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our best to be good allies, and last year we
tried to help with aid and we will do so again
this year.

We want to talk a little about what can be
done to help with peacekeeping efforts there
and about other matters that affect their destiny
in Georgia, including, obviously, events in Russia
and other countries in the region. So I’ve really
looked forward to this meeting for a long time.
And I have many questions; I’m going to be
listening hard today.

Q. [Inaudible]—U.N. troops there? U.N.
troops to Georgia?

The President. Well, we want to talk about
that today. We’re going to have a visit about
that.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:05 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference With Chairman Eduard Shevardnadze of
the Republic of Georgia
March 7, 1994

The President. It’s a real pleasure and an
honor for me to welcome Chairman Eduard
Shevardnadze to the White House today. Few
leaders in our time have earned the degree of
international respect that Chairman
Shevardnadze enjoys. He’s a statesman whose
vision and diplomacy have played an immeas-
urably important role in bringing a peaceful end
to the cold war.

This was our first personal meeting, although
we’ve talked by phone on other occasions. It
was a productive one. We discussed the great
political and economic challenges facing Geor-
gia. We discussed the steps the United States
can take to help Georgia to meet those chal-
lenges.

I reaffirmed in very strong terms America’s
support for the independence, the sovereignty,
and the territorial integrity of Georgia. And I
expressed support for the efforts sponsored by
the United Nations to find a lasting political
settlement to the conflict in the Abkhaz region
of Georgia. I’m hopeful that the parties to that
conflict can achieve in their negotiations and
maintain an effective cease-fire. If they can, the
United States would be inclined to support a
U.N. peacekeeping operation in Georgia, an op-
eration that would not involve U.S. military
units. We’ve already begun consultations on this
issue with the Congress, whose views and sup-
port will be important. And Chairman
Shevardnadze will have the opportunity to dis-
cuss this and other matters with Members of
Congress during his stay here with us.

In our meeting today, we also discussed Geor-
gia’s efforts to expand cooperation with other
nations in the Caucasus region. We agreed that
both our nations have a tremendous stake in
the success of reform in Russia, that a demo-
cratic and market-oriented Russia at peace with
its neighbors is in the interests of Georgia and
the United States.

I made it clear in our talks that the U.S.
is committed to encouraging greater political
freedom and economic renewal in Georgia. That
commitment is outlined by the joint declaration
and bilateral investment treaty we’ve signed
today.

Our commitment is also underscored by the
$70 million in assistance the U.S. has allocated
to Georgia so far this year. Most of these funds
are dedicated to humanitarian efforts. As Geor-
gia moves toward peace and proceeds with re-
form, we’re prepared to increase our technical
and economic assistance as well.

This is clearly a difficult time of transition
for Georgia. But throughout its rich history,
Georgia many times has met and overcome ad-
versity. I’m hopeful that the renowned resilience
of the Georgian people will serve them well
as they build a more stable and prosperous fu-
ture. As they face that work, the Georgian peo-
ple are indeed fortunate to have a leader with
a vision, the stature, the leadership, and the
courage of Chairman Shevardnadze. And I look
forward to working with him in the days ahead.

Mr. Chairman.
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Chairman Shevardnadze. Dear Mr. Presi-
dent—President Clinton, ladies and gentlemen.
Each of my sessions and meetings with the press
is connected to one or another event. For in-
stance, I appeared here before you when the
INF agreement was signed and when the Soviet
troops were brought out of Afghanistan. There
were very many interesting historical events,
perestroika and democratization. We had a root
change in the relations between our super-
powers. This meeting with you, Mr. President,
is also tied to a very significant event.

It’s possible that I and my country in this
first, my official visit to the United States, could
be one of the largest. President Clinton has
just signed, and I have just signed, a declaration
on the principles of relations between the
United States of America and Georgia. As lead-
ers of our governments, we have affixed our
signatures and say that Georgia will adhere to
the NPT.

We have made a very large, at least for Geor-
gia, a very large step. In a series of discussions,
have been talking about a whole series of impor-
tant events, important for Georgia. Georgia is
a very small country, but it is large in its attitude
toward big political issues related to all of the
other countries that now exist and that came
out of the former Soviet Union when the Soviet
Union passed. And I think what we now are
seeing are very important events regarding the
future of all of us countries in this region. As
many of the other independent and sovereign
countries of that region, Georgia, too, needs a
lot of assistance.

