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behavior. They cannot anymore blame us for
their behavior. This is about their behavior, not
mine. I approached them in the spirit of peace.
I was elated when they joined this nonprolifera-
tion group, when they said, ‘‘We want to work
our differences out with South Korea; we want
a relationship with the rest of the world.’’ I
would like to have a relationship with North
Korea. I would like for them to work out their
differences with South Korea. But that’s up to
them, not me.

Mr. Smith. If they act on these sanctions—
[inaudible]—does that mean we are prepared
to go to war with North Korea?

The President. Well, I don’t want to join their
escalation of words. We have a treaty commit-
ment that commits us to the security of South
Korea. They are our friends; they are our allies.
There are American soldiers today on the DMZ.
I have visited them there. They are brave;
they’re good people; they’re doing their job. And
we will honor our treaty commitments.

But we are not trying to provoke North
Korea. We are only asking them to do what
they have already promised to do. And if they
will keep their promise, the promises of the
West and of Japan and of South Korea and
now even of China and Russia who do not want
them to do this, to be a part of a great world
community—[inaudible]. These people have tal-
ent. They have achieved some things. They have
quite a lot of technological proficiency, even
though they’re very poor economically. They’ve
done well in other things. We want them to
come be a part of our world, not to run away
from it.

Mr. Smith. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Thanks, Harry.

NOTE. The interview began at 8:13 p.m. aboard
the U.S.S. George Washington en route to Nor-
mandy, France. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Interview With Sam Donaldson of ABC News
June 5, 1994

North Korea

Mr. Donaldson. Mr. President, thank you very
much for the interview. A lot of people have
suggested that if North Korea can’t be brought
to reason and other nations such as China and
Russia don’t support tough sanctions, that the
United States ought to impose them unilaterally.
Do you agree?

The President. Let me first say that the Amer-
ican people need to understand what’s at stake
here. They agreed not to become a nuclear
power. They have honored the testing require-
ments for what they’ve done since I’ve been
in office. But they still haven’t allowed us to
test for what they did in 1989. Under those
circumstances, I don’t think we have any choice
but to go to the United Nations for sanctions.
I have talked with President Yeltsin, along with
Prime Minister Major and the new Prime Min-
ister of Italy, Mr. Berlusconi. I’m going to see
the French leaders the day after tomorrow. We
are in touch with the Chinese.

I believe there is a general sense in the world
community that we have to go forward with

a sanctions resolution in the United Nations.
I don’t want to say what I’ll do if we lose there
because I’m not prepared to say we will lose
there. I think most people know and believe
that the North Koreans should cooperate on
this. After all, they promised to do it. We’re
just asking them to keep their word.

Mr. Donaldson. I understand, sir, but Sec-
retary Perry suggested today that in fact the
United States would do it alone if it had to.

The President. Well, there is—we would not
have to go it alone. The real question is could
we have what has been called a coalition of
the willing that included as many nations as
would observe the sanctions as possible? The
answer to that is we would certainly consider
that if we failed at the United Nations. But
keep in mind, China and Russia have both
moved toward the West. And both have interests
like Japan’s, South Korea’s, and the United
States. None of us wish North Korea to be
a nuclear power. And all of us know they prom-
ised they wouldn’t be one. All of us know they
still deal with other rogue states who support
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terrorists. And we don’t think this is a very good
trend. So I think we’ll work together. I predict
to you that we’ll work out a common course.
And of course what I hope is that the North
Koreans will turn away and come back to us.

Mr. Donaldson. Senator Dole said yesterday
that North Korea’s bluffing, he believes, when
it says that it would invade the South if tough
sanctions are imposed. Do you think they’re
bluffing?

The President. I don’t think that they would
risk the certain terrible defeat and destruction
that would occur if they did that. But we can’t
afford to assume anything. That is, what I have
tried to do is to make sure our people are well
prepared and well disciplined for all
eventualities, as they have been, I think,
throughout their presence in Korea.

General Luck asked me for some extra sup-
port, and we’ve provided that. And I’m con-
fident we’re there, prepared to do our job. But
I don’t want any war talk. I want this to be
about peace talk. What happens in North Korea
and to North Korea is a function of what North
Korea does, not the rest of us.

Mr. Donaldson. I understand, sir, that you
don’t want any war talk, but to put it very blunt-
ly, I think a lot of people want to know whether
the Clinton administration will back down if
push comes to shove.

The President. No, the answer to that is no.
The answer is we are in South Korea. We have
a solemn commitment to them. They are our
allies. They are certainly prepared to go forward
in the United Nations; so are we.

Senator Dole says they’re bluffing when they
consider sanctions to be an act of war; I think
that may be the opinion most people have. But
nonetheless, we are going to be extra prepared.
We want to do what we can to do our mission
and to protect the American troops there as
much as possible. I just don’t want to raise
any red flags of fear. We need to be very firm,
very resolute, and go forward.

