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Statement on the Sarajevo Marketplace Attack
February 5, 1994

I am outraged by this deliberate attack on
the people of Sarajevo. There can be no possible
military justification for an attack against a mar-
ketplace where women, men, and children of
the city were pursuing their everyday lives. The
United Nations should urgently investigate this
incident and clearly identify those who are
guilty.

I have directed that Secretary Christopher en-
gage our allies in Europe and the United Na-

tions on the situation and on appropriate next
steps. As he and Secretary of Defense Perry
have stated, we rule nothing out.

I have also directed the Department of De-
fense to offer its assistance in evacuating, hos-
pitalizing, and treating those injured in this sav-
age attack.

I know I speak for all Americans in expressing
our revulsion and anger at this cowardly act.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on Bosnia
February 6, 1994

The President. I have just completed a meet-
ing with advisers discussing the terrible and out-
rageous incident in Sarajevo yesterday. I’m glad
to report that the United States has been able
to evacuate several of the wounded and their
family members and they’re on their way to
a hospital in Germany. We’ll be continuing to
work on that.

I have asked Ambassador Albright to urge
the United Nations to accelerate the efforts to
try to confirm responsibility for the strike in
the market yesterday. And I have approved hav-
ing the Secretary of State and Ambassador
Albright continue their consultations with our
allies about what next steps should be taken
in response to this particular incident and to
make an effort to try to reach a settlement,
hoping that the shock of this incident will per-
haps make all parties more willing to bring this
matter to a close.

The ultimate answer to all this killing is for
the three parties to reach an agreement that
they can live with and honor. There have been
several times over the last couple of months
when it didn’t seem that they were all that far
apart, and I hope that the shock of these deaths
will reinforce to them, as it does to the entire
world, that they ought to go on and reach a
settlement. And we will do what we can to push
that.

Q. Have you decided against air strikes, Mr.
President?

The President. No, but it’s not a decision—
first of all, I want to give the U.N. a chance
to confirm responsibility for this. Obviously, it
seems highly likely that the Serbs are respon-
sible, but there ought to be some effort to con-
firm it since their leader has denied it. And
also, as you know, the authority under which
air strikes can proceed, NATO acting out of
area pursuant to U.N. authority, requires the
common agreement of our NATO allies. So I
cautioned them on this at our NATO meeting.
Many of them remain concerned that because
they have soldiers on the ground—something
we don’t have—that their soldiers will be retali-
ated against if we take action from the air.
That’s not to say that there won’t be retaliation,
because we certainly discussed it in considerable
length today, and I discussed it yesterday. But
I just want to try to explain why there’s more
reluctance on the part of some of the Europeans
than there is on the part of the United States,
because they do have troops on the ground,
and they are worried about some retaliation
coming to those troops.

Q. What are your thoughts now on lifting
the arms embargo?

The President. I’ve always been for it. I
haven’t changed my position on that. I do be-
lieve, however, that the appropriate thing to do
now is to see if this horrible incident can be
the spur to a vigorous effort to achieve a peace
agreement. And that’s what we ought to focus
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