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In addition to that, of course, we’ll be dis-
cussing health care, the crime bill, welfare re-
form, campaign financing, a number of other
issues. But I did want to make that statement
about Korea.

North Korea
Q. Mr. President, what do you hope former

President Carter tells the North Koreans in
these meetings there?

The President. I think he will reaffirm our
position. What I’m more hopeful of is that he
will get a better sense from them about where
they are, and they will understand that we are
very firm in our position, but that there is an
alternative path and a very good one for North
Korea to take, that they don’t have to become
more isolated, they could become more engaged
in the world in ways that would be much better
for their own people.

Q. Do you think they’re misreading your re-
solve in this case?

The President. I don’t think that. I think that
apparently they’re pursuing a course of their
own interests, which at least to the rest of us
seems self-defeating. I believe that if you look
at what—if you imagine where the people of
North Korea might be 10 or 20 years from
now, they would be far better off and more
prosperous, engaged in the world, rather than
isolated from it, being rewarded for their work
rather than for some——

Q. But you’ve softened your stand, haven’t
you, on sanctions? I mean, you’re going much
easier.

The President. No. We’re proceeding ahead.
We’re consulting with our allies, we’re working
with—we think that we’re doing the right thing.

Q. Are the Chinese on board?

Health Care Reform
Q. Are you willing to accept some kind of

a trigger or fast track mechanism to impose uni-
versal coverage down the road on health care?

The President. I’m not convinced it would
achieve universal coverage, but let me say that
when I put my ideas out, I made clear that
I was very flexible on how to get there, how
to solve this problem, which is a system that
costs too much and does too little, and that
we ought to find a way to cover the American
people just the way every other advanced coun-
try has covered all their people. We’re the only
ones who can’t figure out how to do it. Every-
body else has already done it, and for a lot
less money. And—but that I’ve been very open
on how to do it and very open to anybody
else’s ideas. I just thought that the rest of the
American people ought to be taken care of,
just the way the President is, the way that Mem-
bers of Congress are, the way we all are. And
that’s still where I am, and I still think that’s
what we ought to be shooting for. And when
I mentioned it in my speech on health care,
members of both parties stood up and ap-
plauded it and said they were for covering all
Americans. So I think that we will proceed in
good faith on that; we’ll get that done.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:22 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House prior to discus-
sions with congressional leaders. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the NCAA Basketball Champion University of Arkansas
Razorbacks
June 15, 1994

The President. Thank you. I want to welcome
Coach and Mrs. Richardson and the Razorbacks,
all the staff and the friends who came with
them from Arkansas. I want to also recognize
the presence here in the audience—I see Con-
gressman Thornton, but I think that Congress-
woman Lambert and Congressman Dickey and

Congressman Hutchinson are here. And Senator
Bumpers and Senator Pryor called me and said
that they were told they had to stay and vote.
And I told them that their priorities might be
a little out of order, but—[laughter]—they al-
lowed as how you elected them to vote, and
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they’re voting in the Senate, and they’re very
sorry they can’t be here.

I think one reason I like basketball so much
is it’s gotten to be a lot like my job. It’s more
and more physical all the time. [Laughter] You
get behind, and then you get ahead. You never
know whether you’re going to win until the end
of the game, and people are questioning your
judgment calls all the way through. [Laughter]
I just wish that on every close issue, I had
Scotty Thurman there at the end to make the
shot.

I also would tell you that since I’ve been
here, I’ve been crossways with a lot of interest
groups, whether it was the NRA or some insur-
ance companies or when we decided that we’d
try to help sweep the housing projects in Chi-
cago, we had the ACLU and the NRA mad
at us. So people are always questioning how
I manage to make so many organized groups
mad at me. But I never did anything quite so
crazy as to risk the 51 electoral votes of Michi-
gan, Arizona, and North Carolina—[laughter]—
all in a row by going to those games. And when
one of the reporters asked me about it when
I got back, I said, ‘‘If you’d been waiting for
this as long as we have, it would be worth it
all, including that.’’ [Laughter]

I want to say to the coach and to the team
that all of us, I think, were very, very proud,
not only of the fact that they won the national
championship but the way they won it, with
hard, clean, aggressive basketball. That cham-
pionship game was the way every national cham-
pionship ought to be decided, aggressive, tough,
close to the end, with very, very high standards,
and yet a very clean and honorable game. I
was very proud of that.

I’d also like to say that Nolan Richardson
has done a lot of remarkable things in his life,
often against all the odds. But it’s a rare thing
to be able to put together the chemistry of
young people in the way that this team was
put together. And so I say to him and to all
the players, you did your State proud. You made
the President happy. But more importantly, you
showed America the best about what college
athletics should be. And we are all very, very
proud of you.

We have an enormous number of Razorback
fans here today, some of whom live in Wash-
ington now, including, obviously in addition to
the First Lady and myself, our Chief of Staff,
Mack McLarty, many people who work here
in the White House, throughout the Govern-

ment. I think perhaps Representative Cardiss
Collins of Illinois is also here, who has worked
with Coach Richardson and other coaches
throughout the country. And I just want to say
to all of you here in Washington, you’re wel-
come. And to all of you who made the long
trip from Arkansas, we are elated to see you.
We miss you, and this is a nice extra thing
for me.

