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Schooled in the science of agriculture, you
once planned to devote your life to making the
fields and deserts of Israel come alive. But at
the age of 19, you answered the call to join
the Palmach, destined to spend your life fighting
to establish and defend the nation of Israel.

Now, after a life consumed by a war, you
have become the architect of a great peace,
building a homeland your parents could only
imagine, a peaceful, prosperous land at harmony
with its neighbors, a land where a new genera-
tion will be free to cast aside its weapons and
fulfill your dream to make the valleys and

deserts bloom. Tonight we honor you and the
fulfillment of your legacy, sir.

These two men have crossed much hostile
territory so that their children and their chil-
dren’s children need fight no more. They have
earned this peace, and we are all in their debt.

And so, ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to
rise and join me in a toast to these men of
courage, to their fine families, to the peoples
of Jordan and Israel, and to the promise of
peace.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:36 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Statement on Deputy Secretary of the Treasury Roger C. Altman
July 25, 1994

Secretary Bentsen and I believe that Roger
Altman has been an excellent Deputy Treasury

Secretary and we want him to continue in that
capacity.

The President’s News Conference With King Hussein of Jordan and
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel
July 26, 1994

The President. Good afternoon. I am happy
to once again welcome King Hussein and Prime
Minister Rabin.

In the last 2 days, history has been made
in Washington, and a brighter future has been
built, a future that offers more peace and secu-
rity, not only for the people of Israel and Jordan
but also for the people of the United States.
With great courage and foresight, the King and
the Prime Minister have united in their convic-
tion that it is time to end more than four dec-
ades of bloodshed and loss. They have dem-
onstrated that contact can overcome conflict,
that direct talks can produce peace. They have
declared an end to the state of war between
their two countries and have determined to se-
cure a lasting peace. They have personally com-
mitted to making sure that a treaty is concluded
as rapidly as possible.

When we met yesterday, the King, the Prime
Minister, and I agreed to designate representa-
tives to ensure that the provisions of the Wash-
ington Declaration are implemented quickly.

In the week of an extraordinary set of events,
this morning we witnessed another one, as the
King and the Prime Minister appeared jointly
before Congress. Their eloquent remarks articu-
lated a common vision of cooperation that will
yield specific and concrete benefits for all peo-
ples on both sides of the Jordan River. The
outpouring of support by Members of Congress
for these two heroes of peace, I believe, clearly
reflect the feelings of all the American people.

As I’ve made clear since my first meetings
with the King and the Prime Minister, America
will stand by those who take risks for peace.
We will support leaders whose boldness and wis-
dom are creating a new Middle East. Today
I have reaffirmed to Prime Minister Rabin that
as Israel moves forward in the peace process
the constant responsibility of the United States
will be to help ensure its security. I have also
reaffirmed to King Hussein my determination
to assist Jordan in dealing with its burden of
debt and its defense requirements. I am working
with Congress to achieve rapid action on both
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