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crime problem, a serious attempt to address the
welfare problem. And I also want to say that
since I have been here in Europe I have met
many American service families already, and the
one issue that they have asked me about, dwarf-
ing everything else, has been health care. And
I promise you we’re going to try to address
that as well, and I think we’ll be successful.

But let me also say this: Part of the reason
our economy has recovered, a big part of it,
is that after years of talking about it, we began
to do something about our budget deficit which
was imposing an unconscionable burden on the
children who are here and on their children,
running up our debt year in and year out. Next
year we will have had 3 years of deficit reduc-
tion in a row for the first time since Harry
Truman was President of the United States and
America’s troops first came to defend Germany.

Most of the military reductions have gone to
fuel reductions in the debt, but I want to say
this as well: We must have enough money in
the military budget to fulfill our mission and
to support the people who do it in a humane
and decent and pro-family way. And I will resist

further cuts that would undermine our ability
to have you do your job for the United States
of America.

Not a day goes by that I do not express my
thanks in my heart and to our God for the
service you render. In many ways you and I
are in exactly the same business, doing the same
work. I will do my best to support you as your
Commander in Chief, and what you have done
here is a credit to every American back home.
They know it. They are proud of you. We honor
your service. We thank you for it, and I am
very glad that we all had the chance to be
together this evening.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Chief Master Sgt. Wayne
Bailey, senior enlisted adviser for the U.S. Air
Force in Europe; Gen. George A. Joulwan, Su-
preme Allied Commander, Europe; Gen. Robert
C. Oaks, Commander, U.S. Air Force in Europe;
Minister President Rudolf Scharping of Rhine-
land-Palatinate; and Col. Steve Caine, Vice Com-
mander, 86th Wing.
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Thank you very much. Mr. Mayor, Mrs.
Diepgen, ladies and gentlemen, it is a great
honor for me to be the first American President
to visit a united Berlin in a united Germany.
For so long this great city was the symbol of
our quest for freedom everywhere. Today it is
the symbol of the most fundamental fact of
modern times, the unstoppable advance of de-
mocracy.

Goethe wrote, ‘‘That which you inherit from
your fathers you must earn in order to possess.’’
The German people hardly need a reminder
that freedom can never be taken for granted.
You have earned it many times over. But we
cannot simply celebrate what has already been
won. Now we must spread the bounties of free-
dom. Today’s changing world must lead to to-
morrow’s prosperity. It is fitting that tomorrow’s
summit of the United States and the European
Union is being held here. Berlin is at the center
of Europe, the center of its culture, its com-

merce, its hopes, and its dream for a united
and free Europe.

For 50 years, Americans and Berliners have
forged the bonds of friendship. Even though
our American military will soon leave Berlin,
America’s ties will continue, through the rest
of our troops in Germany, through thousands
of American civilians, businessmen, students,
and artists who will remain and who will con-
tribute to your life and your prosperity.

Mr. Mayor, on behalf of all the American
people, we congratulate you again on your free-
dom and your unity, and we stand with you
as we walk together into the future.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 p.m. at Tegel
Airport. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Eberthart Diepgen of Berlin, and his wife,
Monika.
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