
1153

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / June 27

which are good and positive be known, because
we can never develop a constituency for change
in this country until people imagine that it will
make a difference. And the level of knowledge,
frankly, is pretty low, except when something
really horrible happens; then it just cuts through
our heart, and it seems so overwhelming that
we can’t do anything about it. And so that also
gives you an excuse to walk away. You get the
best of all worlds, ‘‘I really care about this, but
lamentably there’s nothing I can do.’’

And so I say to all of you, I will do what
I can. I will never know as much as those of
you who have committed your professional lives
to the development of Africa, those of you who
have friends and family members there, those
of you who have ties of passion and history
there. But I do know we need a new policy.
I do know we need a policy. I do believe Africa
matters to America. I do know there are a lot
of good people there leading and making good
things happen. I do know there are a lot of

visionaries there. And I do know my child and
my grandchildren’s future depends upon recon-
structing the environmental and social fabric of
that continent. I know that.

And so I say to you, let’s build a constituency.
Let’s remind people there are things to hope
about as well as things to fear. And let’s go
to work and make this the beginning, just the
beginning, of a new American commitment to
a better future for all our peoples.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Wangari Muta Maathai,
founder of Kenya’s Green Belt Movement; Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela of South Africa; and Rev.
Jesse Jackson, head of the U.S. delegation to ob-
serve the South African elections. The related
memorandum on assistance for South Africa is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Message on the Observance of Independence Day, 1994
June 27, 1994

As we celebrate July 4, a momentous and
magnificent day in our nation’s history, we give
thanks for the liberties that our courageous
Founders struggled to secure. Declaring the
American colonies independent and free, these
brave patriots risked everything they held dear
to ensure a better future for their children and
grandchildren. Today, we fiercely defend the
once radical notion that each individual pos-
sesses rights that our government is obliged to
respect and to guarantee. The powerful ideals
for which the Founders fought have become
standards of citizenship around the world.

Our country’s Founders gave of themselves
to create a better future. As heirs to their legacy,

we can do no less. If we are truly to pay tribute
to them, we must rededicate ourselves to using
our precious freedoms with renewed responsi-
bility. We must work together to rebuild our
neighborhoods and bring healing to our torn
families and communities. We must strive to
end the violence that plagues our society and
to give our children the chance to grow up
in safe and supportive environments. On our
nation’s birthday, let us rededicate ourselves to
making those choices in the same way Thomas
Jefferson and his compatriots did so many years
ago—with a hopeful eye toward the future.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful holiday.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Reception in New York City
June 27, 1994

Thank you very much. Boy, he was hot to-
night, wasn’t he? [Laughter] I think he’s great.

Thank you, Chairman Wilhelm, for your out-
standing leadership and for your extraordinary
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work on behalf of our candidates around the
country. And thank you, Senator Bradley, for
being here with us tonight and for your work
on this event and for your steadfast effort to
get a health care bill out of the Senate Finance
Committee that actually protects the American
people’s health care. Thank you, Senator Lau-
tenberg, for your friendship, your support, and
your leadership. And I want to ask all of you
here to help him be reelected to the Senate
in New Jersey this year. We need him back
there.

In addition to all the dignitaries from New
York, I understand that we have two Democratic
congressional candidates from New Jersey, and
maybe you could raise your hands. They’re up
front—Frank Herbert. Here you are, Frank.
Shine a light on that man; he’s running for of-
fice. [Laughter] And Lou Magazzu, are you
here? There you are, Lou, it’s good to see you.

Ladies and gentlemen, when I was nominated
for President by Governor Cuomo, I thought
he gave one of the best speeches I ever heard.
And about halfway through it, I looked at Hillary
and I said, ‘‘Who’s he talking about anyway?’’
[Laughter] By the time he got through that
speech, I felt like a real President. [Laughter]
And tonight I am also in his debt for his won-
derful words, for his profound way of telling
the truth, for his leadership in New York, and
for his love for New York.

People ask me sometimes—kind of cynics,
who don’t know what it’s like to really love
where you’re from—how Mario Cuomo could
be doing this again. And I said, I may be the
only person in America that understands this,
but if I hadn’t been just absolutely obsessed
with the direction the country was taking in
1992 and convinced it was wrong, I’d still be
Governor of my State. It’s the best job in the
world if you’re lucky enough to be in a place
where you love. And he loves this State. He
loves you, and you ought to keep him doing
what he’s doing.

