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resentments. We have to find the courage and
the faith to forgive ourselves and to forgive our
foes. And if we cannot, we will surely fail.

Finally, that will permit us to do what Mother
Teresa has done, to focus every day on other
people. If Christ said we would all be judged
by how we treated the least of these—the hun-
gry, the thirsty, the naked, the strangers, the
imprisoned—how can we meet that test in a
town where we all spend so much time obsessed
with ourselves and how we stand on the totem
pole and how we look in the morning paper?
Five years from now, it will be nothing. Five
hundred years from now, the papers will be
dust. And all that will endure is the strength
and the integrity and the beauty of what we
felt and what we did.

Today this headline is in our papers: ‘‘Nine-
teen Children Found Amid Squalor in Chicago
Apartment,’’ not in Calcutta but in Chicago, 19
children living amid human waste and cock-
roaches, fighting a dog for food.

I say to you, we will always have our dif-
ferences; we will never know the whole truth.
Of course, that is true. But if we have learned
today, again, that we must seek to know the
will of God and live by it, that to do it we
have to give up our bitterness and our resent-
ment, we have to learn to forgive ourselves and
one another, and we have to fight, as hard as
it is, to be honest and fair, and if we can be
focused on others and not ourselves, realizing
that we did not get one whit of power from
the Constitution and laws from the framers to
do anything for ourselves, it all comes for the
purpose of helping others, then perhaps we can
do honor to the faith and to the God who has
brought us all here today.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:47 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the Washington Hilton Hotel.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at Kramer Junior High
School
February 3, 1994

The President. Thank you very much. Give
Carlotta another hand. Didn’t she do a good
job? [Applause] She was nervous. I told her
there was nothing to it. She did a great job.
Thank you, Carlotta. Thank you, Mr. Poles. I’m
very, very glad to be here.

I wanted to come here the day after I gave
the State of the Union Address last week, but
I lost my voice. And as you can hear, I haven’t
quite gotten it back. But I think I can at least
say what I came to say and hopefully answer
some of your questions.

Every year the President gives the State of
the Union Address to report to our whole coun-
try on the accomplishments and goals of the
country and of the Government. But I came
to Kramer this morning because I wanted to
say something else. And that is that the future
of our Union depends not just on the President
and the Congress, on what I do or don’t do,
it also depends on you, every boy and girl in
this school and every person like you all across
this country, in the biggest cities, in the smallest

towns and all the places in between, on how
well you prepare for your life and how well
you’re able to lead it. That will shape what kind
of country America is, and it will affect all the
rest of us as well.

I think all of you know this, but this school
has produced two graduates who are now part
of what I do at the White House. And I want
to formally introduce them. First, the Assistant
Agent-in-Charge of my Secret Service detail, a
person in charge of protecting me, Mr. Danny
Spriggs. Stand up, Danny. He graduated from
this school, went on to the University of New
Mexico, and played football for the Dallas Cow-
boys, and then came back to the Secret Service
and progressed through the ranks to his present,
very important position. Second, I’d like to in-
troduce one of my very talented White House
photographers, also a graduate of this school,
Ms. Sharon Farmer. Sharon, where are you?
There she is, down in front. She graduated from
this school, went on to Ohio State University
where she was elected president of the student
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body, then became a photographer, and is so
good at what she does that she is on the staff
of the President. I’d also like to tell you that
the head of our Secret Service detail, Rich Mil-
ler, grew up in this neighborhood. So there was
a lot of interest in Kramer.

The Secret Service agents every year who pro-
tect the First Family give the President and
the First Lady a Christmas gift. I don’t know
what those gifts have been in the past, but this
year I got a letter from my Secret Service detail
saying that because I had emphasized service
so much and worked so hard to pass a national
service bill, which gives young people like you
the chance to earn some money to go to college
by serving in their community, that they wanted
their gift to me to be the adoption of this
school. They wanted the people on the Secret
Service detail to come into this school, to work
with the young people, to try to make it a
healthy, safe, growing place where you could
learn more and where you could have contact
with them, some very good people who have
led very interesting lives. I can tell you, for
my money, it was the best Christmas present
I got this year. And I am very, very grateful
for it.

When these two people who work for me
went to this school years ago, our country had
some problems then, too; the bigotry, the racism
that then existed in our country was more overt
than it is now. And they had some hills to climb
to achieve what they have achieved in life.

