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remember, as well, that over 40 million human
beings from every side perished: soldiers on the
field of battle, Jews in the ghettos and death
camps, civilians ravaged by shell fire and famine.
May God give rest to all their souls.

Fifty years later, what a different world we
live in. Germany, Japan, and Italy, liberated by
our victory, now stand among our closest allies
and the staunchest defenders of freedom. Rus-
sia, decimated during the war and frozen after-
ward in communism and cold war, has been
reborn in democracy. And as freedom rings from
Prague to Kiev, the liberation of this continent
is nearly complete.

Now the question falls to our generation: How
will we build upon the sacrifice of D-Day’s he-
roes? Like the soldiers of Omaha Beach, we
cannot stand still. We cannot stay safe by doing
so. Avoiding today’s problems would be our own
generation’s appeasements. For just as freedom
has a price, it also has a purpose, and its name
is progress. Today, our mission is to expand
freedom’s reach forward; to test the full poten-
tial of each of our own citizens; to strengthen
our families, our faith, and our communities;
to fight indifference and intolerance; to keep
our Nation strong; and to light the lives of those

still dwelling in the darkness of undemocratic
rule. Our parents did that and more; we must
do nothing less. They struggled in war so that
we might strive in peace.

We know that progress is not inevitable. But
neither was victory upon these beaches. Now,
as then, the inner voice tells us to stand up
and move forward. Now, as then, free people
must choose.

Fifty years ago, the first Allied soldiers to
land here in Normandy came not from the sea
but from the sky. They were called Pathfinders,
the first paratroopers to make the jump. Deep
in the darkness, they descended upon these
fields to light beacons for the airborne assaults
that would soon follow. Now, near the dawn
of a new century, the job of lighting those bea-
cons falls to our hands.

To you who brought us here, I promise we
will be the new pathfinders, for we are the
children of your sacrifice.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:58 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Walter Cronkite, master
of ceremonies, and Maj. Gen. Matthew A. Zim-
merman, USA, Chief of Chaplains.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
June 6, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use of

Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102–1), and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on
the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance
with the resolutions adopted by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council.

It remains our judgment that the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has effectively
disbanded the Iraqi nuclear weapons program
at least for the near term. The United Nations
has destroyed Iraqi missile launchers, support
facilities, and a good deal of Iraq’s indigenous
capability to manufacture prohibited missiles.
The U.N. Special Commission on Iraq
(UNSCOM) teams have reduced Iraq’s ability
to produce chemical weapons and they are

inventorying and destroying chemical munitions.
The United Nations now is preparing a long-
term monitoring regime for facilities identified
as capable of supporting a biological weapons
program. But serious gaps remain in accounting
for Iraq’s missile and weapons of mass destruc-
tion (WMD) programs and the destruction proc-
ess for all designated Iraqi weapons programs
is not yet complete.

The international community must also ensure
that Iraq does not break its promise to accept
ongoing monitoring and verification as Iraq has
repeatedly done in the past on other commit-
ments. Continued vigilance is necessary because
we believe that Saddam Hussein is committed
to rebuilding his WMD capability.

We are seriously concerned about the many
contradictions and unanswered questions re-
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maining in regard to Iraq’s WMD capability,
especially in the chemical weapons area. The
Secretary General’s report of April 22 has de-
tailed how the Iraqi government has stalled, ob-
structed, and impeded the Special Commission
in its essential efforts. This report indicated that
information supplied by Iraq on its missile and
chemical programs was incomplete. Not only
had the Iraqi government failed to furnish re-
quested information, but the Iraqi government
sought to sidestep questions that the Special
Commission had posed.

It is, therefore, extremely important that the
international community establish an effective,
comprehensive, and sustainable ongoing moni-
toring and verification regime as required by
U.N. Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 715.
A monitoring program of this magnitude is un-
precedented. Rigorous, extensive trial and field
testing will be required before UNSCOM can
judge the program’s capability.

Rolf Ekeus, the Chairman of UNSCOM, has
told Iraq that it must establish a clear track
record of compliance before he can report favor-
ably to the Security Council. This view is en-
dorsed by most members of the Security Coun-
cil. Chairman Ekeus has said he does not expect
to be able to report before the end of the year
at the earliest. We strongly endorse Chairman
Ekeus’ approach and reject any attempts to limit
UNSCOM’s flexibility by the establishment of
a timetable for determining whether Iraq has
complied with UNSCR 715. We insist on a sus-
tained period of complete and unquestionable
compliance with the monitoring and verification
plans.

The ‘‘no-fly zones’’ over northern and south-
ern Iraq permit the monitoring of Iraq’s compli-
ance with UNSCRs 687 and 688. Over the last
2 years, the northern no-fly zone has assisted
in deterring Iraq from a major military offensive
in the region. Tragically, on April 14, 1994, two
American helicopters in the no-fly zone were
mistakenly shot down by U.S. fighter aircraft
causing 26 casualties. An investigation into the
circumstances surrounding this incident is un-
derway. In southern Iraq, since the no-fly zone
was established, Iraq’s use of aircraft against its
population in the region has stopped. However,
Iraqi forces have responded to the no-fly zone
by continuing to use artillery to shell marsh vil-
lages.