I also want to say, I’m glad to see all the
musicians here with all their talent. I hope I
get to hear a little music before I have to go
tonight. But there’s really nothing for me to
say; Mario said it all. [Laughter] Ditto, I could
say.

Let me say the stakes this year are very high
because they will determine the extent to which
and the shape of our continued forward
progress. When I was elected President, we’d

had 12 years of exploding deficits. And I knew
we had to bring the deficit down, we had to
bring interest rates down, we had to get invest-
ment up in our people, we had to put the Amer-
ican people first again. And we came up with
a plan, with the help of a lot of people from
New York, including my National Economic Ad-
viser, Bob Rubin, that would do those things.

And when I say—well, maybe it sounds good
but it’s not human sometimes to say, we had
the biggest deficit reduction in history; we’re
going to have 3 years of deficit reduction in
a row for the first time since Harry Truman
was President of the United States; we’ve had
two budgets passed on time for the first time
in 17 years; last year we had the first year with-
out a Presidential veto in 60 years. And you
say, well, what does all that mean? I’ll tell you
what it means: 3.4 million of your fellow Ameri-
cans have jobs that they didn’t have. That’s what
it means.

Sixteen million American taxpayers with chil-
dren, who work for a living, are going to get
an income tax cut out of our economic plan,
so they’ll be encouraged to stay working and
not go on welfare—16 million of them. Twenty
million students are eligible, 20 million students
are eligible for low-interest-rate loans and better
repayment terms under the student loan pro-
gram because we changed that, so no one will
ever have an excuse that ‘‘The cost is too much,
and I can’t go to college’’ again. Ninety percent
of the small businesses in this country, under
that economic program, were eligible for a tax
cut. All they had to do was invest more money
in their business, hire more people, and make
this economy grow. Five and a half million
Americans refinanced their homes because the
interest rates went down. And the automobile
industry is now booming. I just came back from
St. Louis; in the previous 4 years they lost 2,000
jobs. In the first year of our administration, they
gained 28,000 as automobiles in America came
back. That’s what it means. It’s a human deal.

How many million people, we’ll never know,
under the Family and Medical Leave Act, are
now able to take a little time off when their
baby’s born or when their parents are sick?
We’ll never know. We know that thousands of
lives will be saved because of the Brady bill.
We know that; we have evidence of that. We
know that because of that assault weapons ban,
police will be able to go out on the street with
a little more confidence that they won’t be
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outgunned by the people they’re supposed to
protect the rest of us from. We know that.
These are real things that affect the real lives
of real people.

Is it easy? No. It’s not easy to break habits
of gridlock that, frankly, are the province not
just of the other party, which says no a lot
of the time, but of the cumbersome procedures
which grip Washington. But we’ve been working
on it. The world trade agreement, GATT, hung
around for 7 years. We’re going to ratify it this
year. The family leave law hung around for 7
years and got vetoed twice. It’s now the law.
The Brady bill took 7 years, but it passed. The
assault weapons ban—to give you an idea of
how difficult change is, we had for the assault
weapons ban, all the living former Presidents,
every police organization in the United States
of America, and this President working as hard
as he could, and we beat the NRA by two
votes. It is not easy to change.

But we’re doing it. We’re breaking gridlock.
We’re making changes. It’s affecting people’s
lives in ways that are profound and important.
And a lot of it involves not just the Government
doing something for somebody but empowering
people to do something for themselves. That’s
what a better student loan program is. That’s
what our national service program is.

Governor Cuomo’s son, Andrew, now a leader
and Assistant Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development, has been a leader in empowering
people, starting with the homeless to the people
in public housing, to live safe, constructive lives.
We’re trying to change the rules. No more Gov-
ernment handouts but Government handups,
real partnerships, real community building, real-
ly trying to help people take control of their
own lives.

These things matter to real people. And the
American people are beginning to sense this.
And the more they sense it, the more we’ll
be able to cut through the fog and let the clear
sky show and the more we’ll be able to run
on what we have done for the American people
to help them help themselves. It’s going to make
a real difference in the life of this country.

Oh, there are all kinds of problems. Ameri-
cans have a well-known cynicism for Govern-
ment. My senior Senator back home used to
say that half the American people are convinced
the Government would mess up a one-car pa-
rade. [Laughter] And that’s true. But you know
something? We do some things pretty well.