In the years since, some of that open injustice
has gone away, but all of you know now we
have a whole set of new problems, our problems
that were maybe there then but are worse now.
There are too many neighborhoods where it
seems that nobody has a job, too many places
where families don’t stay together, and too many
places where kids are literally at risk of being
shot or beat up going to and from school and
sometimes in school. To correct this problem
we’ve got to work together. I’ve got to do my
part, and you’ve got to help, to create safe
schools where learning occurs and to make sure
that we have the kind of neighborhoods and
the kind of futures that all of you deserve.

I know that a lot of you have lived with vio-
lence. I know you’ve seen it up close. I imagine
some of you have people in your own family
who have been hurt. And maybe you know peo-
ple who have given up on themselves and given
up on our country, who’ve dropped out and

are just angry all the time, doing their best
to live from day to day, not thinking much about
the future.

The first thing I want to ask of you is not
to give up. Don’t give up on yourselves, and
don’t give up on your country. I very much
want you to go to school in safety, where you
learn things and can look forward to a brighter
and richer future. I want you to feel that you
should and that you must stay off drugs and
graduate from high school and go beyond. I
want you to believe that you can do as much
with your life as Danny Spriggs and Sharon
Farmer have, or for that matter, that if you
work hard and you really care enough about
it, you might someday be in the United States
Congress like Eleanor Holmes Norton or maybe
even be running for President.

I came here, more than anything else today,
to say I don’t want you ever to give up on
yourselves. I don’t intend to give up on you
as long as I am President. I’m going to keep
working for better education, safer streets, and
a brighter future, but it’s for your life. And
no matter what I do, I can’t live your lives
for you. No matter whether we do the right
or the wrong things in public life, we can’t live
your lives for you. You have to do that. Every
day you have to decide whether you’re going
to be here on time with a good attitude, learning
as much as you can. Every day you have to
decide whether the future is what happens to
you 30 minutes from now or what happens to
you 10 or 20 years from now. Every day you
have to decide what you believe, what you care
about, and what kind of person you’re going
to be.

I’m doing what I can to make the future
better for you. Even as we are here today, the
United States Congress is debating a bill that
the Secretary of Education, Secretary Riley, in-
troduced with my administration called Goals
2000. It embodies some ideas I have been work-
ing on for years and years, ever since I was
a Governor. And I think it’s fair to say that
I have probably spent more time in public
schools like this one all over America, as well
as in my own State, than any person ever elect-
ed President. I have listened to teachers, I have
listened to principals, and I have listened to
students, not for just a year but for more than
a decade.

What this legislation that Congress is debating
does is to try to establish what kind of education
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every child needs in every school. It sets out
some goals that will guarantee that if we reach
them, all of our young people, wherever they
are, whether they come from poor families or
middle class families or wealthy families, if their
schools work right, they’ll be prepared to com-
pete and to win in the 21st century.

One of those goals says by the year 2000,
every school in America will be free of drugs
and violence and will offer a disciplined environ-
ment conducive to learning. No one should have
to go to school afraid, and no school should
operate in a way that makes learning impossible.
But the truth is that while we have some legisla-
tion up there to make our schools safer, you
have a lot to do with what goes on in this
school and whether the environment is good
for learning.

Another goal says that by the year 2000 the
high school graduation rate will increase to at
least 90 percent. That’s the international stand-
ard. Another says that every adult should possess
the knowledge and the skills needed to get and
keep a good job, a job as good as people have
in other countries.

When I drive up and down streets in some
neighborhoods in this country and I see grown
people standing on the street without work, it
breaks my heart. And I know a lot of them
would like to go to work, and I know a lot
of them don’t get work in part because they
don’t have a good education. These goals, all
of these goals, are critical to your future. I want
to start with the last one.

When I was your age, the unemployment rate
in this country was 3 percent, more or less.
When I graduated from high school, I knew
a lot of people who dropped out of high school.
I mean, that was a long time ago, lots of folks
didn’t finish school. But I didn’t know a soul,
black or white, with or without an education,
who wanted a job who didn’t have one. That’s
the literal truth when I was 17. That’s the econ-
omy we had then. That was the reality then.
Everybody I knew who was willing to work
could find work.

Now, that’s not true anymore, is it? It’s just
not true. Today, more than ever before, whether
you have a job or not and how much you can
earn at the job and what your future is depends
upon how much you can learn, not just what
you know, but how much you can learn. People
who graduate from high school make twice as
much as those who don’t. Those who get train-

ing after high school make more. Those who
graduate from college make twice as much
again. And those who are willing to learn for
a lifetime can deal with the hard truth that
the average 18-year-old today will change work
seven or eight times over the course of a life-
time.

