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Address to the People of Berlin, Germany

June 27, 1994

On July 11 and the 12th, I will have the
honor to be the first American President to visit
Berlin as the capital of a free, democratic, and
unified Germany.

Berlin has stood for decades as a great symbol
of freedom. Hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans in our military and other walks of life have
been symbolic citizens of your city during nearly
half a century of peace.

Over the past two generations, Berlin’s place
in history has been the dividing line between
East and West. Today Berlin is poised to play
an even greater role in history, as a place that
can help bring East and West together for all
time.

There are few greater points of pride for the
American people than the partnership we have

Remarks to Medical Educators
June 27, 1994

Thank you very much, Dr. Peck, Dr. Rabkin,
Secretary Shalala. I want to thank also Dr. Mi-
chael Johns, Dr. Herbert Pardes, and Dr.
Charles Epps for the work they did to bring
together this very distinguished group of rep-
resentatives from our academic health centers
around America. And I'm sure that the press
knows it, but it’s not just the people who are
up here but all the people who are here in
the room have come from all over America,
from every region of our country, in very large
numbers, with very strong feelings about the
central issue in this health care debate, which
is whether we are finally going to join the ranks
of other advanced countries in the world by
providing health care to all Americans and still
preserving what is best and what is excellent
about our health care system.

The interesting thing is that the point which
is being made here today, which I think has
not been made with sufficient clarity before,
is that over the long run and now increasingly
in the short run, the only way to preserve what
is best about our health care system is to fix
what is wrong with it, to provide basic, decent
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enjoyed over these two generations with Ger-
many and with Berlin. Now we are once again
joined in partnership as we work together to
build a future for the whole of Europe, demo-
cratic, united, prosperous, and free.

On July 12th, I look forward to heralding
that future when I speak before the Branden-
burg Gate to the people of Berlin and of all
of Germany. I hope all Berliners who can will
join me there on that occasion.

NoTE: The address was videotaped on June 22
at approximately 6:30 p.m. in the Library at the
White House, and it was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 27. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
address.

coverage to all Americans. Otherwise you will
see continued incredible financial pressures on
the academic health care centers, continued dif-
ficulty in providing for the health care of the
people who are now in your charge, and even-
tual difficulty in training and educating the
world’s finest physicians and other health care
professionals. I do not believe that connection
has yet been made.

I also want to thank you, particularly Dr.
Rabkin, for making the point about rationing.
The suggestion that somehow a very important
benefit package that includes primary and pre-
ventive health care as well as guaranteeing ac-
cess to the people who need it to America’s
finest high-tech medicine, is rationing as com-
pared with what we have today: with 39 million
Americans or more without any health insur-
ance, with 58 million who don’t have any health
insurance at sometime during the year, and with
81 million who live in families with preexisting
conditions and often worry about accessing the
health care system. The suggestion that some-
how we don’t have rationing today and we will
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