
1952

Nov. 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

close to 20 years on the bench as a judge of
outstanding capability,’’ said the President. ‘‘I
expect him to meet that same high standard
as a Federal District Court judge.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Letter to Attorney General Janet Reno on Child Pornography
November 10, 1993

Dear Madam Attorney General:
A dispute recently has arisen over the scope

of the current federal child pornography law.
This dispute impelled the Senate to adopt a
‘‘sense of the Senate’’ resolution expressing its
view that the law reaches broadly. I fully agree
with the Senate about what the proper scope
of the child pornography law should be.

I find all forms of child pornography offensive
and harmful, as I know you do, and I want
the federal government to lead aggressively in
the attack against the scourge of child pornog-
raphy. It represents an unacceptable exploitation
of children and contributes to the degradation
of our national life and to a societal climate
that appears to condone child abuse.

This Administration supports the broadest
possible protections against child pornography
and exploitation. I understand that the Justice
Department recently filed a brief in which the
Department concluded that the current child
pornography law is not as broad as it could
be. Accordingly, the Justice Department should
promptly prepare and submit any necessary leg-
islation to ensure that federal law reaches all
forms of child pornography, including the kinds
of child pornography at issue in the Senate reso-
lution.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on November 11.

Remarks at a Veterans Day Breakfast
November 11, 1993

Good morning. Please be seated.
Hillary and I and Secretary Aspin, Secretary

Brown are delighted to have you here. We want-
ed to begin this Veterans Day with the leaders
of our veterans organizations, with the officials
of the Veterans Administration, with many of
our men and women in uniform today, espe-
cially those who distinguished themselves in the
very difficult firefight in Somalia on October
3d. Some of those brave soldiers are here with
us today, and I know you’ve met them, but
I’d like to begin by just asking them to stand
and be recognized and asking all of us to thank
them. [Applause] Thank you very much. Our
Nation is very proud of them and their com-
rades for the bravery they showed on that day
and for the work they continue to do.

This is an important Veterans Day. This is
the 75th anniversary of the end of World War
I, a defining war for our Nation, when our fore-

bears decided that we could no longer be a
totally isolated or isolationist country.

Later this morning, during ceremonies at Ar-
lington Cemetery, I will present a commemora-
tive medal to Mr. Stanley Coolbaugh, a veteran
of the First World War who will accept it on
behalf of the 30,000 living veterans of World
War I. He was born in another century in a
relatively young nation protected by vast oceans.
He was forced as a young man, along with our
Nation, to answer a profound question which
we still have to ask and answer today: To what
extent must America engage with the rest of
the world; to what extent can we just stay home
and mind our own business? Sometimes that
answer is easy, as it was when we were attacked
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at Pearl Harbor and entered the Second World
War and as it became clear at the end of the
Second World War when we had to try to con-
tain the expansion of communism and engage
in the cold war, an effort which ultimately led
to perhaps the greatest peacetime victory in the
world, the collapse of the Soviet empire.

Now today we have to ask some of the hard
questions again, about how much we should en-
gage and whether we can withdraw. Some of
those difficult questions are being answered by
our men and women in uniform all around the
world. Some of them have to be answered by
those of us here in Washington on nonmilitary
matters. I want to say a special word of thanks
in that regard to the American Legion for en-
dorsing the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment. I said the other day to Admiral Crowe,
who is here, that I was amazed that there were
so many senior military officers who had sponta-
neously come up to me and said that they favor
this treaty. And he and others observed, ‘‘Well,
if you’ve ever been in uniform and been around
the world, you know what it means to have
the opportunity to live in peace with your two
biggest neighbors and to have commerce and
friendly cooperation and competition and what
it means to live and grow together.’’ So I thank
you all for that.

This is a day when the United States has
to reaffirm its commitment to our veterans. On
Memorial Day we thank those veterans who
have given their lives for our country and their
families. Today we thank those veterans who
have given their service to our country and who
are still here among us and for whom we feel
not only great affection but a profound sense
of obligation.

On Memorial Day, I pledged that our Gov-
ernment would declassify virtually all the docu-
ments related to all individuals held as prisoners
of war or missing in action, to help answer ques-
tions that have haunted too many families for
too long. Some of those questions may never
be answered, but we have to try. And I can
tell you that as of last night, in keeping with
my commitment on Memorial Day to finish this
job by Veterans Day, we have done that. We
have declassified all the relevant documents that
we can to answer the questions about the MIA’s
and the POW’s.

Secondly, I had the opportunity yesterday to
sign a proclamation to honor our women vet-
erans in National Women Veterans Recognition

Week, and to welcome to the office that I hold
now Diane Evans and the board of the Vietnam
Women’s Memorial Project. They presented me
with this wonderful replica of the statue being
dedicated today to recognize the sacrifices of
all the veterans of the Vietnam War and to
further the process of healing and reconciliation.
It is a magnificent work of art, gripping in so
many ways. And I know that today’s ceremony
will grab the attention and the emotions and
the convictions of the American people.

Third, I am about to sign into law an increase
in the cost of living allowance for our disabled
veterans. With the leadership of the relevant
chairmen in our Congress, Senator Jay Rocke-
feller and Congressman Sonny Montgomery, this
new law will help 2.5 million American veterans
and their families to keep pace with the rising
cost of living.

And finally, as you know, with the leadership
of the First Lady and many others, we are doing
our best to provide health security to all Amer-
ican people in a way that will improve the access
and quality of veterans’ health care in America.
Of all the plans that have been addressed to
deal with the health care problem, ours is the
only one that has made a serious effort to ad-
dress the concerns of our veterans. I’m very
proud of that, and I thank all of you who had
anything to do with it.

With these actions on this Veterans Day, we
continue a contract we can never fulfill to de-
fend our Nation’s security, to defend the secu-
rity in the interest of those who have served
our Nation and made it secure. I know that
your service can never be repaid in full, but
it can always be honored and must never be
forgotten. So today, as I sign this law, let me
tell you on behalf of a grateful Nation, we honor
you, we will not forget you, and we are grateful
for the security that you provide for all of us.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. in the East
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to Adm. William J. Crowe, Jr., USN
(Ret.), Chairman of the President’s Foreign Intel-
ligence Advisory Board. S. 616, the Veterans’
Compensation Rates Amendments of 1993, ap-
proved November 11, was assigned Public Law
No. 103–140.
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