Now, that can be a good deal. You might,
if you do it right, live in the most exciting time
America has ever known, because the world is
changing so fast. You’ll get to know people all
over the world. By the time you’re my age,
you’ll be routinely calling people around the
world with a television screen along with your
telephone, you’ll be talking to people and there
will be instantaneous translation. It will be an
exciting time. But it will change so fast that
you’ll have to be able to learn new things all
the time. And you have to decide whether
you’re going to do that, just like we have to
decide whether we’re going to give you the tools
to do that.

I also think that we’ve got to say, all of us,
there’s something wrong. I heard the Vice Presi-
dent went to one of the schools here in DC
last week, and I don’t know if you saw it on
television, but one of the students asked him,
said, ‘‘How can we send a person to the Moon,
and we can’t make our schools safe?’’ Pretty
good question, isn’t it? What kind of country
is it that can send somebody to the Moon and
can’t make our schools safe?

Well, we’ve got some legislation in Congress
today designed to do that, designed to take guns
out of the hands of people who shouldn’t have
them, to restrict semiautomatic and assault
weapons, designed to provide more security for
our schools, and designed to give our schools
the tools they need; in high violence areas to
teach young people to find other ways, non-
violent ways, to resolve their differences, to stop
people from thinking about the future as what
happens 5 seconds or 30 minutes from now
and start thinking about what happens 4 years
and 10 years and 20 years from now, building
a life, not acting on a violent impulse. We’re
working on that.

What the Secret Service did in adopting this
school is also a wonderful thing because, you
know, you can see me today and you can ask
me questions. And then these good folks in the
media, they’ll report it all over the country. And
a lot of young people like you will identify with
what happened. They’ll say, ‘‘Well, he didn’t
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come to my school, but at least he came to
a school like my school and talked to kids like
me.’’ But the President can’t see everybody. So
I hope that my Secret Service detail, by adopt-
ing this school, first of all, will make a difference
in your life. I hope it will make your education
more rewarding, more interesting, and I hope
you’ll get to know these people because they’re
good people. And secondly, I hope they will
set an example, and all over America now more
people will say, ‘‘Well, maybe I ought to go
out into the schools. Maybe I ought to help.
Maybe I ought to do something for these kids.’’
And if that happens, Kramer will have done
a great service for young people all across the
United States.

I want to ask you all, before I open the floor
to questions, to think about what I said today.
Yes, we need to do a better job in making
the streets safer and the schools safer. Yes,
we’ve got to do a better job of creating more
jobs so you have some opportunity out there.
Yes, we’ve got to do a better job of giving your
schools the tools they need so that you can
get the best possible education. But you’ve got
to decide what happens to you. You have to
decide whether you’re going to give up on you
or whether someday you’re going to play football
for the Cowboys and be in the Secret Service
or go off to a fine school like Ohio State and
come back and have a job at the White House.
You have to make that decision. No President,
no politician can make that decision for you.

I haven’t given up on the young people of
this country. I think you are as smart and as
good as any generation we have ever produced,
and you deserve better, than you are getting.
And I am going to try to make your streets
safe, your schools better, and the job future
better. But you also have to say, ‘‘I am going
do the most I can with my life. I’m going to
be what God meant for me to be.’’ I’ll try to
keep up my end of the deal, and I want you
to keep up yours.

Thank you, and God bless you all.
Principal Ray Poles. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. At this time, we will have some questions
from our student body before the President
comes—I would also like to take the opportunity
to introduce to you our school board president,
Ms. Linda Moody. It was an oversight on my
behalf. Thank you, Ms. Moody. We will proceed
with the questioning period. You have a mike,
okay.

The President. Now, where are the mikes out
in the audience? Where are they? Oh, okay.
Now, how are we going to do this? The mikes
have a long cord so that the ladies can go all
the way up. If you’ve got a question or a com-
ment, raise your hand, and they’ll bring you
the microphone. Don’t be shy. There you go.
Take mine. Tell us who you are and what grade
you’re in.

Coed Lunch
Q. I’m in the ninth grade. And I would like

to know why Kramer ain’t got coed lunches.
The President. Coed what?
Q. Lunch.
The President. Lunch? That’s one thing I

don’t know the answer to. I don’t know why
Kramer doesn’t have coed lunch, but surely the
principal can answer the question before I leave.
But if I were you, I’d want it, too. [Laughter]

Go ahead. Listen now; you all be quiet and
listen to your classmates, one at a time.

