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I congratulate the House leadership for their
energetic effort to pass this difficult legislation,
and I look forward to signing the strongest pos-
sible bill when it reaches my desk in its final

form. All in all, this is a breakthrough for polit-
ical reform and a sign that we have heard the
American people.

Appointment for Deputy Counsel to the President
November 22, 1993

The President announced today that he has
appointed Washington attorney Joel Klein to be
Deputy Counsel to the President. The appoint-
ment is effective December 1, 1993.

‘‘With a long and distinguished record of
achievement and public service, Joel Klein has
proven himself one of the finest lawyers in

Washington. His wisdom has been invaluable to
me on a number of occasions already, and I
expect that he will be an important advisor to
me as Deputy Counsel,’’ said the President.

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Treasurer of the United States
November 22, 1993

The President announced today that he has
nominated Ohio treasurer Mary Ellen Withrow
to be the Treasurer of the United States. The
position is subject to Senate confirmation.

‘‘Mary Ellen Withrow is an outstanding public
servant who has been widely recognized for her
innovative and efficient management of the peo-
ple of Ohio’s money,’’ said the President. ‘‘As

U.S. Treasurer she will play an important role
in our efforts to cut waste and improve the
management of public money in the Federal
Government.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders
November 23, 1993

The President. I want to make a brief state-
ment; then I’ll answer a question or two.

The primary purpose of this meeting is for
me to have a chance to thank the bipartisan
congressional leadership for their cooperation
and for our good working relationship here in
this first year. I first met with this group on
January 26th. We’ve met many times since then.
I’ve been to Capitol Hill, I think, 15 times.
This is only the second time in 60 years when
there’s been no Presidential veto in a year.
Sometimes the major initiatives that were passed

were passed with partisan votes but many times
with bipartisan votes. And this was a remarkable
year.

We passed the big deficit reduction package,
which has kept interest rates down and inflation
down and has contributed to a major increase
in investment and job growth in the country.
We passed with bipartisan support national serv-
ice, NAFTA, the family and medical leave bill,
major flood relief for people in the Middle
West; both Houses have passed the campaign
finance bill, a crime bill, the Brady bill. Health
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care reform has been introduced. This has been
a very productive year, and I am extremely
grateful to the leadership of both Houses for
working so closely with the White House.

I also want to just thank the Members of
Congress for working so hard. By my count they
spent about 40 percent more hours in session
than is normal for this year. And I appreciate
that, and I wish them a good Thanksgiving.

The last point I would like to make is, as
most of you know, the person who handled my
congressional relations, Howard Paster, will be
leaving the White House at the end of the year.
And I want to publicly thank him for the work
he did with both Houses, in both parties, and
representing me so effectively. I think he’s done
a wonderful job, and he’s going to be hard to
replace.

Representatives Bonior and Gephardt
Q. You don’t think that Bonior and Gephardt

did you any favors this year, do you?
The President. They did me a lot of favors.

If they hadn’t voted for the budget and helped
me pass it, we would have never gotten it en-
acted.

Handgun Control Legislation
Q. Mr. President, what’s your reaction to Sen-

ator Dole’s latest attempt to hold up the Brady
bill? And what do you think you can do about
it?

The President. Wait a minute. We’re working
on that. And I think—they’re not as far apart
as you think, at least Senator Dole. I still have—
you know me, I believe in miracles. I believe
that we may still get this worked out.

Senator Dole. He called me—when I came
in. [Laughter]

Q. Is Senator Mitchell going to call the Senate
back if they don’t pass it today?

The President. Well, that’s up to Senator
Mitchell. But let us work today. Let’s see what
we can do today. We’re working on something
today, and let’s let today pass, and then we’ll
be able to talk about it.

Q. Well, what does Senator Mitchell say?
Senator Mitchell. It’s very nice of you to come

here and wish us a happy Thanksgiving.
No, the answer is that if we don’t work it

out and pass it today, we will be back next
week.

Q. Senator Dole, what will it take for you
to throw your support behind the Brady bill
now?

Senator Dole. I think we can talk to you later.
[Laughter]

The President. We’re trying to get this worked
out. Give us a chance. We’re trying to get this
worked out.

Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs
Q. And who’s replacing Howard?
The President. I haven’t made a decision. Are

you interested in the job, Jim [Jim Miklaszewski,
NBC News]?

Q. No, thank you. I’ve seen what he had
to go through this past year.

The President. Lower pay and longer hours,
it’s the kind of thing——

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President Kim
Yong-sam of South Korea
November 23, 1993

North Korea

Q. We’ll ask about Korea this time. Are you
both on board with the same package for North
Korea to permit international inspection of its
nuclear sites?

President Clinton. Well, we’ll have a state-
ment about that later. We just started our meet-

ing. So I think we have to have the meeting
before we can make a statement.

Q. But it appears that President Kim seems
to have a deviation in the policy.

President Clinton. We haven’t had our meet-
ing yet. Give us a chance to talk about it, and
then we’ll be glad to comment about it.

Q. Are your options limited since China and
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