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The President’s News Conference With European Union Leaders in
Berlin, Germany
July 12, 1994

President Kohl. Mr. President of the United
States, Mr. President of the European Commis-
sion, ladies and gentlemen, first I would like
to welcome you all very cordially in the Reichs-
tag building in Berlin. I am very happy, indeed,
that the joint transatlantic dialog was conducted
here in Berlin with the delegations of the two
gentlemen I just welcomed.

This meeting, this dialog has taken place right
after the G–7 meeting in Naples, the G–7 meet-
ings which were attended by four member states
of the European Union and the President of
the European Commission. So, a number of
issues we talked about today were, in fact, issues
that had been touched upon in Naples already
to raise the issue of Bosnia. In Naples we talked
at length about the report of the contact group,
and we did, at the time, publish a number of
statements.

The transatlantic partnership, that is the close
cooperation between the European Union and
the United States of America, takes on special
importance at a time in which Europe is under-
going radical change. And I think it’s symbolic,
indeed, that they’re meeting today at the Reichs-
tag and that we talked about this topic today
at the Reichstag, a site within Germany where
you just have to look out the window in order
to realize that a few yards away from where
we are, the division of Germany and Europe
was reflected in the Wall, which is now gone.
On this side of the Wall we always felt, by
contrast, a special closeness between and among
the Western democracies, a closeness, an affinity
without which the Wall would never have come
down.

At the end of the cold war, with the fall
of the Wall, Central and Eastern Europeans now
have a chance to determine their own fate freely
and openly. And that is why we shall call out
to them from Berlin, saying that the European-
transatlantic community is not a closed group.
It depends on its effort and its sharing its free
democratic ideas with all who want it. And
therefore, closer cooperation with the countries
of Eastern and Central Europe is a natural out-
growth of our talks today.

We resolved, therefore, to set up a working
group which, by the time of the next trans-
atlantic summit, which would be less than 10
months from now, this summit would be chaired
by the French Presidency, which by that time
would submit a draft containing coordinated
procedures for the United States and the Euro-
pean Union in intensifying relations with the
Central and Eastern European states.

All of us—and we talked about that today—
must jointly remember that there remains a
great deal to be done, and we must ask our-
selves what can we do in order to secure the
free and democratic ways of the United States
and the European Union and to protect them
from the increasing stress emanating from orga-
nized crime and the drug mafia. We talked
about that, too, today. And we talked about set-
ting up a working group that will deal with
these issues. And at the end of our meeting
this morning we asked our staff to go right
ahead and not only review the situation but sub-
mit important programs as soon as possible.

And in conclusion, I would like to say that
we plan to further deepen and intensify the
cooperation between the European Union mem-
ber states and the United States of America.
We want to do it in every possible way.

Yesterday I talked about the German-Amer-
ican relations, and I said something which I
could repeat with a somewhat different empha-
sis.

For decades we talked about the transatlantic
bridge ensuring our security. We know today
that we have to add a couple of components
to that bridge. We have to add the components
of economic cooperation, cooperation in the cul-
tural area, and cooperation also in the area of
bringing our young people closer together. And
in that sense I think today’s dialog has opened
up a number of prospects for our future work,
and we’re going to act accordingly.

President Delors. Ladies and gentlemen, as
the Chancellor has just said to you, this meeting
which is taking place in the context of the
Transatlantic Declaration has made it possible
for us, I hope, at least, to inject a more practical
and operational substance into relations between
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the United States and the European Union and
this, of course, without creating any new bu-
reaucracy.

Chancellor Kohl has indicated to you the two
points on which there will be a joint followup:
first, the development of the countries of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe and, secondly, the fight
against organized crime and drug trafficking.

Moreover, we shall pursue our dialog on eco-
nomic matters which we began with President
Clinton in January on the occasion of our last
meeting. We shall continue this. Thanks to the
successful holding by the American authorities
of the Detroit conference, we shall seek to fight
against unemployment, making possible for ev-
eryone to have a worthwhile job in society so
that there should also be a greater prosperity
in what is an increasingly interdependent world.
We have to work together, and we shall do
this in the followup to the Naples summit by
organizing in Brussels a new conference, on the
Detroit model, devoted to the information soci-
ety: what we, the United States and Europe,
can expect of this in terms of the creation of
jobs, in terms of the consequences on the orga-
nization of work and on the very organization
of society. And of course, in order to prepare
for this, we will have to look at what we have
to do in terms of education and lifelong training,
in terms of the organization of our towns and
cities in particular, as well.