I’m talking to the other world leaders about
it. I think we will go forward.

The Economy
Mr. Donaldson. Mr. President, Bob Wood-

ward’s coming out with a book in which he
says that Alan Greenspan, the Chairman of the
Fed, has been sort of a teacher to you and
in fact has swayed you from your original cam-

paign commitments in a populist sense. Is that
right?

The President. No. But it is true that I’ve
had probably a more candid relationship with
Mr. Greenspan than previous Presidents. That’s
because I believed very strongly that unless we
got interest rates down last year we couldn’t
spur this economy. I think in general our eco-
nomic plan, our process for developing the plan
was a good one. The decisions we made were
right. I think that there is no better populism
than producing 3.36 millions jobs in 16 months.
I think we’ve done a pretty good job.

And I talked with Mr. Greenspan extensively
without asking him to promise me what he was
going to do, because I wanted to get a feel
for how the Fed looked at this. What we wanted
to do was get the deficit down, get interest
rates down, cut spending, but increase invest-
ment in education and training and new tech-
nologies. We have done that.

Mr. Donaldson. Interest rates did come down,
but now long-term interest rates are about
where they were when your Presidency began.
And short-term rates are being jacked up by
the Fed.

The President. But why? Why are they going
up? They’re going up this time because there
is robust growth in the economy, because jobs
are being created, because, to quote the Fed,
they want ‘‘short-term interest rates to be a neu-
tral position,’’ that is, neither promoting growth
nor retarding it, so that the natural growth of
the economy can take place. And the Fed an-
nounced the last time they raised rates that
they—implicitly they said they weren’t going to
do it for a while. And if they don’t do it for
a while, the economy will continue to grow.

Mr. Donaldson. So it would suit you if we’ve
seen the last hike in short-term interest rates
this year?

The President. In the absence of evidence of
inflation, yes. There is no compelling evidence
that there’s a lot of long-term inflation on the
horizon. We have good growth in the economy.
The strategy is working; we’re creating jobs.
That’s the only thing that matters. Are the
American people going back to work? Are we
turning the economy around? The answer to
that is yes.

Mr. Donaldson. But you know, I think a lot
of people don’t understand that when employ-
ment rises and when growth is pretty good, the
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bond market goes nuts. Does that make any
sense?

The President. It hasn’t been an entirely ra-
tional policy. And I’m not sure that people who
fix the interest rates the Government charges
weren’t surprised a little by what the bond mar-
ket has done. Keep in mind, we can’t be gov-
erned by the momentary trends in the bond
market or the stock market to a lesser extent
because they move for reasons that may not
be tied to the real economy.

I can remember times, if you go back to
the eighties and the early nineties, where the
stock market would go up and the bond market
would go up and the economy would go down.
And what we want is, we want a healthy stock
market, we want a healthy bond market, that
is, strong bond prices, low interest rates, but
we really want a healthy real economy. We want
it on Main Street. We want people working.
Right now, the Main Street economy is coming
back. That’s the economy that I wanted to
change as President.

Virginia Senatorial Campaign
Mr. Donaldson. Let me move on to another

topic. Colonel Oliver North was nominated yes-
terday in Virginia by the Republicans. Is it going
to be a tough race for Senator Robb? What
do you think?

The President. Well, I expect so. Colonel
North represents a clear choice for the people
of Virginia and the clear triumph for the radical
right. They have been working to try to take
over, first, the Republican Party and, second,
this country, pretty hard now for 15 years.
They’ve been up; they’ve been down. They’re
up again right now. And they represent a dra-
matic break there. They can raise a lot of
money. They will stop at nothing. They will say
anything. I know; I’m probably the prime recipi-
ent of their venom. And my guess is that the
people of Virginia, once they see what their
stark choices are, will choose Senator Robb. He
distinguished himself as a Marine Corps officer
in combat, in peacetime. He was a good Gov-
ernor. He’s been a good Senator. I believe he
will prevail.

D-Day Commemoration
Mr. Donaldson. All right. Let me move now

to D-Day. Mr. President, I was here 10 years
ago when Ronald Reagan gave all those wonder-
ful speeches and brought tears to everyone’s

eyes. Now, that’s a tough act to follow. Are
you going to be able to follow it?

The President. I don’t think of it that way.
What I have tried to do is to speak for the
American people on this occasion. I worked
hard to learn as much as I could about it, to
talk to many veterans, to talk to people who
actually came out of those landing craft and
poured onto the beaches. And I’m going to do
my best to speak for America. My job is to
do the very best I can in the moment that
I am President with this responsibility. I can’t
think about what anybody else did. I was moved
by what he said. And I hope that I will capture
the moment for America.