The integration within the CIS calls upon us
to overcome many, many problems and obsta-
cles. But I am convinced that assistance from
the West is also very important to help us go
the way. No one country will be able to make
it to democracy and to market economy without
assistance from the outside.

One of the many conflicts on the territory
of the former Soviet Union and in Georgia as
well—these are horrible conflicts, but we can
say that this conflict on our territory is yet only
one of a whole arc, a great arc of conflicts
that is taking place in our region. This is a
big threat to international peace. And we should
do like you said, Mr. President, today in all
of our discussions, we should be very careful
of our actions and our attitudes.

We have touched upon a whole series of
issues related to our Partnership For Peace, the

initiator of which is Mr. President Clinton. I
say that Georgia actively supports you and hopes
to be just as active in the implementation of
the partnership of peace. That’s the most impor-
tant thing.

I informed President Clinton of our approach
in the political settlement of the Abkhazian con-
flict. On the 9th of March, I’m going to appear
at the Security Council session of the United
Nations, and there I’m going to attempt to ex-
plain my views on this issue.

Within the visit also that’s planned, where
I plan to meet the heads of a variety of inter-
national financial institutions, we’re going to set
forth some of the greater priorities for Georgia,
the investment of funds into Georgia to a sta-
bilization fund, a democratization fund, if nec-
essary, to help us move toward reforms.

We discussed also with President Clinton the
events in Russia. As usual, I am always coming
out in favor of supporting President Yeltsin and
the policy that he has set forth. And I have
spoken with President Clinton about some of
the trends that we are seeing taking place in
Russia. We are very much interested in seeing
that Russian democracy flourishes, also, in other
countries around Russia, and I think all of us
will be working toward that success. Otherwise,
the events in Russia should be viewed very
closely, in very close relationship to what hap-
pens in other states and other countries.

I’m very appreciative to President Clinton for
all of his support which he has shown and con-
tinues to show to Georgia, now experiencing
a very, very tough time. Right now, Mr. Presi-
dent has just announced the necessary funds
of humanitarian assistance to Georgia. I must
say that if it were not for the assistance of
the American people and your support, Mr.
President, our people, our Georgian people, in
the fullest sense of the word would be starving.
Thank you. Thank you so very much.

And to the press that’s here, I would like
to, in your presence, to invite President Clinton
to come to Georgia at any time that is conven-
ient to you, Mr. President. Thank you so much.

The President. Let me say what I would like
to do now. I’ll recognize Terry [Terence Hunt,
Associated Press], and then we will try to alter-
nate to give the Georgian press a chance to
ask questions. We’ll recognize the American
press, the Georgian press in the alternate.

Go ahead, Terry.
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Whitewater Investigation

Q. Mr. President, there were at least three
occasions where White House officials were
briefed by Federal regulators about the status
of the Whitewater investigation. Were you and
Mrs. Clinton aware of those contacts, and what
were you told about the content of those discus-
sions?

The President. Well, there were no briefings,
and I didn’t know about, for example, Roger
Altman’s meeting until he testified to it on the
Hill. And one of the other contacts, I think,
was a press contact of some kind. I was unaware
of that one.

Sometime in October, I was—I became aware
of—I don’t know when, but sometime in Octo-
ber, I became aware of the RTC finding with
regard to the question—the referral, I think it’s
called, on the question of whether my campaign
benefited improperly from checks which alleg-
edly came from the S&L, and I knew about
that. That was—I don’t remember when I knew
about it or who told me about it, but it was
just sort of presented as a fact, a decision that
had been made by the Government. And I
didn’t think much about it at the time. It was
just something that I absorbed. It was told to
me just as something that the Government had
decided to do. Otherwise, I was not aware of
any of these things.

Now, let me remind you of what we have
done in the last few days. First, to avoid any
question arising in the future of the propriety
of any of these actions, we have literally erected
a firewall between the White House and other
regulatory agencies so that any contact, in or
out, relating to any of these matters would have
to be cleared by and approved by the Counsel’s
office, so that all of these matters will be clear
and proper.