And finally, you know that in Naples, at the
request of President Clinton, the 7 decided to
devote particular attention to Ukraine. An
amount was even set at the request of President
Clinton, an amount evaluated as being what
should be given in the form of aid. And today,
we decided to monitor the situation together
as a result of the Presidential elections so that
on the basis of a joint examination we should
be able to help this country get out of its serious
economic, political, institutional, and social dif-
ficulty.

So you see that the Transatlantic Declaration
has got to a new phase, a more operational
phase, and one of more friendly and tighter
relations.

Thank you.
President Clinton. Thank you very much,

Chancellor Kohl and President Delors. Ladies
and gentlemen, the United States strongly sup-
ports the European Union. Throughout my en-
tire administration I have advocated the cause
of European union. I believe our best partner,

as we look toward the 21st century for pros-
perity and for peace, is a Europe united in
democracy, in free markets, in common security.
We have supported that, and we will continue
to support it.

We agreed here today to try to do something
that is potentially of real significance in terms
of this developing partnership between the
United States and the EU and that is to set
up a group of experts who can put some frame-
work, some meat on the bones of our declara-
tions on two areas. And you’ve heard them men-
tioned already, but I want to reemphasize them.

The first is the need to strengthen our co-
operation and coordination in our support for
reform and democracy in Central and Eastern
Europe. That is all the more important, I think,
to all of us in view of the difficulties and chal-
lenges these nations are facing, and certainly
it’s been vividly impressed upon me on my re-
cent trips to Latvia and to Poland.

The second thing that we agreed to do is
to coordinate better our efforts in dealing with
security issues and especially with organized
crime, drug trafficking, money laundering. These
things now know no national borders. The FBI
Director from the United States, Mr. Freeh,
just recently made what was a highly acclaimed
trip, first to Berlin and then going on to Mos-
cow. President Yeltsin was very intent on fol-
lowing this up when we met with him in Naples.
We think this is one area that we can work
together on and really do something that will
benefit the citizens of our nations, in Europe
and in the United States.

Finally, let me just say that I want to particu-
larly applaud President Delors for the white
paper he issued on jobs and growth in the Euro-
pean Union that complemented and gave so
much energy to the jobs conference we held
in Detroit. We talked quite a bit today about
how we can further develop our cooperation
to generate more jobs and higher incomes.

And I will just close with this point. There
are a lot of people who really believe that there
is simply a limit to the ability of wealthy coun-
tries to generate jobs and incomes as we move
toward the 21st century and there’s so much
more global economic competition. I do not be-
lieve that, not if we’re committed to adapting
our work forces, not if we’re committing to ex-
panding the barriers—I mean, tearing down the
barriers to trade and expanding trade—and to
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the new technologies that will permit expo-
nential growth, like the information super-
highway and environmental technology. So we
had a very good meeting; I’m very satisfied with
it. I feel finally now we have not only recognized
the fact of European union in our cooperation
but actually developed a system in which we
can do things together that will make a dif-
ference to the ordinary citizens of our countries.

German Armed Forces
Q. [Inaudible]—how they feel about the deci-

sion just handed down by the German high
court permitting German armed forces to par-
ticipate in peacekeeping operations outside the
country?

President Kohl. First, I’ll have to ask your
understanding for the fact that I can’t really
assess the ruling because, after all, in Berlin
here I don’t know all the details involving the
ruling. But I’m very happy about that ruling;
there’s no doubt about it, because it indicates
very clearly that the highest German court,
which is the guardian of our constitution, has
determined that one of the missions would be
in accordance with our constitution. I’ve always
argued that; my government has always argued
that.

We were given an indication by the court
that such a mission would require a simple ma-
jority in the Bundestag. That’s not very sur-
prising to me, either, because I cannot imagine
how any head of government of the Federal
Republic would initiate such a mission without
having the appropriate majority in the Par-
liament.

So I think what was decided there is fully
in accordance with the constitution and with
the view of the federal government. What’s
going to come out of that in the future is some-
thing that we’ll have to examine in each indi-
vidual case on a case-by-case basis.