Crime Bill
Q. I am in the ninth grade, and I would

like to know, in respect to the crime bill, what
happens on the first or second strike?

The President. I’m sorry, I didn’t—what?
Q. In respect to the crime bill, what happens

on the first or second strike, since we’re trying
to avoid the third strike?

The President. What are the strikes?
Q. What happens on the first and second

strike?
The President. Yes. Well, on the first or sec-

ond, what happens—he’s asking—the crime bill,
there’s a provision, that will be a provision which
says if you commit three violent crimes, you
can’t be paroled. No parole after three violent
crimes. You asked what happens on the first
or the second crime. It depends on, frankly,
what the offense was. In other words, those
people will go through the criminal justice sys-
tem. And let’s suppose it’s an armed robbery,
and the maximum sentence is 20 years, and
a jury gives 15 years. Then the person will go
to prison under a 15-year sentence and will be
eligible for parole after serving a certain amount
of that time.

So then most States—and the Federal Gov-
ernment has sentencing guidelines on this—
most States have laws which say if you commit
a second crime, you have to serve a much longer
period of time before you’re eligible for parole.
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But under this provision we say if the crimes
are violent, if you’re really hurting somebody,
then you shouldn’t be paroled at all if you do
it three times, because you’ve obviously shown
that you’re going to spend your life hurting
other people, and it’s not worth the risk.

But the first two will be covered by whatever
the law is now. And it depends on what the
crime is and what the circumstances are.

Safe Drinking Water
Q. Good morning, Mr. President. I’m in the

seventh grade. In your State of the Union Ad-
dress, you mentioned the Safe Water Act. What
are some of the specifics of this act?

The President. It’s a drinking water act, Safe
Drinking Water Act, and what we have to—
we have to reauthorize it, but basically what
it does is to set standards. It’s important now
in Washington, you know, because you just had
some problems with that, serious problems.
What it will do is to set standards for the testing
of water throughout the country and all munici-
palities, all cities, and the evaluations of the
water systems and will have certain require-
ments to upgrade those systems, hopefully be-
fore something terrible happens like this; that
the whole idea of it is to find out problems,
if the drinking water of a given community—
normally it will start to get bad and will slowly
deteriorate. So the idea is to have a testing
procedure so that the quality of the water can
always be monitored. And if it starts to deterio-
rate, there will be a requirement that it be
cleaned up so that people will always have a
safe water supply all over the country.

Crime
Q. Hello, Mr. President. I would like to know,

what can I do in my community to stop crime?
The President. Give her a hand. [Applause]

That’s great. Well, I think there are several
things that you can do as a young person in
your community to stop crime. But let me just
mention, if I might, two or three.

One is, people always talk today about gangs,
people joining gangs and how bad it is, right?
But the truth is, everybody wants to be in some
kind of gang. If you play on a football team,
it’s a gang, right? If you belong to a certain
church, that’s a group of people who believe
like you do, and you’re with them every Sunday,
and they’re part of your crowd, and it’s part
of your identity. In other words, all of us want

to be with other people who are like us, who
make us feel good and important because we’re
a part of their group. In a way, the Kramer
School is a gang, right? It’s a group of people
who go here, and there’s a limited number of
people, and others don’t go here. So the first
thing I want to say to you is, I think that the
more you can do as a young person to get
other young people to associate with each other
in positive ways, the less likely they’ll be to
associate with each other in negative ways. You
can’t just tell kids no all day; sometimes you’ve
got to have something to say yes about. There
has to be something to say yes to. And you
can ask adults to do what they need to do;
if there needs to be more opportunity for recre-
ation or something else that adults should do,
provide for you, so that people can have positive
associations, I think that counts, first thing.

The second thing I think is important is that
we know crime goes down where police officers
work in neighborhoods on a consistent basis,
know the young people, know the adults, and
work to prevent crime instead of just to catch
criminals. So the second thing you could do
is to help organize people in your neighborhood
to work with people in the police to stop crime
before it happens, that is, to report suspicious
things; if you think there is drug dealing going
on or you think there are people with illegal
weapons or you think there is something else
going on, there’s some risk that might be hap-
pening, to let people know in advance. And that
really counts for a lot. I have seen cities in
this country with very tough neighborhoods
where the crime rate dropped dramatically be-
cause the people in the neighborhood got orga-
nized and worked with the police on the front
end to stop things from happening.

The third thing you could do that I think
is really important is to do everything you can
to organize young people to keep each other
in school, because most people who show up
for school on time, stay in school, learn some-
thing when they’re in school, and try to work
out their problems in a positive way in school
don’t wind up getting in trouble with the law.
Those are the three things that I think you
could do that would have the biggest impact
on the crime problem.