Secondly, we have committed to fully support
and cooperate with the Special Counsel’s sub-
poenas to look into this. On Friday night, as
soon as the subpoenas were received, the White
House Deputy Counsel, Joel Klein, sent a memo
to all the White House staff describing the doc-
uments called for and a procedure to fully com-
ply. This morning, the Chief of Staff, Mr.
McLarty, has sent a detailed compliance memo
from Mr. Klein to all the staff setting forth
the procedures that the staff must follow to
make sure that compliance is full and complete.

Second, we have begun in earnest—I have,
personally—a process to select a new White
House Counsel. And I want to make it just
exactly clear what I’m looking for. Number one,
I want someone of unquestioned integrity and
a lot of experience in dealing with the kinds
of issues that have to come into the White
House, someone who can establish processes
that everyone will acknowledge are appropriate
to deal with all the legal matters that the White
House deals with. And finally, someone who
will inspire confidence in me and in you, the
press, and most importantly, in the American
people that we are going the extra mile not
only in this case but in all cases to deal with
all matters in the appropriate way. So I think
that we’re doing everything we can. We certainly
intend to do that. And we’ll be aggressive in
pursuit of it.

Yes, anyone over here? Yes.

Republic of Georgia
Q. Mr. President, I want to ask you about

your feeling. What do you feel when you hear
such words, ‘‘Thank you very much for your
helping because your helping helped us not suf-
fer.’’ What do you feel when you hear such
words?

The President. I didn’t have my earphones
on, excuse me.

Q. Mr. President, she says what do you feel
when people tell you that you have saved our
people from hunger and starvation?

The President. She asked: What do I feel
when people say that the United States has
saved many people in Georgia from hunger and
starvation?

I feel a sense of gratitude that we had the
opportunity to do it. Most of the people in our
country understand that we are very fortunate
to live here, to have the system that we have,
to have the economy that we have, and that
we have responsibilities and opportunities
around the world that we discharge as well as
we can. The people of Georgia have carried
on an historic and courageous struggle. Chair-
man Shevardnadze has become the embodiment
of that struggle for us here in America and
for people all over the world. And I’m glad
that, last year on a couple of occasions, the
United States was able to move rapidly and to
be helpful. We long for the day when you will
not need it anymore. And we know that you
do, too.
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Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press Inter-
national.]

Hillary Clinton
Q. Mr. President, how do you feel now that

your wife is becoming the focal point of the
Whitewater investigation, and the Washington
Times quotes three couriers as testifying that
she ordered the shredding of documents? I
know this is all very painful, but I wonder how
it affected you in your household and——

The President. Well, let me say that the only
thing that I want to say on behalf of both of
us is that we want to support the Special Coun-
sel’s work and we want to ask the American
people to let the process work.

Law firms dispose of their documents all the
time. And I did not read the article, but I un-
derstand the article didn’t purport to say what
the contents of any of the files were. I can
tell you this: I believe I’m a better authority
than anybody else in America on my wife; I
have never known a person with a stronger
sense of right and wrong in my life. Ever. I
could cite you chapter and verse over 20 years-
plus now that I have known her when it would
have been very easy for her to take a shortcut,
to take an easy way out, to do something else,
when she has unfailingly done the right thing.
And I do not believe for a moment that she
has done anything wrong. I have—I just—If the
rest of the people in this country, if everybody
in this country had a character as strong as
hers, we wouldn’t have half the problems we’ve
got today. Now people can ask whatever ques-
tions they want, and we will do our best to
comply. But I’m just telling you, the American
people can worry about something else. Her
moral compass is as strong as anybody’s in this
country, and they will see that.

Abkhazia
Q. Mr. President, the most painful problem

for Georgia today is the Abkhazian issue. How
do you see a specific role of the United States
in the settlement of this issue, specifically?
Thank you.

The President. Well, that’s what Chairman
Shevardnadze and I talked about, mostly, at our
first meeting. The United States should support
Georgia’s efforts to secure a United Nations
peacekeeping effort and to have the kinds of
conditions that will permit the peacekeeping to
succeed, for example, a clear strategy for return-

ing the refugees to their home. The United
States would not be called upon to provide
troops but would want to see that the troop
force was a good, balanced U.N. troop force
mix, and I think we should be prepared to con-
tribute some of the cost of operating the peace-
keeping mission.

