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I believe fundamentally in the common sense
and the essential core goodness of the American
people. Don’t forget that Alexis de Tocqueville
said a long time ago that America is great be-
cause America is good, and if America ever
ceases to be good, she will no longer be great.
We have to appeal to what is good in this coun-
try. And we have to ask people to face hard
truths and debate hard issues and come together
and think new thoughts about problems that
we are, frankly, not solving today. That is what
I wanted to do when I became President and
what I am doing my best to do. And I am
only sorry that too often, in too many ways,
on too many days, it is a debate which engages
only members of my party.

I will say this: Senator Kennedy has had some
good success in getting a substantial number
of Republican Senators to talk seriously about
health care. We are having some help in dealing
with the issues of crime. But this overriding
negative, intensely personal, totally political, de-
void-of-principle attack is not good for the coun-
try, and it is inconsistent with the tradition of
Abraham Lincoln and Teddy Roosevelt.

If I ask you to go home tonight and make
a list of the greatest Presidents who ever served
here and the greatest things that were ever done
in Washington for the American people, you
would have members of both parties on your

list. But every one of them would have done
something good for the American people, would
have tried to elevate the dignity and the human
potential of the men and women of this country,
tried to give the children of this country a better
future than their parents had.

I got into this work because that’s what I
wanted to do. And I am old-fashioned enough
to believe that in every age and time the central
purpose of our common political life will be
to find new and important ways to get people
together and to get things done so that we can
elevate the meaning and content and direction
of people’s lives and do right by our children
and by our future. That is what I think. And
I’ll tell you something. In 1994, in 1996, if there
is only one party that believes that, the Amer-
ican people in droves will come to us.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:08 p.m. at the
Boston Park Plaza. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Thomas Menino of Boston; entertainer
Lea Salonga; Alan Leventhal, Fred Seigel, Elaine
Shuster, and Paul Montrone, dinner organizers;
David Wilhelm, Democratic National Committee
chairman; and Eli J. Segal, Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Corporation for National and Community
Service.

Statement on Nominations for the Department of the Navy
March 14, 1994

I am pleased to announce that I have nomi-
nated Admiral Jeremy M. Boorda to succeed
Admiral Frank A. Kelso II as Chief of Naval
Operations.

Admiral Boorda is currently serving as Com-
mander in Chief, U.S. Naval Forces, Europe/
Commander in Chief, Allied Forces, Southern
Europe where he is responsible for coordinating
and planning NATO military actions over Bos-
nia-Herzegovina and in the Mediterranean and
Adriatic Seas.

Admiral Boorda brings to the job of Chief
of Naval Operations a keen appreciation of oper-
ational requirements in the post-cold-war world
and an outstanding ability to work with our allies
in complex and challenging circumstances. He

has distinguished himself as one of the foremost
military leaders serving in the armed services
today, and his counsel and guidance on the
many national security issues facing our Nation
will be of great value.

Admiral Boorda assumes the post of Chief
of Naval Operations at an important time in
the history of the United States Navy. I will
depend on him to continue the progress that
Admiral Kelso has made in restructuring the
Navy to meet the new domestic and inter-
national security environments.

I have also nominated Vice Admiral Leighton
W. Smith, Jr., U.S. Navy, to relieve Admiral
Boorda and be promoted to the rank of admiral.
As the former Director for Operations, U.S. Eu-
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ropean Command, and the current Deputy
Chief of Naval Operations, Plans, Policy and
Operations, Vice Admiral Smith possesses a

thorough understanding of NATO structure and
the requirements of the European theater of
operations.

Remarks at a Town Meeting in Nashua, New Hampshire
March 15, 1994

The President. Thank you so much. I want
to thank the principal of this school for calling
the assembly to order and Mayor Wagner for
welcoming me here and Senator Barbara
Baldizar, of whom I am so proud, who served
with such distinction in our campaign in 1992,
and Congressman Dick Swett for that fine intro-
duction and for the work he does in your behalf
in Washington. There are many others here
today, legislators, other officials. school officials,
and personal friends. I’m glad to see all of you
here.

I announced my candidacy for President in
New Hampshire, here in Nashua, in October
of 1991. I told you I’d keep coming back. I
know I’m a week late for your traditional town
meeting, but I’m not 4 years late. I did show
up.

I have so many vivid memories of this com-
munity. I remember I was so nervous the first
day I came here in October of ’91. I said, ‘‘No-
body knows who I am, nobody knows where
I’m from, nobody knows anything.’’ And we
were on our way to a restaurant where some
people had probably been dragged kicking and
screaming to come and meet me for the first
time. And on the way, there was one other
cafe, and I just decided I would go in and
shake hands there and start, just cold. And so
my wife and I walked in, and there was one
guy sitting at the counter drinking a cup of
coffee. And he turned around and he said, ‘‘I
know who you are. I’m a construction worker
from Leachville, Arkansas, and you’re the best
Governor we ever had.’’ So I said to myself,
these people are so shrewd up here, they will
never believe I did not place this man on this
stool—[laughter]—and that I never saw him be-
fore or since.

I remember going to the Moe Arel Center
and talking to the people who live there about
their health care concerns. I remember in the
hotel where I stayed last night, an early morning

meeting I had with Senator Jay Rockefeller from
West Virginia, before we had a big health care
forum where people came from all over New
Hampshire and all over New England. I remem-
ber so many things that I have done in this
community, and I’m very grateful to be back.

I’ve just come from Detroit, where I was
meeting with finance and other economic offi-
cials from the G–7 nations, the world’s largest
industrial nations, Canada and France, Great
Britain and Germany, Italy, Japan and the
United States, talking about the problems that
every wealthy nation in the world is now having,
even in times of economic growth, in creating
new jobs and raising incomes; talking about how
we are in an entirely different global economy
that is changing very rapidly, opening up new
opportunities but also imposing new obstacles
to the fulfillment of human potential every-
where, and what we can do together to deal
with the problems we face.

I learned a lot about those problems right
here in New Hampshire. I think it is no secret
to anybody who knows me the depth of affection
and commitment I developed to the people of
this State, even those who didn’t vote for me,
because of the experiences I had here in 1991
and 1992, because of the laboratory you pro-
vided for all of us who sought the Presidency
to learn about the continuing problems and the
enduring promise of this great country.

Ever since I started this campaign here, and
in every day I have been President, I have been
focused on what it will take for us to do what
we need to do to move into the 21st century
as the greatest country on Earth, giving our
children a better future and getting our people
to live up to their potential. I always believed
that the purpose of public life was to get people
together and to get things done and to lift
human dignity and human potential.
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