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July 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

asked Jane Alexander, Chairperson of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, to implement
the Presidential Design Awards Program. I am
confident that she will have your full support.
Please designate an individual with an appro-
priate background and position to serve as your

liaison with the Endowment to ensure the suc-
cess of this important program. Please be ad-
vised that there will be a Presidential Design
Awards Program briefing at the National En-
dowment for the Arts on July 18, 1994.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Nomination for a District of Columbia Court of Appeals Judge
July 12, 1994

The President today announced the nomina-
tion of Vanessa Ruiz to serve on the District
of Columbia Court of Appeals. The President
is authorized by statute to nominate D.C. Court
of Appeals judges from a list of individuals rec-
ommended by the District of Columbia Judicial
Nomination Commission.

‘‘I am confident that Vanessa Ruiz will serve
with distinction,’’ the President said. ‘‘Her skills
and dedication will be strong assets to the Dis-
trict of Columbia and to this court.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks Announcing Federal Flood Relief for Georgia, Alabama, and
Florida in Albany, Georgia
July 13, 1994

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. I have
just had the opportunity to tour what is a small
portion of the nearly 200 miles of the State
of Georgia along the river that has been dam-
aged. From here in Albany, down to Newton
and back, I saw many things, lots of houses
and businesses underwater, the terrible devasta-
tion of Albany State College. When I leave here,
I’ll have the opportunity to fly down across
Bainbridge and into north Florida to see some
more of the damage as it has occurred in Flor-
ida, Alabama, and Georgia.

I know there are other things which have
occurred that I haven’t seen in Macon and War-
ner Robins. And Americus suffered terrible loss
of life; Montezuma’s business district has been
very badly damaged. And all through middle
and southwest Georgia and in Alabama and
Florida, we’ve had over a million acres of farm-
land damaged. This is a very serious disaster.

I want to thank FEMA and James Lee Witt
for the work that they have done, and Mr. Witt
came down with me today. Mr. Panetta and
I flew down here today with James Lee Witt,

with Senator Nunn and Senator Coverdell and
Congressman Bishop and Congressman Row-
land. And we met Secretary Espy when we got
here, and I thank him, also Secretary Peña and
Rodney Slater from the Transportation Depart-
ment and Secretary Cisneros.

We’ve had Senator Heflin and Senator Shelby
and Senator Graham and Senator Mack on the
phone with us. And of course, we have the
three Governors here, Governor Miller, Gov-
ernor Chiles, and Governor Folsom, along with
the Lieutenant Governor; the secretary of state
and the agricultural commissioner of Georgia;
Mayor Keenan and the county executive here,
Gil Barrett; and the emergency service officers
of Georgia and Florida.

Let me say that in a flood like this—and
I’ve been through them as a Governor and as
President, when we had the 500-year flood in
the Midwest last year—that the biggest tragedy
is always the human tragedy. You have 50,000
evacuees, already over 6,200 applications for as-
sistance. We want to be most sensitive to that.
But today, I would like to announce a com-
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