I have already opened conversations with the
Congress about that. And as I said, the Chair-
man is going to talk to Members of Congress,
and because of his long and distinguished rela-
tionship with the United States, going back to
his days as foreign minister of the former Soviet
Union, he has a lot of friends in the Congress,
and he might well be able to have a very posi-
tive impact. He might be able to get more
money out of them than I can. [Laughter] But
together we’re going to do our best to get the
support.

Chairman Shevardnadze. Maybe I’ll convince
them to give me some money for other pur-
poses, too.

The President. Maybe you can lobby for my
health care plan. [Laughter]

Whitewater Investigation
Q. Mr. President, your Chief of Staff, Mack

McLarty, said that he knew about one of the
meetings with the Treasury officials. Can you
tell us why he didn’t seem to understand that
that kind of meeting would give the appearance
of impropriety? And does the fact that he didn’t,
diminish your confidence in him?

The President. No, because I didn’t know
until yesterday, I guess, that the ethics counsel
for the Treasury Department had apparently ap-
proved the Altman meeting.

Let me tell you what I’ve told him to do.
Let me just tell you what—I have instructed
the staff not only to fully comply with this sub-
poena but to examine the records and the
memories of everyone for any conceivable con-
tact during this time period, so that any facts
that need to be disclosed can be fully disclosed
and completely evaluated. I think the evidence
that we have certainly makes it clear that no
one tried to influence any governmental proce-
dure or do anything improper. But as I said
before, last week, it would have been better
if at least some of these meetings had not oc-
curred. And we now have the firewall estab-
lished which will guarantee that it won’t happen
in the future.
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I do ask you for some sense of balance about
what’s going on here. I did not see it, but I
understand Sam Dash was last night on tele-
vision and pointed out that, unlike some pre-
vious administrations, we were fully cooperating.
We were giving the records, we were giving
whatever we were asked to give not only to
Special Counsel. We weren’t resisting, we were
supporting subpoenas. This administration is de-
termined to have a standard by which anybody
else in the future will be judged in how we
deal with this sort of inquiry. I just want the
inquiry to proceed. I want it to have a chance
to succeed. I have no reason to believe at this
time that anybody did anything to influence a
Government process they should not have done.
But if you look at it going from here forward,
I think we have procedures in place, and I will
pick a White House Counsel that will assure
that there’s a high level of confidence about
how we’re operating this.

Looking backward, we are fully complying
with all of these subpoenas, and we’re going
to find any other facts that need to be found
and need to be disclosed, and we will do that,
too.

Russia
Q. [Inaudible]—cases of democratization of

Russia where they’re having difficulties and
where democracy is not really moving along as
fast. How is some of that affecting relations be-
tween United States and Russia and maybe
other countries within the CIS?

The President. Well, as you know, the United
States has worked with and supported President
Yeltsin because we believe that he followed poli-
cies supporting democracy, supporting reform,
and supporting respect for the territorial integ-
rity of Russia’s neighbors, all three things. That
is still our policy; we are interested in supporting
those things. And we believe that there are ways
for Russia to continue to manifest its leadership
in the world and in the region and still acknowl-
edge the importance of democracy, market re-
form, and respect for neighbors.

I’m very hopeful, just to take one example,
of what happened in Bosnia recently, where the
Russians played a very key role in helping us
to create the safe zone around Sarajevo, getting
the Serbs to support it. Now that we have the
outline of an agreement between the Croats and
the Muslims, we hope the Russians will continue

to be active with us to push right through to
a solution to the crisis in Bosnia.

So, am I concerned about some developments
in Russia and some of the things that some
of the people say in Russia that reflect
ultranationalism and an extremist view and
would make more difficult our future relation-
ships with them? Of course I am. But I knew
when this started that it would not be an easy
course. Democracy is a difficult system to de-
velop and to keep going. But I think basically
our interests are clear, and we’ll just continue
to pursue our interests and our values and hope
that our policy works.

