m. in Kenan
Memorial Stadium. In his remarks, he referred

to C.D. Spangler, Jr., president, William C. Fri-
day, president emeritus, and Paul Hardin, chan-
cellor, University of North Carolina; James Taylor,
entertainer; and Luther H. Hodges and Terry
Sanford, former Governors of North Carolina.

Statement on Support for the North American Free Trade Agreement
October 12, 1993

I am very pleased today to acknowledge the
efforts of President Bush, President Carter, and
President Ford in convening a group of promi-
nent citizens for NAFTA. Never before have
former Presidents joined forces to speak to the
Nation about such a pressing issue.

This group includes distinguished Americans
who have demonstrated achievement in such di-
verse fields as government, industry, and civil
rights. These individuals have taken many paths
to prominence, but they have come to a com-
mon conclusion that this trade pact is good for
America and good for America’s economic for-
tunes.

This debate is fundamentally about creating
jobs and defining America’s role in an increas-
ingly competitive global economy. Our funda-
mental choice is whether we will respond to
change and create the high wage jobs of tomor-

row or attempt to cling to the jobs of the past.
America is always at its best when we look to
the future.

While I continue to be concerned about
America’s rate of economic growth, it is increas-
ingly clear that exports are a key factor in boost-
ing our economy. NAFTA represents the best
immediate opportunity to expand our markets
and create new jobs at home.

I am increasingly confident that this agree-
ment will be approved by Congress. When
thoughtful people look at the facts about
NAFTA, they will come to the same conclusion
as this group of distinguished Americans. I am
hopeful that this group will elevate the debate
about NAFTA and participate vigorously in the
discussion about which direction America should
take.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Members of Congress
October 13, 1993

NAFTA

The President. Let me make a brief comment
and then I’ll answer a question or two.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here today. This is, as you can see,
a fairly large bipartisan group of House Mem-
bers who have come for one of a series of meet-
ings I’ve been having to try to persuade them
to vote for the North American Free Trade
Agreement. I want to reiterate that the thing
that has impressed me is that more and more
Members are trying to look beyond the politics

of this issue and just ask what’s good for Amer-
ica, whether it will create jobs for America,
whether it opens the opportunity for more
growth. I strongly believe that. I think we’re
making progress, and I’m looking forward to
having a good discussion.

I thank Mr. Michel for coming, and the
Speaker who was going to come and couldn’t
come at the last minute. But we’ve had good
support there, and I’m looking forward to this
discussion this morning.
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Somalia
Q. Mr. President, Senator Byrd has just an-

nounced his intention to introduce an amend-
ment which would cut off funding for the U.S.
forces in Somalia February 1st, as opposed to
your March 31st. (a) Do you know about this?
(b) What are you going to do about it; what
does it mean?

The President. Well, I just talked to him. He
said that he has—he started off at December
1st as a hard deadline and now says February
1st, and the President can ask for an extension
and the Congress can give. So I appreciate Sen-
ator Byrd working with me on it. I’ve not read
it so I can’t comment on the substance of it.
I’m very interested in what the details are. It’s
not just a question of a deadline, it’s also of
not tying not just my hands but any President’s
hands in foreign policy too much.

Our policy in Somalia, I believe, is beginning
to work. I think the obvious import of what’s
happened in the last few days is that we’re mov-
ing in the right direction, and I hope we can
continue to do that. I can’t comment about the
specific resolution until I’ve read it and until
I know what the alternatives are.

Q. Are you going to get Durant out? Is there
a movement there—the pilot, the captive Amer-
ican?

The President. We’re working very hard to
get him out.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Robert H. Michel, House
Republican leader. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Somalia
October 13, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In response to the request made by the

House and Senate for certain information on
our military operations in Somalia, I am pleased
to forward the attached report.

In transmitting this report, I want to reiterate
the points that I made on October 6 and to
the American people in remarks on October 7.
We went to Somalia on a humanitarian mission.
We saved approximately a million lives that were
at risk of starvation brought on by civil war
that had degenerated into anarchy. We acted
after 350,000 already had died.

Ours was a gesture of a great nation, carried
out by thousands of American citizens, both
military and civilian. We did not then, nor do
we now plan to stay in that country. The United
Nations agreed to assume our military mission
and take on the additional political and rehabili-
tation activities required so that the famine and
anarchy do not resume when the international
presence departs.

For our part, we agreed with the United Na-
tions to participate militarily with a much small-
er U.S. force for a period of time, to help the
United Nations create a secure environment in
which it could ensure the free flow of humani-
tarian relief. At the request of the United Na-

tions and the United States, approximately 30
nations deployed over 20,000 troops as we re-
duced our military presence.

With the recent tragic casualties to American
forces in Somalia, the American people want
to know why we are there, what we are doing,
why we cannot come home immediately, and
when we will come home. Although the report
answers those questions in detail, I want to re-
peat concisely my answers:

• We went to Somalia because without us
a million people would have died. We,
uniquely, were in a position to save them,
and other nations were ready to share the
burden after our initial action.

• What the United States is doing there is
providing, for a limited period of time, lo-
gistics support and security so that the hu-
manitarian and political efforts of the
United Nations, relief organizations, and
others can have a reasonable chance of
success. The United Nations, in turn, has
a longer term political, security, and relief
mission designed to minimize the likeli-
hood that famine and anarchy will return
when the United Nations leaves. The U.S.
military
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