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ing is not intended to make decisions, we should
not hesitate to think boldly about where such
efforts could lead.

For this organization, these meetings and
these relationships we are forging today can lead
our members toward shared expectations about
our common responsibilities and our common
future. Even now we can begin to imagine what
a new Pacific community might look like by
the end of this decade, and that’s not very far
away.

Imagine an Asian-Pacific region in which ro-
bust and open economic competition is a source
of jobs and opportunity without becoming a
source of hostility and instability, a sense of re-
sentment or unfairness. Imagine a region in
which the diversity of our economies remains
a source of dynamism and enrichment, just as
the diversity of our own people in America make
our Nation more vibrant and resilient. Imagine
this region in which newly emerging economic
freedoms are matched by greater individual
freedoms, political freedoms, and human rights;
a region in which all nations, all nations, enjoy
those human rights and free elections.

In such a future we could see Japan fast be-
coming a model of political reform as well as
an economic colossus, pursuing policies that en-
able our economic relations to be a source of
greater mutual benefit and mutual satisfaction
to our peoples. We could see China expressing
the greatness and power of its people and its
culture by playing a constructive regional and

global leadership role while moving toward
greater internal liberalization. We could see
Vietnam more integrated into the region’s eco-
nomic and political life after providing the full-
est possible accounting of those Americans who
did not return from the war there.

We could even see a Korean Peninsula that
no longer braces for war but that lives in peace
and security because its people, both north and
south, have decided on the terms of reunifica-
tion. We could see a region where weapons
of mass destruction are not among the exports
and where security and stability are assured by
mutual strength, respect, and cooperation, a re-
gion in which diverse cultures and economies
show their common wisdom and humanity by
joining to preserve the glory of the Pacific envi-
ronment for future generations.

Such goals extend beyond tomorrow’s agenda.
But they must not lie beyond our vision. This
week our Nation has proved a willingness to
reach out in the face of change to further the
cause of progress. Now we must do so again.
We must reach out to the economies of the
Pacific. We must work with them to build a
better future for our people and for theirs. At
this moment in history, that is our solemn re-
sponsibility and our great opportunity.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:42 a.m. in the
Spanish Ballroom at the Four Seasons Hotel.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister
Morihiro Hosokawa of Japan in Seattle
November 19, 1993

China

Q. Mr. President, having accused the Bush
administration of ‘‘coddle China,’’ what is your
response to those who are upset about the com-
puter sale and other initiatives which you are
making to the Chinese?

The President. That we haven’t changed our
policy. Our policy is to try to engage China
but to be very firm with the human rights issues,
to be very firm on the weapons proliferation
issues. But there are 1.2 billion people in China,
and we don’t believe we can achieve our objec-

tives within the context of complete isolation.
And in this case, the computer sale for their
weather service is something that they could
get elsewhere if they didn’t get it from the
United States. I think it is an important indica-
tion that we are willing to work with them if
they will reciprocate across a whole broad range
of issues involving human rights, proliferation,
and trade. And of course, in my next meeting
I’ll have a chance to talk about that.
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Japan
Q. And sir, what do you expect from the

Japanese now? It’s been a few months since
Tokyo——

The President. Well, first of all, let me say
it has been a few months, but it’s been a re-
markable few months for Japan. I want to ap-
plaud the Prime Minister on his successes in
promoting political reform. We had a very good
meeting already today, and we have many more
things to discuss.

I have invited him to the United States, and
he has accepted to come in early February to
continue our discussions on our bilateral eco-
nomic relationships and what we can do to im-
prove them, to deal with the trade deficit, and
to do a number of other things that we’re trying
to do. And so we’re going to have another meet-
ing in early February, and we’ll have more to
say about that then.

But I’ve been very impressed, I must say,
with the changes that he’s making in Japan and
with so much on his plate with the political
issue that they still—this government has
opened its construction market more to us,
something that I very much appreciate. And it’s
an indication that we’ll be able to make more
progress in the months ahead.

Asian-Pacific Security
Q. Sir, when you spoke of APEC promoting

security for Asia-Pacific nations, what did you
have in mind? Anything along the lines of what
NATO does for European security?

The President. What I meant by that is I
think that we all have to work together, as we
are now, on the issues of concern to us. As
you know, the United States is very concerned
that North Korea not become a nuclear power
and adhere to the missile technology control
regime, I mean, the nonproliferation of nuclear
weapons issue. And we have worked very hard
to try to get our inspectors in there through
IAEA. And the Japanese and the Chinese, I
might add, have been very cooperative with us
and tried very hard to give us good advice, and
we consulted together. That’s the kind of thing
I think we have to do more of.

Japan
Q. Can we ask the Prime Minister a question,

please? Mr. Prime Minister, now that you’ve
won your political reforms, do you think it will

be possible to open up, including the rice mar-
ket perhaps?