I’d like to now present, if I might, the Presi-
dential commendation to honor the victory of
the Razorbacks, one to the coach and one to
the team. And I think that the officer has them.
So, Coach Richardson, would you come up here
and receive yours.

This says: ‘‘The President of the United States
awards this commendation to Nolan Richardson
for his many years of coaching excellence, his
steadfast leadership in guiding the Arkansas Ra-
zorback basketball team to the NCAA national
championship, for his exceptional contributions
to college basketball in Arkansas, and for his
relentless commitment to excellence in both
education and athletics.’’

Thank you.
I’d like to ask the two captains to come up

here. Who else—or who’s going to get it? The
seniors, you all come up too. Come on, Roger
and Ken. This is the same commendation, which
notes the record of the season and the national
victory. And I want to give it to you guys. And
we’re glad to see you walking around and look-
ing so good. [Laughter]

Thank you. Congratulations.

[At this point, Coach Nolan Richardson briefly
thanked the President and presented gifts.]

The President. I asked for somebody to say
something on behalf of the team. I’m sorry it’s
so warm here, but I didn’t want you to feel
lonesome away from Arkansas, so we—[laugh-
ter]. I did get to go with these, some of those
patented Razorback basketball pants which
would, if I could ever figure out how to run
in them without tripping over my ankles, would
end all those unseemly comments about my legs,
because they go down below my knees. [Laugh-
ter]

Let me say also, I was anxious to see Corliss
up here with his cast up close. He’s the only
guy I know that plays games with broken bones
that plays better than he does when he’s healed.
But nonetheless, we’re glad he’s on the mend.
I got to sign the cast; that was fun.
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Mr. Thurman, why don’t you come up and
say something on behalf of the team—since you
didn’t——

Scotty Thurman. I kind of feel like a politician
up here.

The President. You look like one.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Rose Richardson, wife of Coach
Nolan Richardson, and team members Scotty
Thurman, Roger Crawford, Kenneth Biley, and
Corliss Williamson.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With Iowa Attorney General
Bonnie Campbell
June 15, 1994

The President. Welcome. I’m glad to be here
with Attorney General Campbell. I’ve known her
for a long time. I was very pleased by her deci-
sive victory, and I’m glad she’s here for a visit
about the things that we would be working to-
gether on in partnership with the State of Iowa.

Iowa Gubernatorial Campaign
Q. What are the big issues in the campaign,

Ms. Campbell?
Ms. Campbell. I think they may be the same

all over the country. In Iowa, it’s the budget
and questions of taxes, health care reform, wel-
fare reform, protecting the environment. I have
had a special interest in child support recovery,
which I think is critical to any discussion of
welfare reform, so I’m really happy to have an
opportunity to talk today about that.

The President. A lot of people believe the
strongest part of the bill that I announced yes-
terday on welfare reform is the child support
provisions, because they’re the toughest in the
history of the country. They permit tracking
across State lines, garnishment of wages, suspen-
sion of driver’s licenses and other privileges.
They require the identification of both parents,
or at least they require every hospital to make
a real effort to do that whenever there’s a birth
in a hospital.

And we estimate that we will go from $9
billion a year to $20 billion a year in child sup-
port enforcement recoveries if this bill passes.
And I know that’s something that’s been very
important to Bonnie for a long time.

Q. [Inaudible]—giving Ms. Campbell for the
race?

The President. I don’t know what she wants
me to do, but in the fall, I’ll be out trying
to help people who share my values and my

interests if they want me to do so. I find that
most voters in most States are pretty inde-
pendent. They don’t need the President or any-
one else to tell them how to vote. But I certainly
have admired Bonnie Campbell for a long time.
I think a lot of her. And I’m going to be going
to an event for her here in Washington tonight.

But what I do depends in part, obviously,
on what happens here with the health care de-
bate and how much time it takes and how close
it gets to the election, as well as welfare reform
and lobby reform and the other things we’re
trying to do to change the way that Government
works and relates to the American people. And,
of course, there could be foreign policy issues
that require more time.

Welfare Reform
Q. Mr. President, Senator Harkin, who sup-

ported you quite early in your campaign and
has been a loyal supporter up on the Hill, was
very critical of your welfare reform package yes-
terday. He’s supporting his own bipartisan with
Senator Bond that’s based on the Iowa plan.
And he says that yours goes back to the Depres-
sion and is a make-work, dead-end jobs and
all that. How does this fit with——

The President. I don’t think so. You can have
various—States with low unemployment rates
can have absolute cutoffs of welfare benefits
once certain training programs have been gone
through and people are prepared to enter the
work force. You can just say you’re not eligible
for benefits. And as I understand it, that’s what
the Harkin-Bond bill does.

But if you live in a country where some of
these people on welfare live in areas where the
unemployment rates may be as high as 20 per-
cent, then if you want to require them to go
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