Family Life
Q. Good morning, Mr. President. Since family

life has been breaking down for the last 30
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years, what can my generation do to restore
family values?

The President. Did you hear what she said?
She said, ‘‘If family life has been breaking down
for 30 years, what can my generation do to
restore it?’’ Good question. First thing you can
do is make up your mind you’re not going to
have a baby until you’re old enough to take
care of it, until you’re married. I mean, that’s
the most important thing.

You know, I gave—how many of you all saw
my speech the other night? Did any of you
see it? I guess you knew I was coming, so some
of you watched it. Did they tell you to watch
it? The principal told you to watch the speech.
We spent all this time—now, I’m trying to figure
out how to help people get off of welfare, good
people who are strapped on welfare, who hate
it, who don’t want to be on it. And I’ve got
some ideas, and I’ve learned a lot from people
who are on welfare about it.

But one big problem is, people get on it be-
cause they start having children when they are
children. And that’s the first thing. The second
thing that you ought to do is something you
can’t do alone, and that is that we need to
organize, starting about this age, young men to
start talking among each other about what their
responsibilities are, and that they shouldn’t—
they should not go out and father these kids
when they’re not prepared to marry the moth-
ers, they’re not prepared to take responsibility
for the children, and they’re not even able to
take responsibility for themselves. This is not
a sport. This is a solemn responsibility. Look,
it’s hard.

Then, once you get married, people have to
realize they’re going to have to ride through
some tough times to keep the family together.
There is no such thing as a trouble-free family.
There’s no such thing as a family where fights
never occur, where differences never happen,
where some days you think it wouldn’t be easier
to quit than to go on. There is no such family.

So the third thing we should be doing when
young people are young is to say, look, the fam-
ily is the most wonderful institution in society,
but it’s a human thing, which means it’s full
of fault, too. And you need to think about it.
And when you make a commitment to it, you
need to do everything you can to hang in there
with it, all the way, because it makes life much
more meaningful. Life is lonely enough as it
is. And if you have a family and you have people

that are helping you, it makes a huge difference,
and it makes life better.

I’m telling you, until we decide this is a—
this is a big cultural thing. We’ve got to make
a decision. Every one of you have to make it.
Is it right or wrong, if you’re a boy, to get
some girl pregnant and then forget about it?
I think it’s wrong. I think it’s not only wrong
for them, I think it’s wrong for you. It’s some-
thing you pay for the rest of your life. You
carry that in the back of your head: Somewhere
there’s some child out there you didn’t take
care of that’s in terrible shape because of some-
thing you didn’t do. And if you’re a young girl,
you’ve got to think being a mother is still the
most important thing in society. It is the most
important thing that any person can do. But
when you do it, you ought to do it when it’s
right: when it’s right for you, when it’s right
for the child, and when you can do it right.

And we just have to make a decision. If you
really want to rebuild the family, then people
have to decide: I’m not going to have a baby
until I’m married. I’m not going to bring a baby
into the world I can’t take care of. And I’m
not going to turn around and walk away when
I do it. I’m going to take responsibility for what
I do.

I wish there was some highfalutin easy way
to say it, but there’s not. There isn’t any way
to turn this thing around except to turn it
around.

AIDS
Q. My question was, what type of steps are

you going to take to help to slow up AIDS
in the community?

The President. AIDS? The AIDS problem?
Q. Yes.
The President. Good, Jesse. He asked what

we were going to do to try to slow down AIDS
in the community. How many of you know
somebody with AIDS? A pretty good number,
huh? I’ll tell you what we’re doing; then let’s
talk about what’s happening.

Even though, if you heard my speech the
other night, I talked about how we were reduc-
ing Government spending in many areas to
bring our debt down, our deficit down, we have
increased Government spending a lot in trying
to improve research, to try to find a cure or
at least a treatment for AIDS that will keep
people alive and to try to improve the ability
of folks who care with folks with AIDS and
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continue their useful life as long as possible.
In addition to that, we’ve tried to promote more
AIDS education and prevention. But this is kind
of like the question you asked me about the
family. Right now, the only thing we know that
works with regard to AIDS is not to get it.
And we know that AIDS is spread primarily
in two ways: because of drug users using unsafe
needles and because of unsafe sex, primarily
homosexual sex but not exclusively.