If you look at the history during this century,
especially German history, you’ll have to pay
some attention to that. But we are members
of the United Nations. And if we claim the
rights that membership entails, we will have to
live up to our responsibilities. I think it’s unac-
ceptable and not in line with the dignity of
our country for us to stand aside and refuse
to take on responsibility. So I’m happy about
the ruling. But that’s really not the main issue
for the press conference.

One more question and then we will ask our
guests.

Q. Mr. Chancellor, couldn’t you say a little
more about the criteria which the federal armed
forces will base its missions on? France has re-
quested that the Eurocorps might be sent to
Africa. Is that something you have in mind?
What would be the concrete repercussions as
far as German foreign policy is concerned?

President Kohl. I’ve given a great deal of
thought to this; I’ve thought in concrete terms.
But please understand this is a very fundamental
and important question, and I would prefer to
talk with my colleagues in the Cabinet about
the ruling as a whole, and then we’ll make a
public statement. It makes no sense for you
to keep on asking questions as to ‘‘What will
you do if’’; I won’t say anything on that. There
you go.

Haiti
Q. Then, Mr. President, may I ask you about

what your administration has called a serious
escalation in Haiti and whether you feel that
this now moves us closer to a military option,
whether this makes it much more difficult for
international observers of any kind to know what
is really happening on the ground there?

President Clinton. Well, let me say, first of
all, that what happened in Haiti yesterday puts
in stark relief the human rights abuses that we
have been talking about for some time now,
the killing, the maiming, the rapes. Throwing
the monitors out is just the latest expression
of the desperation of that illegal regime and
their desire to hide their conduct.

All I can say today is that I hope that this
action will stiffen the will of the international
community to support the United States in the
strongest possible enforcement of the sanctions,
including freezing the assets of the military and
the elites supporting them. We have got to bring
an end to this, and I think that, surely to good-
ness, the throwing out of the monitors will illus-
trate to the whole world that what we have
been saying all along is true: This is not only
an illegal but a highly oppressive regime, and
we have to keep the pressure up.

Q. Mr. President, to follow, do you think that
that will make it easier to make your case if
it turns out that you do have to take the military
route?
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President Clinton. Well, I think it certainly
validates the position I’ve taken so far, that that
is an option we shouldn’t rule out.

Q. Regarding Haiti, as you know, most of
the generals at the Pentagon say it would not
be a difficult operation to go in and overthrow
the military regime there. What they’re con-
cerned about is an exit strategy, that the U.S.
would not have to keep forces there for a pro-
longed period of time, that there would be other
countries willing to participate in some sort of
peacekeeping operation. Do you have any assur-
ances there are other countries that would be
willing to go in after a U.S. invasion to help
out, and did you get any assurances from the
European allies?

President Clinton. Well, let me just say that
there are two issues; there have always been
two issues there. One is the one you have just
outlined, which is that the last time the United
States went to Haiti we stayed for, I think, 19
years. And that is a totally inappropriate thing
to do in a world in which international organiza-
tions exist and, particularly, a United Nations
exists for the purpose of working with countries
in trouble that need help.

Are there nations who have said that they
would be a part of a United Nations mission?
Yes, there are. But that leads you to the second
question, which is that the United States has
always—and we talked about this way back in
May—the United States has always been basi-
cally moving back and forth between a Monroe
Doctrine-type approach, for 200 years, in the
Caribbean and Latin America and a good neigh-
bor-type approach.

The people of Latin America, the people of
the Caribbean obviously want us to cooperate
with them; they want us to be friends and neigh-
bors. They know we’re the biggest country in
the region. They want any kind of unilateral
action by the United States to come only as
a last resort. And they have reservations about
it as you would expect they would. So Mr. Gray,
one of the things that he has been doing so
well is to try to consult with all of our partners
and friends in the region and to try as far as
we possibly can to, first of all, explore all alter-
natives and, secondly, have everyone going in
lockstep and let everyone know what the United
States intention and objective is. Our only objec-
tive is to restore democracy in Haiti and stop
those poor people from being killed and tor-

tured and raped and starved and basically de-
prived of the decency of an ordinary life.

German Leadership
Q. Mr. President, please permit me, a Ger-

man journalist, to revisit a question that has
to do with Germany taking on a greater role,
taking more responsibility in the world. On that
point, you are in agreement with Chancellor
Kohl. Now, does the idea of German armed
forces being involved in peacekeeping missions
outside NATO, does that mean that you are
totally comfortable with that? Aren’t you the
least bit uncomfortable thinking about that? And
could it also mean that you could imagine Ger-
man forces being involved in missions of the
kind we had 2 years ago in the Gulf, for in-
stance? Would that be all right?