The Republicans talked about bringing down
the deficit. We did it. They talked about gener-
ating economic growth. We contributed to that.
They talked about having less Government. You
know, they always complained about that. But
when our budgets are implemented, we will re-
duce over 5 years the National Government by
a quarter of a million people, not by firing peo-
ple but by attrition. We’ll use all the savings
to pay for that crime bill to put another 100,000
police officers on the streets of New York and
the other cities of this country.

We’ll have the smallest Federal Government
since John Kennedy was President. It’ll be pro-
ducing more work, and the American people
will be safer on their streets. That is the kind
of thing that we ought to do. We can make
Government work for ordinary people in ways
that make sense and change lives.

But let me say, everything I have tried to
do to empower people to get the economy
going, to make Government work for ordinary
people again, all of those things are embodied
in this struggle to provide health care to all
Americans. And it isn’t easy. People have been
trying to do it for 60 years. Roosevelt wanted
to do it; Truman wanted to do it. President
Nixon—President Nixon proposed requiring em-
ployers and employees to buy health insurance.
President Carter tried to do it. I believe we
can get it done.

And so we worked. We have worked for
months and months and months. We worked
for 9 months and involved thousands and thou-
sands of people to put together a proposal. And
then I said, okay, here’s my proposal; where’s
yours? It won’t be right for everybody. Surely,
there’s some things that can be improved about
it. I went out and listened to the American
people. They said, do a little more for small
business and make sure you’re going to protect
small business, and make it a little less regu-
latory. And trust the American people to take
more voluntary actions at work, but make sure
you cover everybody. So we made some
changes, and we did that.

And there are now bills on the floor of the
House and the Senate for the first time ever
in the whole history of the Republic that would
cover all Americans with health care. There
never even was a bill on the floor of the Con-
gress before, ever. And it’s there.

But the forces of opposition are very strong.
We were talking at dinner how the great Italian
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political theorist, Machiavelli, said 500 years ago
there was nothing so difficult in all of human
affairs than to change the established order of
things. Why? Because the people that lose know
it, and they fight you like crazy. And the people
that are going to win are never quite sure you
can deliver the goods. And so they’re often not
there in the trenches.

Today we had over 100 distinguished doctors
and medical personnel from all over America,
including many from New York City, rep-
resenting the academic health centers of Amer-
ica. And a brilliant doctor stood up and said,
you know, people say they wish to protect what’s
best about American health care and fix what’s
wrong, but they’re afraid they will mess it up
if they try to fix it. He said you can no longer
protect what’s best unless you fix what’s wrong.
Unless we finally join the ranks of all other
advanced countries and provide health care to
everybody, we’re not going to be able to afford
to keep our finest medical centers going, train-
ing the finest doctors and nurses and medical
professionals. He said they run ads against the
President’s program, saying that if you cover
everybody you will ration health care. Tell that
to the 39 million Americans that don’t have any
health care. They are rationed.

I say that to make this point. We can pass
health care reform this year, but it’s going to
require everything that all these other things
did: breaking gridlock, defeating special inter-
ests, arguing for a future, and asking people
to work toward that future and making Govern-
ment work for ordinary people, not to give them
anything but to permit them to access a system
that will enable people to take care of them-
selves and their families.

I spend a lot of time talking to laboring
groups of people, saying, I’m trying to make
change your friend and not your enemy; support
my trade policies. Yes, it’ll change the economy
more and you’ll have to change jobs more often,
but we’ll be more prosperous and we’ll provide
lifetime training policies for you. And here are
all these things I’m trying to do to change our
education and training policies to make change
your friend.

But I just want to tell you folks, I met two
kids today when I came to New York. Whenever
I go to a city, I try to let the Make-A-Wish
Foundation or some other group bring some
children to see me who are sick and who have
health problems. And one of these children had