Now, so what we’re trying to do is to be
honest, brutally honest about that, talk to young
people, tell them that your life is on the line
and the only safe way, the only way to avoid
dying from AIDS that we know right now is
not to get it. And that’s the truth.

I think eventually we will, if not find a cure,
because it’s a virus, but we’ll at least find a
treatment that will keep people alive. But we’re
not there yet. So I’m going to spend more
money every year I’m President to do more
on research and development, to do more on
care to try to lengthen the useful lives of people
with AIDS. Any of us who’ve ever had friends
with AIDS, some of you probably even have
family members, have been gripped by this. It
is agonizing, and it is a terrible problem for
the United States. And I have friends who have
died with AIDS or who have it now, so it’s
something I care a great deal about. But I have
to tell you again—it’s kind of like this school-
ing—that right now, as much as I can do about
it, the most important person in determining
what happens to you and AIDS is you. And
I hope that you will do it.

Private and Charter Schools
Q. Hello. I’m in the eighth grade. I would

like to know, what are your thoughts about pri-
vatization and private schools?

The President. Private schools and what? Pri-
vatization?

Q. Yes.
The President. Privatization of the schools.

Well, first of all, you asked about the private
schools. This country has always actually done
pretty well because we’ve had private schools
and public schools. Most people have gone to
public school, but there have been private
schools out there for people either who, for
religious or other purposes, wanted to use them.
And most schools, at least those that are reli-
giously motivated, have always provided some
scholarships for people who couldn’t afford to

pay the tuition. So I think it’s provided some
competition that on balance, I think, has been
good.

There’s a whole different thing going on about
privatization, which I think is what you want
me to talk about. Baltimore, for example, has
9 or 10 schools now where the local school
board has contracted with a private company,
and they’ve given them whatever the budget
of the school was and let them organize the
schools, try to improve the physical facilities,
try to operate them well. Then they are respon-
sible for the principal, the teachers, how the
thing operates. I think school districts ought to
try it if they have real problems in their schools.

Those schools are called charter schools,
where the public school system gives a charter
to a private group to operate the schools. If
the schools aren’t working and if the school
board decides they can’t make them work, then
I think they ought to try this. If it works, great,
and if it doesn’t work, they’re no worse off than
they were. So I think they ought to have the
right to try it. I think they should be encouraged
to try it. Our legislation which is moving through
Congress encourages this sort of experimen-
tation.

Let me say this in defense of our schools:
Public schools and public housing projects—let’s
put them in there, too—they both worked just
fine when you had strong families, strong com-
munities, and the people who lived in them
had a job. Public schools and public housing
projects didn’t really start to break down until
the family and the jobs and the community
started breaking down. So we have loaded a
whole lot onto our public schools. Now, that
means we’ve got to be smart and we’ve got
to be creative because, still, the schools is the
best hope that all of you have. But do I think
it ought to be tried if a school’s not working
and the school board wants to try it? You bet
I do. I don’t see what we have to lose by trying
it. If the school board wants to do it, I’m all
for them.

National Information Superhighway
Q. Mr. President, how will the national infor-

mation superhighway impact schools?
The President. Great question. If we do it

right, what the national information super-
highway will do is to set up a system in which
if the schools can get the appropriate computer
equipment, which I think will happen in the
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future, that a school like this one could be con-
nected to schools all over the country, maybe
all over the world, to libraries all over the coun-
try. You could interconnect with special tele-
vision stations that were putting out certain in-
formation. In other words, you could have access
in the school, in the classroom, to worlds of
information that now you have to go someplace
to find. It would, in effect, bring instantaneously,
literally, in theory, billions of pieces of informa-
tion into the fingertips of students all over
America in all schools. And it’s very, very impor-
tant in its implications for American education
because if we do the national information super-
highway right and we make sure that we get
the kind of communications equipment, the kind
of trained personnel we need out in the schools,
it could go an enormous way toward vanishing
or erasing the difference between wealthy school
districts and poor ones, between wealthy schools
and poor ones, by giving everybody access to
the same information at the same time.

You could also have special courses like inter-
active video to take courses that otherwise could
never be made available in schools, immediately,
everywhere. So, if we do it right, it’s going to
be great for education. It’s also going to be
a great equalizer for us. I’m really hopeful about
it.

Federal Budget
Q. Hello. I would like to know how much

money was cut from Government spending?
The President. How much money does the

Federal Government spend?
Q. How much money was cut from Govern-

ment spending?
The President. Oh, how much had been cut.