In April and May, the Iraqi military continued
its campaign to destroy the southern marshes.

A large search-and-destroy operation is taking
place. The operation includes the razing of vil-
lages and large-scale burning operations, con-
centrated in the triangle bounded by An
Nasiriya, Al Qurnah, and Basrah. Iraqi govern-
ment engineers are draining the marshes of the
region while the Iraqi Army is systematically
burning thousands of reeds and dwellings to en-
sure that the marsh inhabitants are unable to
return to their ancestral homes. The population
of the region, whose marsh culture has remained
essentially unchanged since 3500 B.C., has in
the last few years been reduced by an estimated
three-quarters. As a result of the ‘‘browning’’
of the marshes, civilian inhabitants continue to
flee toward Iran, as well as deeper into the
remaining marshes toward the outskirts of south-
ern Iraqi cities. This campaign is a clear viola-
tion of UNSCR 688.

In northern Iraq, in the vicinity of Mosul,
we continue to watch Iraqi troop movements
carefully. Iraq’s intentions remain unclear.

Three years after the end of the Gulf War,
Iraq still refuses to recognize Kuwait’s sov-
ereignty and the inviolability of the U.N. demar-
cated border, which was reaffirmed by the Secu-
rity Council in UNSCRs 773 and 833. Despite
the passage of time, Iraq has failed to accept
those resolutions. Furthermore, Iraq has not met
its obligations concerning Kuwaitis and third-
country nationals it detained during the war.
Iraq has taken no substantive steps to cooperate
fully with the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC), as required by UNSCR 687.

Indeed, Iraq refused even to attend the ICRC
meetings held in July and November 1993 to
discuss these issues. Iraq also has not responded
to more than 600 files on missing individuals.
We continue to press for Iraqi compliance and
we regard Iraq’s actions on these issues as essen-
tial to the resolution of conflict in the region.

The Special Rapporteur of the U.N. Commis-
sion on Human Rights, Max van der Stoel, in
his February 1994 report on the human rights
situation in Iraq, described the Iraqi military’s
continuing repression against its civilian popu-
lations in the marshes. The Special Rapporteur
asserted that the Government of Iraq has en-
gaged in war crimes and crimes against human-
ity, and may have committed violations of the
1948 Genocide Convention. Regarding the
Kurds, the Special Rapporteur has judged that
the extent and gravity of reported violations
place the survival of Kurds in jeopardy. The
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Special Rapporteur noted that there are essen-
tially no freedoms of opinion, expression, or as-
sociation in Iraq. Torture is widespread in Iraq
and results from a system of state-terror success-
fully directed at subduing the population. The
Special Rapporteur repeated his recommenda-
tion for the establishment of human rights mon-
itors strategically located to improve the flow
of information and to provide independent
verification of reports. We have stepped up ef-
forts to press for the deployment of human
rights monitors and we strongly support their
placement. The United Nations Human Rights
Commission (UNHRC) has extended van der
Stoel’s mandate for another year, asking for ad-
ditional reports to the U.N. General Assembly
in the fall and to the UNHRC in February
1995.

The United States continues to work closely
with the United Nations and other organizations
to provide humanitarian relief to the people of
northern Iraq. Iraqi government efforts to dis-
rupt this assistance persist. We continue to sup-
port U.N. efforts to mount a relief program
for persons in Baghdad and the South, provided
that supplies are not diverted by the Iraqi gov-
ernment. We are also seeking the establishment
of a U.N. commission to investigate and pub-
licize Iraqi crimes against humanity, war crimes,
and other violations of international humani-
tarian law.

Examples of Iraqi noncooperation and non-
compliance continue in other areas. For in-
stance, reliable reports indicate that the Govern-
ment of Iraq is offering reward money for ter-
rorist acts against U.N. and humanitarian relief
workers in Iraq. The offering of bounty for such
acts, as well as the commission of such acts,
in our view constitute violations of UNSCRs 687
and 688.

For 3 years there has been a clear pattern
of criminal acts linked to the Government of
Iraq in a series of assassinations and attacks in
northern Iraq on relief workers, U.N. guards,
and foreign journalists. These incidents contin-
ued to occur during April and May. In the first
week of April alone, there were four attacks.
On April 3, for example, a German journalist
and her Kurdish bodyguard were killed under
suspicious circumstances. The most recent exam-
ple of such Iraqi-sponsored terrorism occurred
on April 12 in Beirut where Iraqi government
officials assigned to the Iraqi Embassy assas-
sinated an Iraqi oppositionist living there. In
response, Lebanon has broken diplomatic rela-

tions with Iraq. In other terrorist attacks during
this period, 10 persons were injured, including
6 U.N. guards. In total, there have been eight
incidents of attacks on U.N. guards in Iraq since
January 1994. Neither now, nor in the past, has
Iraq complied with UNSCR 687’s requirement
to refrain from committing or supporting any
act of international terrorism.