a condition that may be fatal, but it’s been in
remission for a couple years—12-year-old boy,
just graduated at the top of his class in elemen-
tary school here in New York City. He may
have a good, long, healthy life, but I’m telling
you, if his parents lost their jobs, what would
he do for health care? And if they tried to
get another job, could they get health coverage
for a child like that? I met a 17-year-old boy—
Mayor Dinkins, you can be proud of this—who
was wheelchair-bound, has been all his life, has
a severe muscular disorder from childhood—
very bright young man, computer expert, wanted
to write me on the White House E-mail, and
I told him I was too dumb to use it, but I’d
read it if he sent it. [Laughter] And he gave
me a letter he prepared about obstacles for
handicapped children and what his life was
going to be like. And he said, ‘‘You know, this
wheelchair of mine cost,’’ I think he said,
‘‘$15,000.’’ And he said his parents were immi-
grants, both of them were immigrants. And he
said, ‘‘Because my mother works for the city
of New York, our family has been able to main-
tain a middle class lifestyle because our health
policy pays for 80 percent of my bills. But it’s
been hard even for us. I had expensive surgery.
I have this expensive wheelchair; I’ll have to
replace it soon.’’ But he said, ‘‘So many of my
young friends are almost destitute who are phys-
ically handicapped because of the conditions
that exist.’’

And if we were getting a good deal, the rest
of us, that would be fine, but your country’s
spending 40 percent more on health care than
any other country in the world. And it is only
because we have refused to discipline ourselves
to provide health care to everybody, like all our
competitors do, that these stories are out there.
We can do better. But we have to believe. We
have to fight those who say we cannot do it.
We can turn this economy around. If we can
bring this deficit down, when nobody thought
we could do it, if we can break gridlock, we
can do this too.

I just ask you to look at these people on
this stage and remember this, this is the only
thing that really counts: I ran for this job be-
cause I wanted to do what I could with the
power vested by the framers of our Constitution
in the Presidency to change the lives of ordinary
Americans for the better. There is no other pur-
pose. And anything, anything that diverts, di-
vides, distracts, or destroys the spirit and the
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purpose of the American people, when we have
so much on our plate here at home and around
the world, is not good. And anything that unifies
and makes us believe in ourselves and makes
us better and gives our children a chance to
have a better future is good. That is what we
represent. That is why your contributions are
well invested tonight. That is why I ask for your
help to do everything you can to help us pass
health care this year, help us keep reform going,

and help the voters reward the forces of change
and progress and humanity and unity in the
elections this fall.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:37 p.m. in the
Imperial Ballroom at the Sheraton Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to David Wilhelm, chairman,
Democratic National Committee, and Gov. Mario
Cuomo of New York.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With
President Eduardo Frei of Chile
June 28, 1994

President Clinton. I would like to begin by
welcoming President Frei here. He leads a na-
tion which has made a remarkable trans-
formation to democracy with tremendous eco-
nomic growth and support for market econom-
ics. And we are very much interested in broad-
ening and deepening our economic relationship
with Chile.

I also want to congratulate him on the speech
he gave recently in the Ibero-American summit
in Cartagena, which was a ringing endorsement
of democracy, the rule of law, and human rights.

I think that during the course of his term
as President of Chile, the United States will
be able to work very constructively with Chile,
and I believe his leadership throughout our
hemisphere will be very significant. And I look
forward specifically to discussing with him today
what we can do to make the most of the Sum-
mit of the Americas that will be held in Miami
in December.

Haiti
Q. Will you be talking about Haiti? And Mr.

President——
President Clinton. Yes, we will.
Q. ——is there a big increase now in the

Haitian refugees, and will you open up Guanta-
namo Bay?

President Clinton. Yes, we will discuss Haiti.
And we are discussing what our response should
be. There has been a significant increase in Hai-
tian refugees, I think as a result of political
repression in Haiti, perhaps intensified anxiety

over the tougher sanctions. And we’re going to
examine what our options are there.

We do have, as you know, another processing
center coming on-line, but we have not gotten
it up and going yet. And as I have said all
along, we have to calibrate our response based
on our capacity to deal with this.

I would also note that the safest and best
thing for the Haitians to do is to apply at the
in-country processing center. The rate of ap-
proval there has gone up as well. And that is
the safest and best route to the United States,
and I would hope that more Haitians would
use it.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Chile
Q. President Clinton, please, why did you in-

vite President Frei to the White House?
President Clinton. Well, I invited him here

because of the enormous importance I attach
to the relationship between the United States
and Chile, because of the remarkable success
that his nation has had in moving to democracy
and maintaining an enormously impressive rate
of economic growth, because there are many
issues that we need to consult on and work
together on, the upcoming Summit of the Amer-
icas in December, and Haiti, just to mention
two, as well as our bilateral economic relation-
ships, which are very important. So I wanted
to see him, and I’m honored that he was able
to make time to come up here and have this
meeting.
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