I’m sorry. Well, we spend every year—let me
tell you how much we spend so I can explain
that. We spend every year about $1.5 trillion.
When I became President we were taking in
about $1.2 trillion, so our deficit was about $300
billion a year. Last year we cut $255 billion
from last year’s budget, and we increased spend-
ing in certain areas. We increased spending in
education and health and in high technology.
And we raised taxes on the wealthiest Ameri-
cans, and we raised the gas tax some, and we
cut the deficit $300 billion. So last year there
were $255 billion of spending cuts in the budg-
et. This year, the Congress hasn’t started work
on it. I just sent a budget up there this year,
this time. So the Congress hasn’t started work

on it. But we’ll have to have a whole range
of other cuts, and I propose that they cut 300-
plus different programs and eliminate 100 alto-
gether so that we can continue to increase our
investment in the things that matter, like these
education programs.

Technology in the Future
Q. Good morning, Mr. President.
The President. Good morning.
Q. I would like to know, in the year 2000,

what level of technology should we have
achieved?

The President. That is a great question. Let
me say this: I don’t think it’s possible to answer
that, because I don’t think we know how fast
technology will improve in the world. So I wish
I could answer it, but I can’t. Let me try to
give you an answer, however, by starting with
where we are now.

We know that there are seven or eight major
areas of technology that will provide most of
the high-wage, high-growth jobs of the future,
that is, the good jobs, and that if we got a
whole bunch of them, they in turn will create
other solid jobs. One of those areas is civilian
aviation. Another is biotechnology; that goes
back to Jesse’s AIDS question. Biotechnology—
how are you going to solve all these problems
of the human body and disease and everything—
there’s worlds of jobs there. Another will be
telecommunications. Another will be computer
software.

The answer to your question is, what we have
to do is to educate our people well enough
and to put enough money aside for research
so that we achieve whatever level of technology
anybody else in the world achieves. Otherwise,
they will leave us behind. But technology is
changing so fast—I can’t say—I can tell you
this: We know now that in order to have the
assurance of having a job with a growing income
right now in America, everybody that wants to
have some assurance of a decent job with a
growing income needs at least a high school
education and 2 more years of training, every
18-year old looking forward, at least.

North American Free Trade Agreement
Q. Good morning, Mr. President. I want to

know how will NAFTA affect our job market
in future generations?

The President. How will NAFTA affect our
job market in future generations? NAFTA will



177

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Feb. 3

create—and of course, you know I’m for it, so
I have my view; there are people who are
against it who would give you something else.
I believe NAFTA will create a lot more jobs
for Americans because Mexico has almost 100
million people and is growing very rapidly. And
most of the products the Mexican people buy
that are made in other countries are products
made in America. In order for us to create
more jobs for the American people, we have
to have more customers for our products and
services, obviously. You look at the unemploy-
ment rate today, you can see that we’re capable
of producing everything Americans want to buy
and still not using up all the labor we’ve got.
In other words, we can produce everything that
Americans want to buy, and there will still be
Americans unemployed. So if we want every
American who wants to work to have a job,
we’ve got to have more customers. NAFTA gives
us more customers, and it will create more jobs.

It will also—I don’t want to gloss it over—
there will also be some things that the Mexicans
sell to Americans that used to be made by
Americans. So there will be some job loss. But
I’m convinced there will be a lot more jobs
gained than lost. And if I weren’t, I wouldn’t
have supported it in the first place.

Antidrug Efforts
Q. Good morning. I would like to know, how

can we keep the drugs off the street?
The President. Well, I think there are two

or three things we have to focus on. How can
we keep the drugs off the street? Your ideas
are maybe better than mine. Maybe you ought
to tell me how you think we can keep the drugs
off the street. I’ve got two or three ideas I
want to mention, though.

One is, most cities do not have enough police
officers to give the neighborhoods the kind of
coverage they need. Thirty years ago, there were
three police officers in this country for every
violent crime reported. Today, there are three
crimes, violent crimes, for every police officer.
So most cities simply don’t have the people they
need to work in the neighborhoods, stay there,
and help keep the places safe and drug-free—
first thing.

Second thing is that schools should become
drug-free areas. You ought to be able to get
the drugs out of the schools, and then kids
should be taught from a very early age about

the hazards of drugs, that they can kill you,
they can take your life away.

The third thing is, we’ve got to bring another
economy to the areas where people are doing
drugs, because it’s a business. People have to
have other ways of making a living. We have
to create an alternative future.