Vietnam War
Mr. Donaldson. Sir, you know that there are

going to be a lot of people out there who resent
the fact that you didn’t serve and particularly
because they believe you made a deliberate ef-
fort to avoid service. What would you say to
them?

The President. Well, I can’t add much to what
I said in the campaign and much to what the
evidence shows. I did feel ambivalence. I also
at one time made an attempt, as you know,
to get back into the draft, but that’s not the
important thing. I can’t change the fact that
I was opposed to our involvement in Vietnam.
I still think on balance it did more harm than
good even though we were well motivated. But
we can’t rewrite history. You can only live in
the time and place that you are. And I am
doing my best to do a good job and to be
faithful to my duties as Commander in Chief.
I have worked hard at it. I have aggressively
sought out the best opinions I could get in the
military. And I work at it every day.

I must say I’ve been very touched by the
World War II veterans who in such large num-
bers—particularly when I was in Italy, had the
chance to spend a couple hours with them—
said that they were supporting me. And these
young men here said the same thing. I have
to do my job now. I can’t be encumbered by
what other people think about that.

Mr. Donaldson. Mr. President, my time is
up. I thank you for the interview. Rick Kaplan
wanted me to ask a number of mean questions,
and I want the record to show that I refrained
from doing so. [Laughter]

The President. You tell Rick not to discipline
you too hard. [Laughter]



1038

June 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

Mr. Donaldson. Thank you very much, sir.
The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview began at 8:25 p.m. aboard
the U.S.S. George Washington en route to Nor-

mandy, France. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to Rick Kaplan, executive producer, ‘‘ABC
World News Tonight.’’ A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this interview.

Interview With Tom Brokaw of NBC News
June 5, 1994

D-Day Commemoration

Mr. Brokaw. Mr. President, I know you did
a lot of homework for this occasion, but could
any amount of homework prepare you for the
emotion of what you’ve been going through and
what you will go through?

The President. No. You know, we were in
Italy, and I knew that many, many of our service
people who fought there in that very difficult
campaign thought that their service had never
been adequately recognized. But nothing pre-
pared me for the impact of the thousands of
graves at Nettuno and what the veterans felt.
Nothing, nothing could have prepared me for
the emotional impact of what I saw outside of
Cambridge with that Wall of the Missing, the
5,000 people, including Glenn Miller and Joseph
Kennedy who died in air crashes, were never
recovered. You can read about it, you can talk
to people about it, but until you’re there and
it hits you, you can’t imagine.

Mr. Brokaw. For this generation, your genera-
tion, for that matter, what are the lessons to
be learned now from that day, D-Day, and that
time?

The President. First of all, I think it’s impor-
tant to remember that what D-Day proved more
than anything else was, to use General Eisen-
hower’s words, the fury of an aroused democ-
racy is still the most important force in the
world. The fact that we were a free people—
and yes, maybe we were a little slow, you can
argue in hindsight, to respond to Hitler’s aggres-
sion, but the fact that we were a free people,
full of young, gifted men and women, like these
young men sitting behind you today, who fig-
ured out how to win this war and would not
be denied is a great lesson for today. Our system
of government is still the best, and we should
never forget that, because it is disorganized to
some extent or messy but at least it allows us

to govern ourselves from the inside, from our
genuine emotions.

The second lesson I think we have to learn
is that if we do what the people who won that
war want us to do, if we do what Roosevelt
and Churchill and Eisenhower and the others
wanted us to do in the post-cold-war era, that
is, if we stay involved in the world knowing
we can’t solve every problem, knowing we can’t
end every conflict, but knowing that we have
to contain these things so that they don’t flare
up, then we’ll never have to have another D-
Day. That is the ultimate lesson. They all fought
and died so that we wouldn’t have to do that
again. And the only way we can be sure is
to stay strong and stay involved. And in a very
uncertain world, knowing that from time to time
we may make mistakes but that the ultimate
lesson is as long as we’re involved and we’re
trying to stop and contain these conflicts, we
won’t have another D-Day.

Foreign Policy
Mr. Brokaw. Those leaders that you just cited

always knew when to draw the line. There is
a continuing perception that you’re still not
comfortable with national security decisions. Can
you help correct that during this occasion?

The President. Well, I think for one thing,
the answer is—the short answer to that is yes,
but the longer answer is slightly more complex,
and I’d like to have the chance to answer it.

What we’re trying to do is to do in the post-
cold-war era what the leaders after World War
II had to do. Keep in mind, they didn’t quite
know where to join the line either. For years
people criticized President Truman because
Russia built a Communist empire and occupied
all of Eastern Europe. It took some time to
figure out, you know, what was NATO going
to do, what was the Marshall plan all about,
what was our position in Asia going to be. And
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