President Clinton. I am completely com-
fortable with that. And of course, I can envision
German forces being involved in something like
the United Nations effort in the Gulf. Why?
Because of the leadership of Germany, because
of the conduct of Germany, because of the role
Germany has played in developing the European
Union, because of the values Germany has dem-
onstrated in taking hundreds of thousands of
refugees from Bosnia. Germany, now united is—
yes, it’s the largest country in Europe in terms
of population and its economic strength. But
Germany has been the leader in pushing for
the integration of Europe, for the sharing of
power among the European nations, and for set-
ting a standard for humane conduct and support
for democracy and diversity. So, the answer to
that question is, yes, I am comfortable with that.

President Kohl. One minute, I would like to
add something, if I may. I feel a tendency here
among you to somehow apply the constitutional
court decision to the Gulf war. Since that is
so, I would like to say that we will be deciding
on the case-by-case basis with the majority in
Parliament and that following the court’s ruling,
we are not feeling that the Germans are now
rushing to the front. I’d like to say that emphati-
cally because I know my fellow citizens, some
of my fellow citizens, and I think it’s therefore
an important statement for me to make.

President Clinton. Maybe I could make one
little statement about this. I think all of us want
to play a constructive role where we can. But
we have learned not only the potential but also
the limits of military power in the 20th century.
And the United Nations is trying to work



1246

July 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

through what can be done on a humanitarian
basis, what can be done in the way of a peace-
keeping mission, what conditions have to exist
in countries in order for peacekeeping missions
to succeed. So I think it is important that the
German people, the American people, any oth-
ers paying attention to this press conference,
not believe that there is some cavalier eagerness
to use military power in an undisciplined way
which might cause a lot of problems.

President Kohl. Thank you.

North Korea
Q. Mr. President, I wanted to ask if you have

any news for us today on the situation in North
Korea, if anything has changed, and whether
you have any response to comments that have
been made in the U.S. that there possibly is
a sense by some in North Korea that the idea
of progressing toward progress on communica-
tion with the outside world should be halted.

President Clinton. Well, we are watching it
very closely. We are concerned about what
might happen, obviously. My position on that
is the same that it has been from the very begin-
ning, that that is a decision for them to make
and their future is in their hands.

But we believe it is in their interest and in
our interest for them to continue to freeze the
elements of their nuclear program and for us
to resume the talks. We hope that is what they
will do. In the meanwhile, we will monitor the
facts in North Korea on the nuclear program.
That is where we are. The next move basically
is in their court.

Q. Do you have any feelings at all from any-
one in the government at this point, sir?

President Clinton. No, only the communica-
tions we’ve had in Switzerland with regard to
the talks. And those so far have been satisfactory
and not out of the ordinary. So we basically
have no indication one way or the other at this
moment. So what we need to do is to simply
be vigilant, to simply—to look at the facts. And
it’s not useful to speculate, I think, certainly
not in a naive way that would be excessively
hopeful but also not in an unduly negative way.
Let’s just look at the facts and judge this situa-
tion based on the facts as they develop.

Partnership For Peace and NATO
Q. You agree then that relations with the

Central Eastern European countries should be
improved. Given that fact, do you think the

timeline of Poland being a member by 2000
is realistic? Do you think that’s a realistic pros-
pect to hold out?

President Clinton. I’d like to make two points
in response to that question. First of all, Chan-
cellor Kohl and I have discussed this a bit and
in our personal meetings. The NATO members
themselves will have to get together and begin
to discuss what the timeline ought to be and
what the criteria for membership ought to be.

But the first and most important thing to do
is to make a success of the Partnership For
Peace. The Partnership For Peace, I think it’s
fair to say, has succeeded already beyond the
expectations of those of us who proposed it at
the first of the year. We have 21 nations signed
up, 19 from the republics of the former Soviet
Union and the Warsaw Pact countries; two, Swe-
den and Finland, that were previously neutral
are not involved in NATO.

In order to sign up, all those countries agreed
to respect each other’s borders and agreed to
cooperate militarily to preserve the integrity of
those borders. We will have our first military
exercises in Poland in September. So that’s my
first point. I think we have to strengthen the
Partnership For Peace and discuss a timeline.

