
486

Mar. 18 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

the people whose leaders are represented here
today.

We also must hope, I will say again, that
the Serbs will join in this effort for a wider
peace. We invite them and urge them to do
so.

Over 150 years ago, the Balkan poet Ivan
Jukic wrote the following line: ‘‘Only those are
heroes who know how to live with their broth-
ers.’’ Let us hope we are beginning to learn
that lesson in this troubled land.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Haris
Silajdzic of Bosnia-Herzegovina; Foreign Minister
Willy Claes of Belgium; Foreign Minister Klaus
Kinkel of Germany; Lord David Owen and
Thorvald Stoltenberg, Cochairmen, and Cyrus
Vance, former Cochairman, International Con-
ference on the Former Yugoslavia; and Ambas-
sador Charles Redman, U.S. Special Envoy for the
Former Yugoslavia.

Statement on Additional California Earthquake Assistance
March 18, 1994

The people of southern California are re-
sponding courageously to the challenge of re-
storing their lives and their communities in the
wake of the earthquake. From the first day,
our administration has been working extremely
hard to fulfill the Federal Government’s obliga-
tion to help make that possible.

This new assistance reflects new costs that
have come to our attention in recent weeks.

My administration is continuing to monitor the
situation, and we will continue to provide the
necessary assistance as additional needs become
evident.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing the release of emer-
gency funds for California earthquake recovery
and other recent disasters.

Statement by the Director of Communications on United Nations Security
Council Action on the Hebron Massacre
March 18, 1994

The United Nations Security Council has
today adopted a resolution condemning the He-
bron mosque massacre and calling for measures
to safeguard the security of the Palestinians.

President Clinton expressed the horror of the
American people at the time of the tragic He-
bron murders. The President said, ‘‘The enemies
of peace must not be allowed to triumph.
Prompt resumption of negotiations to begin im-
plementation of the Israel-Palestinian Declara-
tion of Principles is the only answer to extremist
violence on both sides.’’

The President’s decision to allow passage of
the resolution was made in the context of the
agreement today by Syria, Jordan, and Lebanon
to return to negotiations in April and the high-

level contacts between Israel and the PLO that
will take place in coming days.

The President endorses the call made by the
Security Council today for Israel and the PLO
to redouble their efforts to realize this goal as
soon as possible. The United States stands ready
to do all it can to help the parties, but with
passage of this resolution it is time for them
to return to the negotiating table.

The United States abstained on two para-
graphs in the preamble to the resolution because
of our strong objections to references made
there to ‘‘occupied Palestinian territory’’ and to
Jerusalem. The President said that his position
on these matters has not changed. As Israel
and the PLO have agreed, these are issues
which can be decided only in negotiations on
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the final status of the territories. He does not
believe references which could prejudice the
outcome of these negotiations are helpful. The

parties alone must make the decisions necessary
to realize the promise of peace.

The President’s Radio Address
March 19, 1994

Good morning. Last week I saw American
democracy at its best at an old-fashioned town-
hall meeting in Nashua, New Hampshire. We
were in the Elm Street Junior High School,
and people were asking me questions about all
kinds of issues but most of them about health
care reform. And then when the town meeting
was over, a woman came up to me and showed
me why it’s so important for so many Americans
that we fix what’s wrong with our health insur-
ance system. She gave me a photograph of her
7-year-old son whom she loves very much. She
told me he’s had serious health problems, and
now she’s afraid that he’ll never be able to get
any health insurance because he has what insur-
ance companies call a preexisting condition.

Everywhere I go, families come up and tell
me we’re got to do something about health care,
and they’re right. Here are the facts: Even if
you have health insurance today, you can lose
it tomorrow. The terrible truth is that 2 million
Americans a month lose their health insurance,
58 million Americans find themselves without
insurance at some point during the year, and
about 100,000 Americans a month lose their
health insurance for good.

The fine print in your insurance policy can
cost you your coverage. Eighty-one million
Americans have those preexisting conditions, just
like the little boy in Nashua, that insurance com-
panies can use to raise rates or deny coverage
and that as a practical matter prevent many,
many people from changing jobs because they
know they’ll lose their coverage. And three out
of four insurance policies—that covers 133 mil-
lion Americans—have lifetime limits that cut off
your benefits when you need them most. In
other words, chances are your insurance plan
is great unless you get really sick.

Too many of you who do have insurance are
paying more, getting less; your choices are more
limited every year; your worries are increased,
worries about losing the right to choose your

doctor, increasing copays and deductibles, or los-
ing insurance altogether. If we don’t do some-
thing, we face a future of less choice, lower
quality care, and larger bills. That’s why we’ve
got to build on what works and fix what’s wrong
with our health care system. And when you
come down to it, America faces three choices:
Government insurance for everybody, no guar-
antee of coverage for anybody, or guaranteed
private insurance for everybody.

Everywhere I go people tell me they support
the idea that is at the core of our health reform
plan: guaranteed private insurance for every-
body, insurance that can never be taken away.
Here’s how our health reform plan works. First,
we’ll guarantee every American private health
insurance with a comprehensive package of ben-
efits that can never be taken away. Everyone
will get a health security card that will guarantee
these benefits, as good as America’s biggest
companies offer and as good as your Members
of Congress and your President get. Your bene-
fits will include prescription drugs and preven-
tion care, things that often aren’t covered today.
It’s common sense to pay to keep people
healthy, not just treat them after they get sick
and when care is more expensive.

Second, you’ll have choices. That’s the Amer-
ican way. You’ll have the right to choose your
own doctor and your own health care plan.
You’ll make that choice—you’ll make it, not your
boss and not your insurance company. We trust
you to make the best choices to improve the
quality of your health care.

Third, we’re going to crack down on abuses
in insurance practices. No more dropping cov-
erage or cutting benefits, no more raising rates
just because you or someone in your family has
been sick, no more using lifetime limits to cut
off your benefits, and no more charging older
people more than younger people. These are
unfair practices, and we’ll make them illegal.
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