Prime Minister Hosokawa. First of all, let me
say that I haven’t succeeded in completing my
political reform. In the Japanese House of
Counselors, the situation is more difficult. And
let me give you an idea. It is something like
the difficulty which was faced by the U.S. Con-
gress recently with regard to the NAFTA issue.
The same level of difficulty is facing me in try-
ing to pass political reform in the Japanese
House of Counselors.

Now, with regard to the rice issue that you
raised, let me point out that this is a very serious
issue in Japan, and one has to be very careful
in not getting this rice issue in the way of polit-
ical reform.

Now, let me also say that, of course, Japan
is ready to make its utmost effort to bring about
the successful conclusion of the Uruguay round.
But having said all of this, I will have to con-
tinue to make and exert my best efforts in order
to successfully complete Japanese political re-
form.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

APEC and Japan
Q. Mr. President, do you agree with the

Prime Minister on the concept of the Asian-
Pacific community?

The President. We have some more talks to
hold, but I believe we are generally in agree-
ment that we should attempt to use this forum
to broaden trade and deepen understanding and
perhaps to accelerate the pace at which we can
increase trade and economic growth in the re-
gion.

I must say, this is, I believe, my first oppor-
tunity to talk to the Japanese press since my
United Nations speech. I have been very im-
pressed with the work the Prime Minister and
the new government have done in passing polit-
ical reform—I know it’s not over yet, but it’s
making good progress—and in reaching out to
the United States on a number of issues. So
I’m pleased with the way things are going now
and very appreciative of the work the Prime
Minister is doing.

Q. Mr. President, is there any difference of
the atmosphere of this meeting and the former
meeting in September with Prime Minister
Hosokawa?

The President. With the meeting last Septem-
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ber?
Q. Yes.
The President. I don’t know how to describe

it. That was also, I thought, a very good meet-
ing. But I have an intense interest in the
changes that are going on in Japan now, and
I am watching them with great admiration. As
you know, I think, based on what I said when
I was in Japan for the G–7 meeting, I strongly
feel that both our nations have a lot of changes
to make. And it’s always difficult to make
change. So I think this meeting—there’s a lot

of feeling that we share a certain destiny here—
the Prime Minister working on his political re-
form measures, and I’ve been working on trying
to open the trading systems through NAFTA.
I really very much respect what is going on
in Japan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. in the
North Kirkland Cutter Room at the Rainier Club.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this exchange.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters Following Discussions With
President Jiang Zemin of China in Seattle
November 19, 1993

The President. Good afternoon. I have just
completed a meeting with President Jiang of
China which I believe was very productive. It
was an important meeting for the people of
China and the people of the United States.
China, after all, is home to one of every five
people who live on this planet and is the world’s
fastest growing major economy. We have to
work together on a wide range of issues of re-
gional significance and of global significance.

President Jiang said to me in a letter that
we need to talk to each other not because we
have no differences but because we do have
differences and need to resolve them. Today
I tried to be as forthright and clear as I could
about our common interests and about our clear
differences.

We agreed on the need to work on improving
our relationship. We know that what we do af-
fects not only our own people but all the people
in the world. When we work together we’re
a powerful force for security and economic
progress. As fellow members of the U.N. Secu-
rity Council, we have worked side by side on
many things, including Cambodia and Haiti.

In our meeting I reaffirmed the United States
support for the three joint communiques as the
bedrock of our one China policy. We agreed
on the need to preserve the peace and stability
of the Korean Peninsula and to work together
to ensure that North Korea resolves the world’s
concerns over its nuclear problems.

We also discussed very frankly areas of dis-
agreement. I emphasized to President Jiang the

need for early, concrete progress on aspects of
China policy and practice that are of deep con-
cern to the American people: human rights, in-
cluding Tibet; trade practices; and nonprolifera-
tion. Over the past few months we have had
a number of bilateral meetings in Beijing and
Washington to explore the possibilities for
progress in these key areas. Our meeting today
is a part of that ongoing process. I hope it
can lead to substantial advances.

In our meeting today I especially stressed our
concerns in the area of human rights. Last May
I put forward key human rights conditions that
must be met if most-favored-nation status to
China is to be renewed next spring. I told Presi-
dent Jiang that I welcome our dialog on human
rights. I hope we can make significant progress
on these issues very soon. I mentioned in par-
ticular the need for prison access by the ICRC,
the question of releasing political prisoners, es-
pecially those who are sick. I particularly men-
tioned the case of Wang Jontao. I asked for
a dialog on Tibet with the Dalai Lama or his
representatives. And I discussed the question
of prison labor and the need for our customs
officials to visit other facilities as already called
for in our memorandum of understanding.

In other words, on the question of human
rights, I attempted to be quite specific, not im-
plying that the United States could dictate to
China or that China could dictate to the United
States the general conditions or institutions of
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