
1297

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / July 21

selves. And if you do believe in yourselves and
you believe in this country and you believe in
your future, you can do anything you wish to
do. And I wish you well in doing it.

Thank you very much, and I’d like to ask
Molly to come up now. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on the National Security Strategy Report
July 21, 1994

Today I signed and forwarded to Congress
the National Security Strategy Report for 1994,
as required by Section 603 of the Goldwater-
Nichols Defense Department Reorganization
Act of 1986. The report outlines the national
security strategy of engagement and enlargement
my administration has developed to meet the
challenges and opportunities of the new era.

Protecting our Nation’s security—our people,
our territory, and our way of life—is my admin-
istration’s foremost mission and constitutional
duty. The central security challenge of the past
half century, the threat of communist expansion,
is gone. The dangers we face today are more
diverse. At the same time, we have unparalleled
opportunities to make our Nation safer and
more prosperous. Never has American leader-
ship been more essential.

The new national security strategy elaborated
in this report charts a course for American lead-
ership that has already begun to produce tan-
gible results with respect to our security require-
ments, as shown on the attached fact sheet. Our
foreign policy rests on 3 pillars:

—Security. Our security depends upon our
willingness to play a leadership role in
world affairs, but we cannot sustain our
leadership role without maintaining a de-
fense capability strong enough to under-
write our commitments credibly.

—Economics. For America to be strong
abroad it must be strong economically at
home; at the same time, domestic economic
renewal depends on the growth and inte-
gration of the global economy.

—Democracy. The best way to advance Amer-
ica’s interests worldwide is to enlarge the
community of democracies and free mar-
kets throughout the world.

These goals are mutually supportive. Demo-
cratic states are less likely to threaten our inter-
ests and more likely to cooperate with us to
meet security threats and promote sustainable
development. Secure nations are more likely to
maintain democratic structures and to support
free trade. And even with the cold war over,
our Nation’s security depends upon the mainte-
nance of military forces that are sufficient to
deter diverse threats and, when necessary, fight
and win against our adversaries. While many
factors ultimately contribute to our Nation’s
safety and well-being, no single component is
more important than the men and women who
bear America’s uniform and stand sentry over
our security.

Our national security requires the patient ap-
plication of American will and resources. We
can only sustain that necessary investment with
the broad, bipartisan support of the American
people and their representatives in Congress.
The cold war may be over, but the need for
American leadership abroad remains as strong
as ever. I am committed to building a new pub-
lic consensus to sustain our active engagement
abroad. This document is part of that commit-
ment.

NOTE: The report and a fact sheet on the national
security strategy were attached to the statement.
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