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Appointment for the Board of Governors of the American Red Cross

October 20, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to appoint seven administration officials
to be Government members of the Board of
Governors of the American Red Cross. The
seven are:

Secretary of Defense Les Aspin

Export-Import Bank  Chairman
Brody

Secretary of State Warren Christopher

Secretary of Education Richard Riley

Secretary of Health and Human Services
Donna Shalala

Federal Emergency Management Agency Di-
rector James Lee Witt

Kenneth

Gen. John M. Shalikashvili, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff

“I have long admired and sought to support
the ongoing work of the American Red Cross
to bring aid to those in need both around the
world and here in our own communities,” said
the President. “As I recently saw firsthand dur-
ing the Midwest flooding this summer, their
workers and volunteers are true lifesavers. I am
appointing this senior group of officials to serve
on their board because I want to be sure that
my administration does everything that we can
to support the Red Cross” important work.”

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Haiti

October 20, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I have directed the deployment of U.S. Naval
Forces to participate in the implementation of
the petroleum and arms embargo of Haiti. At
11:59 p.m. E.S.T., October 18, units under the
command of the Commander in Chief, U.S. At-
lantic Command, began enforcement operations
in the waters around Haiti, including the terri-
torial sea of that country, pursuant to my direc-
tion and consistent with United Nations Security
Council Resolutions 841, 873, and 875. I am
providing this report, consistent with the War
Powers Resolution, to ensure that the Congress
is kept fully informed about this important U.S.
action to support multilateral efforts to restore
democracy in Haiti and thereby promote democ-
racy throughout the hemisphere.

During the past week, the world has wit-
nessed lawless, brutal actions by Haiti’s military
and police authorities to thwart the Haitian peo-
ple’s manifest desire for democracy to be re-
turned to their country. With our full support,
the United Nations Security Council has re-
sponded resolutely to these events. On October
16, the Security Council, acting under Chapters
VII and VIII of the United Nations Charter,
adopted Resolution 875. This resolution calls
upon Member States, “acting nationally or
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through regional agencies or arrangements, co-
operating with the legitimate Government of
Haiti, to use such measures commensurate with
the specific circumstances as may be necessary”
to ensure strict implementation of sanctions im-
posed by Resolutions 841 and 873. The mari-
time interception operations I have directed are
conducted under U.S. command and control.
In concert with allied navies, U.S. Naval Forces
will ensure that merchant vessels proceeding to
Haiti are in compliance with the embargo provi-
sions set forth in the Security Council resolu-
tions.

The initial deployment includes six U.S. Navy
ships and supporting elements under the com-
mand of the U.S. Atlantic Command. These
U.S. forces and others as may be necessary,
combined with those forces that other Member
States have committed to this operation, will
conduct intercept operations to ensure that mer-
chant ships proceeding to Haiti are in compli-
ance with United Nations Security Council sanc-
tions. On the first day of the operation, one
of our ships, with U.S. Navy and Coast Guard
personnel aboard, carried out an interception
of a Belize-flag vessel and allowed it to proceed
to its destination after determining that it was
in compliance with the embargo. In addition,
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