Peter [Peter Maer, NBC Mutual Radio].

Republican Criticism
Q. Mr. President, I’m wondering what goes

through your mind when you hear critics—I
guess, especially Republican critics—compare
this current controversy to Watergate, and what
goes through your mind when you hear someone
like Senator Gramm formulate a statement by
starting with the statement that ‘‘If the President
wants to finish up his term . . .’’?

The President. Well, I wonder why you let
him get away with it. I mean, frankly, when
they say things, it doesn’t really bother me. They
have been, on the whole, blatantly partisan, and
it’s obvious that they want to do something that
I don’t think the American people ought to let
them get away with, which is to deter this ad-
ministration and the entire Federal Government
from meeting its responsibilities to the people.
I mean, it’s a good excuse for why you don’t
have a health care plan. Go down and have
a health care retreat; you can’t agree on a plan;
come back and jump on this issue. And the
American people will be outraged if anybody
uses this as an excuse not to keep going and
doing the people’s business, first of all.

Secondly, the Speaker of the House was very
eloquent about this last weekend. There is a
huge difference here. Number one, we’re not
covering up or anything, we are opening up.
We are disclosing. We are giving you informa-
tion. Number two, no one has accused me of
any abuse of authority in office. That’s what
Watergate was about. Number three, there is
no credible evidence and no credible charge
that I violated any criminal or civil Federal law
8 or 9 years ago when most of these facts that
are being bandied around are discussed. I mean,
this is really about a real estate investment I
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made almost 16 years ago now that lost money
and sputtered to a not successful conclusion sev-
eral years ago. So there is no analogy except
any hysteria that they can gin up around it.
That’s why I say I have been forthcoming; I
will continue to be forthcoming. You’re going
to be confident in the way we handle this. There
will not be a coverup. There will not be an
abuse of power in this office. And there is no
credible charge that I violated any law, even
way back in the dark ages or years ago when
this happened.

And I would just remind you, I was Governor
of my State for 12 years; there was never a
hint of scandal in my administration. So this
is going to be a very different thing. And I
think that what they do today as Republicans,
as a party, may look good today. It may not
look very good when the independent counsel
finishes his work. And I think, you know, they
ought to think long and hard about whether
this sort of partisan clamor and careless use
of language and careless use of the facts is really
not only in the best interest of the American
people but in the best interest of their party.
All of us got hired here to work for the Amer-
ican people, not to throw off on each other.
I know a lot of people in this town like to
do it, but it’s a very unproductive use of time.

If I did something wrong, it will come out
in the Special Counsel. That’s what the Repub-
licans said they wanted. That’s what most of
your media outlets said you wanted. I am fully
cooperating with the Special Counsel. They will
find the truth. Let them do it. And let the
rest of us go on with our business. That’s what
we got the Special Counsel for.

Russia
Q. To you and Mr. Shevardnadze, how do

you feel vis-a-vis the latest events in Moscow?
Is there a possibility of a rebirth of the period
of the cold war?

The President. I’ll give him the hard question
on the theory that he hasn’t talked since I have.

Chairman Shevardnadze. I’ve had a lot of oc-
casions to get out and speak about this. I don’t
want to create an impression that we are dis-
cussing Russia’s future here. It’s very important
to be very tactful, maximally tactful here, and
let the Russians themselves figure out what they
want to do in the processes in their own coun-
try.

Now, as far as the alarm, well, naturally, every
honest citizen of the planet has that fear, has
that alarm relative to all the events that have
taken place there recently. But I very much
hope that the Russian people and everyone else
there in Russia will figure this out. Is there
a danger? Yes. If the forces that you have in
mind come to power, this is a great threat not
only for Russia but also for the whole planet
at large. That’s what I would say.

The President. Let me answer the question
and make two points, one positive, the other
not so positive.

You ask, is it possible that we will recreate
the cold war. In one respect, it is unlikely for
sure, and that is the nuclear respect. That is,
you know, yesterday the first nuclear warheads
went across the border from Ukraine into Rus-
sia, as Ukraine continues its commitment to be-
come a nonnuclear state. Kazakhstan has done
the same. Belarus has done the same. We and
the Russians have negotiated two major nuclear
reduction treaties, and we are not pointing our
weapons at one another. I think it is unlikely
that that will be reversed. You never can say
‘‘never,’’ but I think it is unlikely. So the pros-
pect of total destruction of two great civilizations
arising out of a conflict which triggers nuclear
war I think is very remote now, thanks in no
small measure to this man and what he did.

