AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Apr. 7

The President. If anybody has any questions
that weren’t answered tonight, write us, and
we’ll answer them.

NoOTE: The town meeting began at 7:05 p.m. in
the KCTV television studios.

Statement on the Attacks on Israeli Civilians

April 7, 1994

On behalf of the American people, I condemn
in the strongest possible terms the murders of
Israeli citizens on April 6 and 7 and offer condo-
lences to their families. These brutal slayings
of innocent civilians are, like the massacre in
Hebron, acts of terrorism aimed at stopping the
peace negotiations now underway. The enemies
of peace have not hesitated to use violence to
achieve their goal. They must not be allowed
to succeed.

Statement on the Deaths of Leaders
April 7, 1994

I was shocked and deeply saddened to learn
of the tragic deaths of President Juvenal
Habyarimana of Rwanda and President Cyprien
Nyaryamira of Burundi last night in a plane
crash outside Kigali, Rwanda. The two Presi-
dents were returning from a regional summit
in Arusha, Tanzania, intended to bring an end
to the civil wars that have plagued their two
countries for more than three decades.

Both Presidents were seeking means to end
the bloodshed in their troubled countries and
facilitate a movement toward peace and democ-
racy. Their deaths are a tragic blow to the long-
suffering Rwandan and Burundian people.

I call upon all those committed to the cause
of peace to redouble their efforts and to con-
demn unequivocally these crimes. The negoti-
ating process holds the promise of a better fu-
ture for Israelis and Arabs alike. Prompt agree-
ment and early implementation of the Israel-
Palestinian ~ Declaration of Principles and
progress on the bilateral negotiating tracks are
the best means to realize this goal.

of Rwanda and Burundi

I am equally horrified that elements of the
Rwandan security forces have sought out and
murdered Rwandan officials, including the
Prime Minister, Agathe Uwilingiyimana.

On behalf of the people of the United States,
I extend my condolences to the families of the
deceased Presidents and the Prime Minister as
well as to the peoples of the two nations.

I strongly condemn these actions and I call
on all parties to cease any such actions imme-
diately. These tragedies must not derail Rwanda
and Burundi from pursuing national reconcili-
ation and democracy.

Statement on the District Court Decision on Chicago’s

“Operation Clean Sweep”
April 7, 1994

Just hours ago, a Federal District Court for
the Northern District of Illinois, Eastern Divi-
sion, declared the Chicago Housing Authority’s
(CHA) search policy in violation of the fourth
amendment.

I am ordering Attorney General Reno and
Secretary Cisneros to develop promptly a search
policy for public housing that is both constitu-
tionally permissible and effective and that can
be implemented on a nationwide basis. We must
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not allow criminals to find shelter in the public
housing community they terrorize.

I have also asked the Attorney General and
Secretary Cisneros to explore what other re-
sources we can provide for sweeps by localities
and by Federal agencies.

During the last weekend in March, 13 people
died violently in Chicago—3 of them in the
Robert Taylor Homes—and more than 300 gun
incidents were reported to local police. The peo-
ple in the Robert Taylor Homes have asked
us to help protect them, and within constitu-
tional limits we will do so.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With
United Nations Security Council Resolutions

April 7, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with the Authorization for Use of
Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102-1), and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on
the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance
with the resolutions adopted by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council.

It remains our judgment that the U.N. Special
Commission on Iraq (UNSCOM) and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) have ef-
fectively disbanded the Iraqi nuclear weapons
program at least for the near term. The United
Nations has destroyed Iraqi missile launchers,
support facilities, and a good deal of Iraq’s in-
digenous capability to manufacture prohibited
missiles. The UNSCOM teams have reduced
Iraq’s ability to produce chemical weapons;
inventorying and destroying chemical munitions.
The United Nations has inspected, and is pre-
paring to monitor, several facilities identified as
capable of supporting a biological weapons pro-
gram.

Iraq’s formal acceptance of U.N. Security
Council Resolution (UNSCR) 715 (ongoing
monitoring and verification) in November 1993
was long overdue. The next challenge for the
international community is to ensure that Iraq
does mnot break its promise on ongoing moni-
toring and verification as Iraq has repeatedly
done so in the past on other commitments. Con-
tinued vigilance is necessary because we believe
that Saddam Hussein is committed to rebuilding
his weapons of mass destruction (WMD) capa-
bility.

We are seriously concerned about the many
contradictions and unanswered questions re-
maining in regard to Iraq’s WMD capability,
especially in the chemical weapons area. It is
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therefore extremely important that the inter-
national community establish an effective, com-
prehensive, and sustainable ongoing monitoring
and verification regime as required by UNSCR
715.

Rolf Ekeus, the Chairman of UNSCOM, has
told Iraq that it must establish a clear track
record of compliance before he can report favor-
ably to the Security Council. However, Chair-
man Ekeus has said he does not expect to be
able to report before the end of the year, at
the earliest. We strongly endorse Chairman
Ekeus’ approach and reject any establishment
of a timetable for determining whether Iraq has
complied with UNSCR 715. There must be a
sustained period of unquestionable, complete
compliance with the monitoring and verification
plans.

The “no-fly zones” over northern and south-
ern Iraq permit the monitoring of Iraq’s compli-
ance with UNSCRs 687 and 688. Over the last
2 years, the northern no-fly zone has deterred
Iraq from a major military offensive in the re-
gion. Since the no-fly zone was established in
southern Iraq, Iraq’s use of aircraft against its
population in the region has stopped. However,
Iraqi forces have responded to the no-fly zone
by stepping up their use of land-base artillery
to shell marsh villages.

Indeed, the ongoing military campaign against
the civilian population of the marsh villages in-
tensified during the beginning of March. A large
search-and-destroy operation is taking place. The
offensive includes the razing of villages and
large-scale burning operations, concentrated in
the triangle bounded by An Nasiriya, Al Qurnah,
and Basrah. The magnitude of the operation
is causing civilian inhabitants to flee toward Iran,
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