To the Poles, I will say to you what I said
to them directly: They have certainly shown the
greatest interest in this issue, the greatest deter-
mination to do their full part, and I think have
virtually assured that they are at the front of
the line as NATO will be expanded, which it
surely will be. We just have to get together
and work out the details. It’s not for me as
the American President to say what the details
should be.

Baltic Nations and Russia
Q. Mr. President, are you happy with the

result of your visit to the Baltic countries? What
do you think the next step should be there for
that country getting rid of the Russian troops
at long last?

President Clinton. Well, yes, I was very happy
with my trip to the Baltics and with the meeting
I had with all three Presidents. I am comfortable
that in Latvia the Russian troops will be with-
drawn by August 31st and that the controversy
over the citizenship law there is being worked
out, at least worked on.

In Estonia, I have passed along a message
from President Meri to President Yeltsin. In
Naples, we discussed it in considerable detail
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in our private meeting, and President Yeltsin
promised that for the first time he would actu-
ally meet personally with President Meri and
make a good faith effort to work this out. I
still think that the troops could be able to be
withdrawn from Estonia, as well, by the end
of August if the last remaining disputes—there
are three areas of disputes—could be resolved.
And we will continue to stay on top of that.
We have agreed to work together on encour-

aging a resolution to that, and I think it can
be done.

NOTE: The President’s 66th news conference
began at 11:15 a.m. in the East Hall at the Reichs-
tag where he met with Chancellor Helmut Kohl
in his capacity as President, European Council,
and Jacques Delors, President, European Com-
mission. Chancellor Kohl spoke in German, and
President Delors spoke in French, and their re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks to the Citizens of Berlin
July 12, 1994

Citizens of free Berlin, citizens of united Ger-
many, Chancellor Kohl, Mayor Diepgen, Ber-
liners the world over, thank you for this wonder-
ful welcome to your magnificent city.

We stand together where Europe’s heart was
cut in half and we celebrate unity. We stand
where crude walls of concrete separated mother
from child and we meet as one family. We stand
where those who sought a new life instead
found death. And we rejoice in renewal. Ber-
liners, you have won your long struggle. You
have proved that no wall can forever contain
the mighty power of freedom. Within a few
years, an American President will visit a Berlin
that is again the seat of your government. And
I pledge to you today a new American Embassy
will also stand in Berlin.

Half a century has passed since Berlin was
first divided, 33 years since the Wall went up.
In that time, one-half of this city lived encircled
and the other half enslaved. But one force en-
dured: your courage. Your courage has taken
many forms: the bold courage of June 17th,
1953, when those trapped in the East threw
stones at the tanks of tyranny; the quiet courage
to lift children above the wall so that their
grandparents on the other side could see those
they loved but could not touch; the inner cour-
age to reach for the ideas that make you free;
and the civil courage, civil courage of 5 years
ago when, starting in the strong hearts and can-
dlelit streets of Leipzig, you turned your dreams
of a better life into the chisels of liberty.

Now, you who found the courage to endure,
to resist, to tear down the Wall, must found

a new civil courage, the courage to build. The
Berlin Wall is gone. Now our generation must
decide, what will we build in its place? Standing
here today, we can see the answer: a Europe
where all nations are independent and demo-
cratic; where free markets and prosperity know
no borders; where our security is based on
building bridges, not walls; where all our citizens
can go as far as their God-given abilities will
take them and raise their children in peace and
hope.

The work of freedom is not easy. It requires
discipline, responsibility, and a faith strong
enough to endure failure and criticism. And it
requires vigilance. Here in Germany, in the
United States, and throughout the entire world,
we must reject those who would divide us with
scalding words about race, ethnicity, or religion.
I appeal especially to the young people of this
nation: Believe you can live in peace with those
who are different from you. Believe in your
own future. Believe you can make a difference
and summon your own courage to build, and
you will.

There is reason for you to believe. Already,
the new future is taking shape in the growing
chorus of voices that speak the common lan-
guage of democracy; in the growing economies
of Western Europe, the United States, and our
partners; in the progress of economic reform,
democracy, and freedom in lands that were not
free; in NATO’s Partnership For Peace where
21 nations have joined in military cooperation
and pledge to respect each other’s borders.
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