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Oct. 13 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

mission is not now nor was it ever one
of ‘‘nation building.’’

• We cannot leave immediately because the
United Nations has not had an adequate
chance to replace us, nor have the Somalis
had a reasonable opportunity to end their
strife. We want other nations to assume
more of the burden of international peace.
To have them do so, they must think that
they can rely on our commitments when
we make them. Moreover, having been
brutally attacked, were American forces to
leave now we would send a message to
terrorists and other potential adversaries
around the world that they can change our
policies by killing our people. It would be
open season on Americans.

• We will, however, leave no later than
March 31, 1994, except for a few hundred
support troops. That amount of time will
permit the Somali people to make progress
toward political reconciliation and allow the

United States to fulfill our obligations
properly, including the return of any Amer-
icans being detained. We went there for
the right reasons and we will finish the
job in the right way.

While U.S. forces are there, they will be fully
protected with appropriate American military ca-
pability.

Any Americans detained will be the subject
of the most complete and thorough efforts of
which this Government is capable, with the un-
relenting goal of returning them home and re-
turning them to health.

I want to thank all those who have expressed
their support for this approach during the last
week. At difficult times such as these, when
we face international challenges, bipartisan unity
among our two branches of government is vital.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 13, 1993.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Budget Deferrals
October 13, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report eight deferrals of budget authority,
totaling $1.2 billion.

These deferrals affect International Security
Assistance programs as well as programs of the
Agency for International Development and the

Departments of Agriculture, Defense, Health
and Human Services, and State. The details of
these deferrals are contained in the attached
report.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 13, 1993.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the No-Fly Zone in Bosnia-
Herzegovina
October 13, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Six months ago I provided you with my initial

report on the deployment of U.S. combat-
equipped aircraft to support NATO’s enforce-
ment of the no-fly zone in Bosnia-Herzegovina.
I am now providing this follow-up report, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution, to keep
Congress fully informed on our enforcement ef-
fort.

The United Nations Security Council has
been actively addressing the humanitarian and
ethnic crisis in the Balkans since adopting Reso-
lution 713 on September 25, 1991. As a signifi-
cant part of the extensive United Nations effort
in the region, the Security Council acted
through Resolutions 781 and 786 to establish
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