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care reform has been introduced. This has been
a very productive year, and I am extremely
grateful to the leadership of both Houses for
working so closely with the White House.

I also want to just thank the Members of
Congress for working so hard. By my count they
spent about 40 percent more hours in session
than is normal for this year. And I appreciate
that, and I wish them a good Thanksgiving.

The last point I would like to make is, as
most of you know, the person who handled my
congressional relations, Howard Paster, will be
leaving the White House at the end of the year.
And I want to publicly thank him for the work
he did with both Houses, in both parties, and
representing me so effectively. I think he’s done
a wonderful job, and he’s going to be hard to
replace.

Representatives Bonior and Gephardt
Q. You don’t think that Bonior and Gephardt

did you any favors this year, do you?
The President. They did me a lot of favors.

If they hadn’t voted for the budget and helped
me pass it, we would have never gotten it en-
acted.

Handgun Control Legislation
Q. Mr. President, what’s your reaction to Sen-

ator Dole’s latest attempt to hold up the Brady
bill? And what do you think you can do about
it?

The President. Wait a minute. We’re working
on that. And I think—they’re not as far apart
as you think, at least Senator Dole. I still have—
you know me, I believe in miracles. I believe
that we may still get this worked out.

Senator Dole. He called me—when I came
in. [Laughter]

Q. Is Senator Mitchell going to call the Senate
back if they don’t pass it today?

The President. Well, that’s up to Senator
Mitchell. But let us work today. Let’s see what
we can do today. We’re working on something
today, and let’s let today pass, and then we’ll
be able to talk about it.

Q. Well, what does Senator Mitchell say?
Senator Mitchell. It’s very nice of you to come

here and wish us a happy Thanksgiving.
No, the answer is that if we don’t work it

out and pass it today, we will be back next
week.

Q. Senator Dole, what will it take for you
to throw your support behind the Brady bill
now?

Senator Dole. I think we can talk to you later.
[Laughter]

The President. We’re trying to get this worked
out. Give us a chance. We’re trying to get this
worked out.

Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs
Q. And who’s replacing Howard?
The President. I haven’t made a decision. Are

you interested in the job, Jim [Jim Miklaszewski,
NBC News]?

Q. No, thank you. I’ve seen what he had
to go through this past year.

The President. Lower pay and longer hours,
it’s the kind of thing——

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President Kim
Yong-sam of South Korea
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North Korea

Q. We’ll ask about Korea this time. Are you
both on board with the same package for North
Korea to permit international inspection of its
nuclear sites?

President Clinton. Well, we’ll have a state-
ment about that later. We just started our meet-

ing. So I think we have to have the meeting
before we can make a statement.

Q. But it appears that President Kim seems
to have a deviation in the policy.

President Clinton. We haven’t had our meet-
ing yet. Give us a chance to talk about it, and
then we’ll be glad to comment about it.

Q. Are your options limited since China and
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Japan don’t want you to proceed with sanctions?
President Clinton. I think I’d like to comment

on all that in the—we’ll have a press statement,
and then I’ll answer questions about it. But I
really would like to speak with President Kim
first.

Q. Do you know if North Korea has a nuclear
weapon at this point?

President Clinton. I want to have this meeting
first and then I’ll——

Q. What else can we ask you about?
Q. Nothing ventured——

Philadelphia State Senate Campaign
Q. Are you going to ask the Attorney General

to look into the Philadelphia State senate race?
One of the——

Q. Gingrich said you would.
Q. Are you going to do that, do you think?
President Clinton. The first I even knew about

it was this morning. I don’t know enough about
it to give an answer. I’ll have to look into it.
I had not heard anything about it until this
morning. I knew nothing about it until he men-
tioned it this morning.

President Kim’s Visit
Q. How come you didn’t jog together today?
President Clinton. Tomorrow. I don’t know

if he’ll run with me tomorrow, but I’d like him
to.

Q. It depends on how late your dinner is.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room and another group came in.]

President Kim. My impression is that most
of the journalists would like to raise interest
by describing the subject as a very difficult issue.
In fact, sometimes they’re very simple ones, in
a way unnecessarily complicates—[inaudible]

I think that this time we had a very sizable
amount of journalist delegation this time. More
than 100 people, I think, accompanied me on
my visit in the U.S. this time.

President Clinton. They all got to go first to
Seattle, and then here?

President Kim. Yes.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:08 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference With President Kim Yong-sam of
South Korea
November 23, 1993

President Clinton. Good afternoon. It is a
great pleasure and an honor for me to welcome
President Kim Yong-sam to Washington today.
During my visit to Seoul in July, I had the
opportunity to visit with President Kim at the
Blue House, which is Korea’s Presidential resi-
dence. I am honored to return his gracious hos-
pitality today by welcoming him to our White
House.

I have a great deal of admiration for President
Kim, who for decades has worked tirelessly to
broaden Korea’s democracy at great personal
cost to himself. His democratic passage to the
Presidency is an inspiring measure of Korea’s
progress, proof that freedom knows no regional
bounds. I’m delighted his contributions to Ko-
rean democracy were acknowledged when he
received the Averell Harriman award from the
National Democratic Institute last evening.

The discussions President Kim and I held
today were far ranging and highly productive.
We continued our conversation from the APEC
leaders meeting in Seattle and expressed our
mutual support for APEC’s ideal of an Asian-
Pacific region even more closely integrated
through open markets and open societies.

Today we discussed the actions President Kim
is taking to advance that vision in his nation.
He’s taken a number of encouraging steps to
remove barriers to foreign investment, open fi-
nancial markets, and strengthen intellectual
property rights. I’m also very encouraged by the
good start of the U.S.-Korea dialog on economic
cooperation. We must work now to implement
the proposals raised in that dialog. Our eco-
nomic cooperation will be especially vital as both
our nations seek to achieve a new GATT agree-
ment in the next few weeks. Like the United
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