The Security Council maintained sanctions at
its May 17 regular 60-day review of Iraq’s com-
pliance with its obligations under relevant reso-
lutions. Despite ongoing lobbying efforts by the
Iraqi government to convince Security Council
members to lift sanctions, member countries
were in agreement that Iraq is not in compli-
ance with resolutions of the Council, and that
existing sanctions should remain in force without
change.

The sanctions regime exempt medicine and,
in the case of foodstuffs, requires only that the
U.N. Sanctions Committee be notified of food
shipments. The Sanctions Committee also con-
tinues to consider and, when appropriate, ap-
prove requests to send to Iraq materials and
supplies for essential civilian needs. The Iraqi
government, in contrast, has continued to main-
tain a full embargo against its northern prov-
inces over the past 2 months and has acted
to distribute humanitarian supplies throughout
the country only to its supporters and to the
military.

The Iraqi government has so far refused to
sell $1.6 billion in oil as previously authorized
by the Security Council in UNSCRs 706 and
712. Talks between Iraq and the United Nations
on implementing these resolutions ended unsuc-
cessfully in October 1993. Iraq could use pro-
ceeds from such sales to purchase foodstuffs,
medicines, materials, and supplies for essential
civilian needs of its population, subject to U.N.
monitoring of sales and the equitable distribu-
tion of humanitarian supplies (including to its
northern provinces). Iraqi authorities bear full
responsibility for any suffering in Iraq that re-
sults from their refusal to implement UNSCRs
706 and 712.

Proceeds from oil sales also would be used
to compensate persons injured by Iraq’s unlaw-
ful invasion and occupation of Kuwait. The U.N.
Compensation Commission (UNCC) has re-
ceived about 2.3 million claims so far with an-
other 200,000 expected. The United States Gov-
ernment has now filed a total of 8 sets of indi-
vidual claims with the Commission, bringing
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U.S. claims filed to roughly 3,000 with a total
asserted value of over $205 million. The first
panel of UNCC Commissioners recently sub-
mitted its report on an initial installment of indi-
vidual claims for serious personal injury or
death. The Governing Council of the UNCC
was expected to act on the panel’s recommenda-
tions at its session in late May.

With respect to corporate claims, the United
States Government filed its first group of claims
with the UNCC on May 6. The filing consisted
of 50 claims with an asserted value of about
$1 billion. The United States Government con-
tinues to review about 100 claims by U.S. busi-
nesses for future submission to the UNCC. The
asserted value of U.S. corporate claims received
to date is about $1.6 billion.

United Nations Security Council Resolution
778 permits the use of a portion of frozen Iraqi
oil assets to fund crucial U.N. activities con-
cerning Iraq, including humanitarian relief,
UNSCOM, and the Compensation Commission.
(The funds will be repaid, with interest, from
Iraqi oil revenues as soon as Iraqi oil exports
resume). The United States is prepared to trans-
fer to a U.N.-managed escrow account up to
$200 million in frozen Iraqi oil assets held in
U.S. financial institutions, provided that U.S.
transfers do not exceed 50 percent of the total

amount transferred or contributed by all coun-
tries. We have transferred a total of about $124
million in such matching funds thus far.

Iraq can rejoin the community of civilized
nations only through democratic processes, re-
spect for human rights, equal treatment of its
people, and adherence to basic norms of inter-
national behavior. Iraq’s government should rep-
resent all of Iraq’s people and be committed
to the territorial integrity and unity of Iraq. The
Iraqi National Congress (INC) espouses these
goals, the fulfillment of which would make Iraq
a stabilizing force in the Gulf region.

I am fully determined to continue efforts to
achieve Iraq’s full compliance with all relevant
U.N. Security Council resolutions. Until that
time, the United States will maintain all the
sanctions and other measures designed to
achieve full compliance.

I am grateful for the support by the Congress
of our efforts.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 7.

Exchange With Reporters During a Meeting With Mayor Jacques Chirac
of Paris, France
June 7, 1994

The President. Good morning. How are you?
It’s a wonderful city. It’s wonderful to be back.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, do you think that the Bos-

nian Muslims should accept Akashi’s proposal
for a 4-month ceasefire?

The President. Well, we’d very much like to
see a cessation of the fighting, and we’re work-
ing on it. Ambassador Redman is here today,
and I hope to have a chance to talk to him
about it. I think I should defer any other com-
ments until I get a chance to get a direct brief-
ing. But we’re trying to work out our schedule
so I can see him today and get a firsthand
account.

Anything we can do to stop the fighting, in
my judgment, is a good thing.

France
Q. Mr. President, how would you qualify the

relationship between France and the United
States today, as you are in Paris?

The President. I think it’s very good. And
I think it will get better.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, on Bosnia, is the French

Government applying any kind of pressure on
Washington to apply pressure on the Bosnian
Government to accept the peace plan that is
proposed——
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