So I think there’s law enforcement. I think
there’s drug education and treatment, which I
know works, because my own brother has had
a drug problem, so I know that works. But I
think you also have to create another future.
We have to tell people—keep in mind, the
drugs got real bad in the places where the fam-
ily and the community and the jobs were all
disappearing. So I think we have to again create
an alternative reality. One of the things we’re
trying to do in our administration is to create
some conditions in which people will go in and
invest money and hire people in these areas
where people have been making money off
drugs instead of off honest jobs. But you all
might have better ideas than that. If you’ve got
any ideas for me about what to do about drugs,
stand up and give me one of your ideas. I’d
like to have—go ahead.

Goals for National Renewal
Q. I’m in the eighth grade. Mr. President,

how will the renewal reform reach out for the
betterment of our children?

The President. I understand now. I’m sorry.
You have to forgive me, I’m a little hard of
hearing. It comes with age for some people.
Well, it will be better in several ways. First
of all, obviously if we can keep creating more
jobs, that provides more hope. Jobs and incomes
help families to stay together; they help people
to succeed as parents. Let me say one more
thing about—I got asked some questions earlier
about what can be done to strengthen the fam-
ily. For people who already have children,
you’ve got to do the best you can, and you
can succeed. I mean, I was raised by a mother
who was a single parent when I was born. So
a lot of people do a good job. But the first
thing we’ve got to do is to provide more jobs
and keep doing it until we can put our people
to work.

The second thing we have to do is to give
people a sense that they can take their streets
back, that through this crime bill and through
these other initiatives, people that are willing
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to obey the law can at least live in a safe envi-
ronment and children can go to a safe school.

The third thing that we have to do, in my
opinion, is to try to give people a leg up in
life. That’s what the education programs and
the welfare reform programs are all about, giv-
ing people a chance to see that they can always
do better than they’re doing if they’re willing
to work at it.

The fourth thing we have to do, and this
is why I want the health care program to pass
so much, is to give people the security of know-
ing that they can succeed in all these different
ways: that you can succeed as a student, you
can succeed as a worker, you can succeed as
a parent, and that if you work hard and play
by the rules and you try to make something
of your life, you will have a certain level of
personal security. And that’s what we’re trying
to do.

In other words, I think America should be
seen as sort of an extended family, a big com-
munity. And I think we should look at all of
our people, without regard to where they live
or what their race is, as an enormous resource,
as something precious, where everybody is
equally important. And I don’t think we can
make it as a country unless we do that. I don’t
think we can make it as a country—in my old
age, when I want to be retired and taken care
of by somebody else—unless all of you do well.
And we are going to have to reinvigorate our
education system, our job system, our criminal
justice system, and our health care system, at
least, if you all are going to do that. And that’s
what I work for all the time, so that you’ll have

the freedom to make whatever you want of your
life.

I mean, I don’t like the fact that a lot of
young people like you wake up every day and
look in the mirror and don’t believe that they
could do whatever they want to do. The best
thing that could ever happen to us is if tomor-
row you and everybody like you got up and
got ready for school and looked in the mirror
and said, ‘‘You know, whatever I really want
to do, I can go as far as my God-given abilities
will take me. I’m not going to be burdened
by violence. I am not going to be interfered
with by drugs. I’m not going to be interfered
with by bigotry. I’m not going to do anything
stupid to mess myself up. I’m going to hold
on and make my life something. And it’s never
too late to get a second chance. No matter
what’s happened before, I can do better.’’ That
would be the best thing that ever happened
to this country, if all of you believe that and
acted on it. And I’m just trying to create an
environment where it’s true enough so that all
of you can believe it.

Are we done?
Principal Poles. Thank you, Mr. President.

This concludes our question-and-answer series.
The President. Thank you. You guys have

been great. Good luck. God bless you. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the
auditorium. In his remarks, he referred to Carlotta
Harper, president, student government associa-
tion.

Remarks on Lifting the Trade Embargo on Vietnam and an
Exchange With Reporters
February 3, 1994

The President. Thank you very much. I want
to especially thank all of you who have come
here on such short notice. From the beginning
of my administration, I have said that any deci-
sions about our relationships with Vietnam
should be guided by one factor and one factor
only: gaining the fullest possible accounting for
our prisoners of war and our missing in action.
We owe that to all who served in Vietnam and

to the families of those whose fate remains un-
known.

Today I am lifting the trade embargo against
Vietnam because I am absolutely convinced it
offers the best way to resolve the fate of those
who remain missing and about whom we are
not sure. We’ve worked hard over the last year
to achieve progress. On Memorial Day, I
pledged to declassify and make available virtually
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