Now, the second thing is, how likely is it
that out of frustration with the pace and the
pain of economic and political reform in Russia,
the Russian people will turn to leaders who will
say the best way to go for the future is to
find greatness the way we found it in the past,
by the reimposition of some sort of empire,
that if we had an empire we would be viewed
as a greater nation and we would be a richer
nation, and your life would be better? Anyone
would have to say that given how many people
are saying that in Russia, that is somewhat more
likely. All I can say is that we have to—as Chair-
man Shevardnadze said, that is a question the
Russian people will have to answer for them-
selves.

My job is to try to do what I can to dem-
onstrate that it is in the interests of the Russian
people to define themselves as a nation and
to define their greatness in terms that will be
appropriate to the 21st century, not to the 19th
century and the early 20th century. And that
is the best I can do, in my great hope.

Mark [Mark Halperin, ABC News].



393

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Mar. 7

Whitewater Investigation
Q. Mr. President, as part of your commitment

to fully cooperate with the Special Counsel, will
you instruct your staff that you don’t wish to
invoke attorney-client privilege or executive
privilege, and will you ask them not to, in pre-
paring for a grand jury, invoke the fifth amend-
ment? And if you ask them to do that, do you
see any conflict between their individual rights
and your attempt, your commitment to get all
of the information out?

The President. Well, I can’t answer any of
those questions because I haven’t even thought
about it. I mean, I’m telling you, no one I
know, no one I have talked to believes anything
violative of any law has occurred by anybody.
I mean, a lot of these hypothetical questions
which have been raised have been literally be-
wildering to me based on my understanding of
the facts. And again, I will say I refer you to
what Sam Dash said last night: This administra-
tion is cooperating with the Special Counsel.

When I finally realized it was—the only way
to continue the work of the administration
would be to have one, I was happy to have
one. Even though arguably on the evidence, the
criteria for having one weren’t met, I was still
glad to do it so that we could go on with our
work. And the only thing I ask you to do is,
if you can become satisfied that we are fully
cooperating and that we now have procedures
in place which will prohibit any improper con-
tact of any kind and there is no evidence that
any improper influence was sought to be exer-
cised by me or anybody else over any official
decision, then let the Special Counsel do its
job so that we can go forward with the work
of the American people. That is the important
thing we have to do.

Has anybody not had a question, any of the
Ukraine press not had a question—I mean,
Georgian press. I’m sorry. He told me to men-
tion something about Ukraine; I forgot. Maybe
I’ll remember in a minute.

Abkhazia
Q. I represent the Voice of America but

Georgian service, broadcasting in Georgian lan-
guage. And I would like to ask both the ques-
tion. After the agreement that you reached
about Abkhazia, you know that there are more
than 250,000 refugees from Abkhazia from the
atrocities and genocide there by Abkhaz separat-

ists? And would you please answer me, do you
think that it is enough, U.N. peacekeeping
forces in Abkhazia to deploy to ensure, to guar-
antee the safety of Georgians in Abkhazia when
they return back?

Chairman Shevardnadze. We discussed this
with Mr. President Clinton in very, very great
detail, all the aspects of the settlement of the
Abkhazian conflict. I would even say that most
of the time we dedicated to this issue. It seems
to me that right now there is no other than
a political way of solving this. There is just no
other way. I am very appreciative to the Presi-
dent for the fact that he, in principle, gave his
agreement to looking into this issue at the Secu-
rity Council of the U.N., to have the U.N. send
troops to that. This has a tremendously impor-
tant meaning to Abkhazians, to Georgians, to
the whole region.

I told you that I intend to come out and
speak at the Security Council and explain to
everyone there about my own views and my
positions. Peacekeeping troops should have a
certain mission. What I mean is, the safe return
of refugees, guarantees of safety. Otherwise,
there is no sense in sending peacekeeping
forces, because new conflicts will start, new
clashes.

