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thony Lewis, New York Times; and Clarence
Page, Chicago Tribune. This interview was re-

leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on
April 22.

Statement on Naming the South African Election Observer Delegation
April 22, 1994

The world is elated at the prospect of these
elections. They are the next step in South Afri-
ca’s historic path from apartheid to nonracial
democracy. Americans have stood by South Afri-
cans in their struggle, and we will be steadfast
in our commitment to work with all South Afri-
cans to build the prosperous, stable, and just
society that can come in its place.

NOTE: This statement was included in a statement
by the Press Secretary announcing the following
members of the delegation to observe the elec-
tions on April 26–28:

Jesse Jackson, president, Rainbow Coalition,
head of delegation;

George Moose, Assistant Secretary of State
for African Affairs;

Charles Stith, president, National Organiza-
tion for New Equality;

Arthur Thomas, president, Central State
(Ohio) University;

Pauline Baker, Aspen Institute;
Dick J. Batchelor, chairman, Florida Environ-

mental Regulation Commission; and
Col. MacArthur DeShazer, Director for Afri-

can Affairs, National Security Council.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister
Andreas Papandreou of Greece
April 22, 1994

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, are you going to start

bombing, or are the allies going to start bombing
Gorazde very shortly as a result of the NATO
Council ultimatum?

The President. They’re meeting now. Let’s see
what they do, and I’ll have more to say about
it later.

Q. Do you want the NATO allies to allow
NATO to select the bombing targets and move
more independently of the U.N.? And do you
expect them to——

The President. We want to continue to work
with the U.N., but they’re working—our people
are there now, working on the arrangements.
So let’s see what comes out of the meeting
today, and we’ll—I’ll have comments about it
after they do.

Haiti
Q. Sir, I wonder if you could tell us why

the Haitian boat people are being allowed this
time, sir?

The President. Well, two reasons: First of all,
they were very close to the United States. The
whole purpose of the return policy was primarily
to deter people from risking their lives. Hun-
dreds of people have already drowned trying
to come here. These people were only 4 miles
from the shore. The second was that we had
evidence that the Haitians might have been sub-
ject to some abuse by the people who were
in control of the boat. And so for those reasons,
we thought the appropriate thing to do was to
bring them on in, which we did.

Q. Is this a change in the policy for the fu-
ture?

The President. No change in policy.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Q. President Clinton. Mr. President, are you

going to discuss the problem with Greece and
Skopje and the measures that Greece has got
against Skopje?



755

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Apr. 22

The President. Absolutely.
Q. What do you believe about these meas-

ures?
The President. What I think is that we have

Mr. Nimetz over there and Mr. Vance. We’re
trying to help work it out. I think that it’s very
much in the interest of Greece and Europe
and the world community for the matters to
be worked out between the two countries, and
I think they can be.

Q. How committed are you to delaying the
process until Greece’s concerns are satisfied, sir?

The President. I think it’s obvious that we’ve
shown a real concern for Greece’s concerns.
That’s one of the main reasons I sent a special
envoy over there, and we’re trying to work
through it. We’ll discuss that today. We just
started out—we haven’t even had our discus-
sions yet.

Q. There’s been some criticism that the U.S.
side has not exercised enough of its good—[in-
audible]—to Skopje and to come up with a solu-
tion.

The President. We’re working hard on that
now, and we’ll continue to. I think there will
have to be some changes from the point of
view of Skopje.

Q. Are you going to visit Greece, sir?
The President. Oh, I’d love to do that. I’ve

never been there.

Cyprus
Q. What about Cyprus?
The President. We’re working hard on Cyprus,

and I think—I hope there will be some move-
ment from the Turkish side on Cyprus in the
next couple of days with regard to the con-
fidence-building measures. I think that the ball
has been sort of in Mr. Denktash’s court, and
I hope he will take it up. And then I hope
that Greece and all others will support pushing
forward. I have worked hard to resolve this since
I’ve been in office, and I will continue to stay
on it. More later.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:45 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Matthew Nimetz, U.S.
Special Envoy to the United Nations to resolve
the conflict between Greece and Macedonia;
Cyrus Vance, United Nations Special Envoy to the
Former Yugoslavia; and Rauf Denktash, Turkish
Cypriot leader. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister
Andreas Papandreou of Greece
April 22, 1994

Bosnia
The President. Good afternoon, ladies and

gentlemen. Before I comment on my meeting
with Prime Minister Papandreou, I would like
to make a brief statement about developments
with regard to Bosnia today.

About 2 hours ago in Brussels, NATO’s North
Atlantic Council reached agreement on new
steps to address the crisis in Gorazde and to
promote a negotiated settlement in Bosnia.

As NATO Secretary General Manfred
Woerner just announced, the North Atlantic
Council decided that continuing Bosnian Serb
attacks against Gorazde justify firm action.
Therefore, the North Atlantic Council decided
that the commander in chief of NATO’s South-
ern Command, United States Admiral Leighton
Smith, is authorized to conduct air strikes

against Serb heavy weapons and other military
targets in the vicinity of Gorazde unless three
conditions are met: First, unless the Bosnian
Serbs immediately cease their attacks against
Gorazde; second, unless by 8 p.m. eastern day-
light time tomorrow evening, the Bosnian Serbs
pull back their forces at least 3 kilometers from
the city’s center; and third, unless by 8 p.m.
tomorrow evening, the Bosnian Serbs allow
United Nations forces, humanitarian relief con-
voys, and medical assistance teams freely to
enter Gorazde and to permit medical evacu-
ations.

This decision provides NATO forces with
broader authority to respond to Bosnian Serb
attacks. The Bosnian Serbs should not doubt
NATO’s willingness to act.
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