
679

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Apr. 13

information as part of my effort to keep the
Congress fully informed, consistent with the
War Powers Resolution. I appreciate the support
of the Congress for these actions to protect
American citizens.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 13.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Protection of United Nations Personnel
in Bosnia-Herzegovina
April 12, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
One year ago, I provided you with my initial

report on the deployment of U.S. combat-
equipped aircraft to support the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization’s (NATO) enforcement of
the no-fly zone in Bosnia-Herzegovina. I pro-
vided you with follow-on reports on October
13, 1993, February 17, 1994, and March 1,
1994. I am reporting today on the use of U.S.
combat-equipped aircraft on April 10–11 to pro-
vide protection for U.N. personnel who came
under attack in Gorazde, Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Since the adoption of United Nations Security
Council Resolution 713 on September 25, 1991,
the United Nations has actively sought solutions
to the conflict in the former Yugoslavia. Under
Security Council Resolution 824 (May 6, 1993),
certain parts of Bosnia-Herzegovina have been
established as ‘‘safe areas.’’ Gorazde is specifi-
cally included as a location that should be treat-
ed as a safe area ‘‘by all the parties concerned
and should be free from armed attacks and from
any other hostile acts.’’ In addition, Security
Council Resolutions 836 and 844 (June 4 and
18, 1993) authorize Member States, acting na-
tionally or through regional organizations, to use
air power in the safe areas to help protect the
United Nations Protection Forces
(UNPROFOR).

Recent heavy weapons (tank and artillery) fire
in the Gorazde area has resulted in a serious
threat to the citizens remaining in Gorazde and
to UNPROFOR and U.N. High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) personnel operating
there. On April 10, the city was subjected to
sustained Bosnian-Serb tank and artillery fire.
The UNPROFOR and UNHCR personnel in
Gorazde were placed in great danger. Based

on the threat to UNPROFOR, as reported by
U.N. observers in the city, the UNPROFOR
commander requested the U.N. Special Rep-
resentative for Bosnia-Herzegovina to authorize
close air support (CAS) strikes on the Bosnian-
Serb firing positions. The U.N. Special Rep-
resentative approved the request. Consistent
with approved procedures and rules of engage-
ment, two U.S. aircraft from NATO Allied Force
Southern Europe (AFSOUTH) engaged Bos-
nian-Serb targets after receiving targeting orders
from the Commander in Chief, AFSOUTH.

On April 11, 1994, U.N. personnel in Gorazde
requested NATO air support after again coming
under attack by Bosnian-Serb gunners. United
States F/A–18 aircraft from AFSOUTH were
successful in neutralizing Bosnian-Serb targets
that had been firing on the city.

There were no NATO or U.N. casualties as
a result of the operations on April 10 and 11,
1994.

It is my hope that the clear resolve of the
United Nations and NATO as shown by these
actions will encourage the parties to the conflict
in the former Yugoslavia to respect the decisions
of the Security Council concerning the protec-
tion of U.N. personnel and of the declared safe
areas. United States forces will continue to serve
as part of this important NATO enforcement
effort and will remain prepared to respond to
U.N. and NATO requests for further action
against those who violate these decisions.

These actions are being taken in Bosnia-
Herzegovina in conjunction with our allies to
implement the decision of the Security Council
and the North Atlantic Council and to assist
the parties to reach a negotiated settlement to
the conflict. It is not now possible to determine
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the duration of this operation. I have directed
the participation of U.S. Armed Forces in this
effort pursuant to my constitutional authority to
conduct U.S. foreign relations and as Com-
mander in Chief.

I am providing this report as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, consistent
with the War Powers Resolution. I remain grate-
ful for the continuing support the Congress has
provided and I look forward to continued co-
operation with you in this endeavor. I shall com-

municate with you further regarding our efforts
for peace and stability in the former Yugoslavia.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 13.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session With the American Society
of Newspaper Editors
April 13, 1994

The President. Thank you very much, Bill,
for the introduction. And thank you, ladies and
gentlemen, for the invitation to come by again.

I can’t help noting some satisfaction that the
president of this organization is not only the
editor of the Oregonian, which endorsed my
candidacy in 1992, the first time it ever en-
dorsed a Democrat for President—I hope they
haven’t had second thoughts—[laughter]—he
also spent the first 8 years of his life in Arkan-
sas, which didn’t seem to do him too much
harm.

I am delighted to be here. I want to make
a few remarks and then open the floor to ques-
tions. We probably have some things in com-
mon. Both of us battle from time to time with
reporters. [Laughter] And I recently did some
light editing on my mother’s autobiography, so
I appreciate the difficulty of editing things. It
was a little easier for me; my mother, when
she got very ill, I said, ‘‘What are we going
to do if you don’t finish your book?’’ She said,
‘‘You finish it, don’t touch anything I said about
you.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘Check the facts. Don’t let me
be too hard on the living.’’ So it was easier
for me than it was for you.

But let me say I’ve been thinking about it
a lot lately because it gave me a chance to
relive a period in American history that spanned
my mother’s life as well as my own, starting
in the Depression. In many ways, like
everybody’s family, her life was unique. But it
was in many ways like that of so many people
who grew up in the Depression and World War

II and exemplified and made possible the rise
of the American middle class. Most of those
people were obsessed with working hard and
taking care of their families and building a bet-
ter future for their children, and they never
doubted they could do it. There’s a reason, I
think, we ought to think about that today, and
that is that there are a lot of people who doubt
that we can continue to do it. Our mission at
this moment in history, I believe, is to ensure
the American dream for the next generation,
to bring the American people together, to move
our country forward, to make sure the middle
class grows and survives well into the 21st cen-
tury.

My mother’s generation knew what we are
learning, and that is that the preservation of
these kinds of dreams is not as simple as just
talking about it. She had to leave home after
she was widowed to further her education so
she could make a good living. And my earliest
memory as a child is of my grandmother taking
me to see my mother in New Orleans when
she was in school and then seeing her cry when
I left the train station as a little child.

But our generation is full of parental stories
about the sacrifices that were made for us so
that we could do better. And all of us in this
room have been exceedingly fortunate in that
regard. The generation that our parents were
a part of built the houses, the schools, educated
the children that built the explosion of American
energy and industry after the Second World
War.
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