So I think here we have a full mutual under-
standing with the President. It seems to me
that tomorrow in my meetings with the Con-
gressmen and Senators and other interested par-
ties, I will be able to convince them of the
way that this should be resolved. Everything else
really depends on the Security Council.

Q. Because we are broadcasting today and
I think the Georgian audience will be very
thankful to you, to listen to your words in Geor-
gia.

Singapore Caning of Michael Fay
The President. Thank you very much.
I don’t see Gene Gibbons [Reuters] here, but

the last time we had a press conference here
last week, he asked me about the young man
in Singapore that was sentenced to a caning,
and I told you that I did not know about it.
I went back and immediately read the press
report in, I think maybe it was the Los Angeles
Times, one of the newspapers. And then I got
a report from our national security staff. We
have since filed a strong protest with the Gov-
ernment of Singapore. We recognize that they
have a certain right to enforce their own crimi-
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nal laws, but we believe that, based on the facts
and the treatment of other cases, similar cases,
that this punishment is extreme, and we hope
very much that somehow it will be reconsidered.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 52d news conference
began at 2:33 p.m. in the East Room at the White

House. In his remarks, he referred to Samuel
Dash, professor of law at Georgetown University
Law Center and former chief counsel and staff
director for the Senate Watergate Committee.
Chairman Shevardnadze spoke in Russian, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Declaration on Relations Between the United States and the
Republic of Georgia
March 7, 1994

At their meeting at the White House, Presi-
dent of the United States Bill Clinton and Geor-
gian Parliament Chairman Eduard Shevardnadze
agreed on the need to accelerate the building
of close and mutually beneficial relations on all
levels between the United States of America
and the Republic of Georgia.

The United States was the first country in
which a Georgian Embassy was established after
independence. This official visit by Chairman
Shevardnadze marks an important further step
demonstrating the significance which the United
States and the Republic of Georgia attach to
broadening and deepening their relationship.

The United States recognizes that the Repub-
lic of Georgia faces new challenges in ensuring
its national security and is ready to work closely
with Georgia to assist it in finding ways to meet
these challenges. The United States and the Re-
public of Georgia further expressed their desire
to facilitate contact between appropriate govern-
ment officials with a view to broadening defense
cooperation and expanding their dialogue on se-
curity issues of mutual interest.

The United States reaffirmed its full support
for the territorial integrity of Georgia and
pledged its continued backing for United Na-
tions efforts to facilitate a peaceful settlement
to the conflict in the Abkhaz region of Georgia.

International security can no longer be
achieved through the efforts of individual states
by acquiring ever increasing amounts of weap-
onry. Rather, security must be based on reduced
levels of armaments among all nations, and on
a multilateral commitment to uphold shared val-
ues, especially democracy, the inviolability of
borders, territorial integrity, and peaceful resolu-

tion of disputes. The United States and the Re-
public of Georgia agreed that working together
in multilateral institutions like CSCE and the
North Atlantic Cooperation Council is an impor-
tant means of promoting these goals and values.

The United States welcomes the announce-
ment that the Republic of Georgia has decided
to move forward on participation in NATO’s
Partnership For Peace. The Partnership provides
a framework for enhanced political and oper-
ational military cooperation, including joint plan-
ning, training and exercises for multilateral crisis
management activities.

The Republic of Georgia and the United
States reaffirm their commitment to comply
fully with the obligations of the Treaty on Con-
ventional Armed Forces in Europe. The United
States stands ready to provide technical assist-
ance, advice, and expertise to assist the Republic
of Georgia as it continues to meet these obliga-
tions. President Clinton and Chairman
Shevardnadze agreed that the two governments
should continue to work together—and with
other concerned governments—to explore ways
to minimize the cost of meeting these commit-
ments.

President Clinton and Chairman
Shevardnadze agreed that the independence of
the Republic of Georgia and its commitment
to democracy and market economic reform
could make an important contribution to stability
in a region of Europe that has known great
tragedy and upheaval. The United States and
the Republic of Georgia underscored their in-
tention to cooperate actively to achieve this goal.
The President and the Chairman agreed to pro-
tect and promote the values that bind together
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