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Q. Mr. President, we appreciate you taking
time out from your busy schedule to address
us. You'll always have a special place in the
history of this organization since you've, today,
become the first President of the United States
to ever address the leading State newspaper or-
ganization in the U.S.

Once again, thank you very much.

The President. Well, I've enjoyed it very
much. And I thank you all very much. I just
want to try to encourage you. You know, I know
California has been through so much. You went
through an earthquake in the north a couple
of years ago, the fires, the earthquake in the
south, the riots in L.A., and all the incredible
economic problems because of the defense
downsizing going back to the late eighties. But

fundamentally, the health, the strength, the di-
versity of California is staggering. And the future
is bright. And I am committed to doing every-
thing I can to make sure you get fair treatment
and a genuine partnership and a better chance
at a tomorrow from our administration.

And I thank you, and I thank you for your
probing questions. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:33 p.m. via sat-
ellite from Room 459 of the Old Executive Office
Building. The press release issued by the Office
of the Press Secretary did not include the com-
plete opening remarks of the President. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this interview.

Statement on the Executive Order on Environmental Justice

February 11, 1994

All Americans have a right to be protected
from pollution—not just those who can afford
to live in the cleanest, safest communities.
Today we direct Federal agencies to make envi-
ronmental justice a part of all that they do.

NoOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing the signing of the
Executive order, which is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Memorandum on Environmental Justice

February 11, 1994

Memorandum for the Heads
of All Departments and Agencies

Subject: Executive Order on Federal Actions To
Address Environmental Justice in Minority Pop-
ulations and Low-Income Populations

Today I have issued an Executive order on
Federal Actions to Address Environmental Jus-
tice in Minority Populations and Low-Income
Populations. That order is designed to focus
Federal attention on the environmental and
human health conditions in minority commu-
nities and low-income communities with the goal
of achieving environmental justice. That order
is also intended to promote nondiscrimination
in Federal programs substantially affecting
human health and the environment, and to pro-
vide minority communities and low-income com-

munities access to public information on, and
an opportunity for public participation in, mat-
ters relating to human health or the environ-
ment.

The purpose of this separate memorandum
is to underscore certain provision of existing law
that can help ensure that all communities and
persons across this Nation live in a safe and
healthful environment. Environmental and civil
rights statutes provide many opportunities to ad-
dress environmental hazards in minority commu-
nities and low-income communities. Application
of these existing statutory provisions is an impor-
tant part of this Administration’s efforts to pre-
vent those minority communities and low-in-
come communities from being subject to dis-
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