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Q. Mr. President, we appreciate you taking
time out from your busy schedule to address
us. You’ll always have a special place in the
history of this organization since you’ve, today,
become the first President of the United States
to ever address the leading State newspaper or-
ganization in the U.S.

Once again, thank you very much.
The President. Well, I’ve enjoyed it very

much. And I thank you all very much. I just
want to try to encourage you. You know, I know
California has been through so much. You went
through an earthquake in the north a couple
of years ago, the fires, the earthquake in the
south, the riots in L.A., and all the incredible
economic problems because of the defense
downsizing going back to the late eighties. But

fundamentally, the health, the strength, the di-
versity of California is staggering. And the future
is bright. And I am committed to doing every-
thing I can to make sure you get fair treatment
and a genuine partnership and a better chance
at a tomorrow from our administration.

And I thank you, and I thank you for your
probing questions. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:33 p.m. via sat-
ellite from Room 459 of the Old Executive Office
Building. The press release issued by the Office
of the Press Secretary did not include the com-
plete opening remarks of the President. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this interview.

Statement on the Executive Order on Environmental Justice
February 11, 1994

All Americans have a right to be protected
from pollution—not just those who can afford
to live in the cleanest, safest communities.
Today we direct Federal agencies to make envi-
ronmental justice a part of all that they do.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing the signing of the
Executive order, which is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Memorandum on Environmental Justice
February 11, 1994

Memorandum for the Heads
of All Departments and Agencies

Subject: Executive Order on Federal Actions To
Address Environmental Justice in Minority Pop-
ulations and Low-Income Populations

Today I have issued an Executive order on
Federal Actions to Address Environmental Jus-
tice in Minority Populations and Low-Income
Populations. That order is designed to focus
Federal attention on the environmental and
human health conditions in minority commu-
nities and low-income communities with the goal
of achieving environmental justice. That order
is also intended to promote nondiscrimination
in Federal programs substantially affecting
human health and the environment, and to pro-
vide minority communities and low-income com-

munities access to public information on, and
an opportunity for public participation in, mat-
ters relating to human health or the environ-
ment.

The purpose of this separate memorandum
is to underscore certain provision of existing law
that can help ensure that all communities and
persons across this Nation live in a safe and
healthful environment. Environmental and civil
rights statutes provide many opportunities to ad-
dress environmental hazards in minority commu-
nities and low-income communities. Application
of these existing statutory provisions is an impor-
tant part of this Administration’s efforts to pre-
vent those minority communities and low-in-
come communities from being subject to dis-
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proportionately high and adverse environmental
effects.

I am therefore today directing that all depart-
ment and agency heads take appropriate and
necessary steps to ensure that the following spe-
cific directives are implemented immediately:

In accordance with Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, each Federal agency shall
ensure that all programs or activities receiving
Federal financial assistance that affect human
health or the environment do not directly, or
through contractual or other arrangements, use
criteria, methods, or practices that discriminate
on the basis of race, color, or national origin.

Each Federal agency shall analyze the envi-
ronmental effects, including human health, eco-
nomic and social effects, of Federal actions, in-
cluding effects on minority communities and
low-income communities, when such analysis is
required by the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. section 4321
et seq. Mitigation measures outlined or analyzed
in an environmental assessment, environmental
impact statement, or record of decision, when-
ever feasible, should address significant and ad-
verse environmental effects of proposed Federal
actions on minority communities and low-in-
come communities.

Each Federal agency shall provide opportuni-
ties for community input in the NEPA process,
including identifying potential effects and miti-
gation measures in consultation with affected

communities and improving the accessibility of
meetings, crucial documents, and notices.

The Environmental Protection Agency, when
reviewing environmental effects of proposed ac-
tion of other Federal agencies under section 309
of the Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. section 7609,
shall ensure that the involved agency has fully
analyzed environmental effects on minority com-
munities and low-income communities, including
human health, social, and economic effects.

Each Federal agency shall ensure that the
public, including minority communities and low-
income communities, has adequate access to
public information relating to human health or
environmental planning, regulations, and en-
forcement when required under the Freedom
of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. section 552, the
Sunshine Act, 5 U.S.C. section 552b, and the
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-
Know Act, 42 U.S.C. section 11044.

* * *

This memorandum is intended only to im-
prove the internal management of the Executive
Branch and is not intended to nor does it create,
any right, benefit, or trust responsibility, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or eq-
uity by a party against the United States, its
agencies, its officers, or any person.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Note: The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on Signing California Earthquake Relief Legislation and an
Exchange With Reporters
February 12, 1994

The President. Good morning. I’m glad to be
here with the Speaker and members of the Cali-
fornia delegation and one member of the Mis-
souri delegation, Secretary Brown and Senator
Hatfield and others, to sign this bill today.

This was legislation requested by our adminis-
tration to provide the most comprehensive na-
tional response ever to a region experiencing
a natural disaster, the earthquake which inflicted
such damage in the Los Angeles area on January
17th. Many people had their lives shaken and
transformed by the damage caused by the

Northridge quake. They faced the human trag-
edy of 61 deaths, nearly 10,000 injuries requir-
ing hospitalization, and many, many thousands
of people who lost their homes, their jobs, or
otherwise had their lives turned upside down.

We saw the fierce power of the shifting earth
twist and break highways, uproot homes, ignite
fires, and literally reshape parts of the Los An-
geles landscape. More than 150 public schools
were damaged. Five hospitals suffered destruc-
tion requiring as much as $700 million in repair.
Much of the damage will take months if not
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