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only country in the world that can’t figure out
how to fix that. I believe we can.

So I ask you, please, while you’re here and
when you go home, tell your Members of Con-
gress, it’s a new day in America. We’re changing
things. We’re facing our problems. We’re seizing
our opportunities. And you’ll stick with them
if they have the courage to make the tough
decisions: health security for all and a crime
bill that really gives us a chance to lower the
crime rate and make the American people safe
again.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:17 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly
of Washington, DC; Mayor Henry Espy of Clarks-
dale, MS; Carroll Willis, senior adviser to the
chairman of the Democratic National Committee;
Loretta Avent, Special Assistant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs; and Nelson
Mandela, president, African National Congress.

Interview With Larry King
April 28, 1994

Virginia Kelley
Mr. King. We’re with Dick Kelley and James

Morgan. And joining us now by phone from
Washington is the son of Virginia Kelley, the
President of the United States, Bill Clinton.

Are you there, Mr. President?
The President. Hi, Larry.
Mr. King. How are you?
The President. I’ll tell you what, are those

two guys telling you the truth tonight?
Mr. King. They are telling the truth——
Dick Kelley. You know if I didn’t, I’d really

get hell from you. [Laughter]
Mr. King. Have you read the full book, Mr.

President?
The President. I have read it. I read it twice,

as a matter of fact.
Mr. King. And?
The President. I think she did a terrific job.

I want to thank Jim for all the work he did
on it. And after Mother died, I had to do a
little work just checking some of the facts, but
I was amazed at how candid and forthright she
was. And she turned out to be a right good
storyteller. It’s a terrific book. I think a lot of
folks will really enjoy reading it, and we’ll see
a portrait of a remarkable person during an im-
portant time in our country’s life. I was really
proud of her for doing it.

Mr. King. Last time we were together, we
spoke about your loss. Wasn’t it difficult to read
it?

The President. It was. Or the first time, before
it was actually published in book form, it kind

of helped me deal with the loss. But I tell
you, it still makes me a little sad. Last week
when I finished reading it the second time, I
found myself fighting back the tears a little bit,
but that’s one of the things that makes the book
so wonderful. I’ve even had total strangers come
up to me and say that they cried when they
read it, too.

James Morgan. The lawyer at Simon and
Schuster, who’s going over the legal checking
with me, told me that she cried. And I figured
if you can make a New Yorker cry, it’s some
book.

Mr. King. What was her most, Mr. President,
remarkable aspect to you?

The President. I think her resilience. You
know, she was just a person driven by love and
loyalty and an incredible desire to keep living.
And she couldn’t be beaten down. I mean, she
was widowed three times. When Dick asked her
to marry him, she reminded him that she’d been
widowed three times and asked him if he had
considered odds of what he was trying to get
into.

But no matter what happened to her, she
just bounced back. And I think that’s probably
the most important lesson she imparted to me
and to my brother, just don’t give up.

Mr. King. They’ve discussed the difficulty of
when Roger had his troubles and how she held
up during that time, during your only defeat,
how she held up during that time. Was she
a strength source, was she a place—most people
figure their mothers as a safe place to go.
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The President. Well, I think she really plainly
was not only a safe place to go, but she really
did always convince us that we could do better
tomorrow. When I lost that race in 1980, I
had the distinguished record of being at that
time the youngest former Governor in the his-
tory of the entire United States. I was out of
a job; I didn’t know where my next nickel was
coming from. And within 3 or 4 days she de-
cided that I could be reelected Governor. And
when my brother had his drug problem, it was
awful for her, much tougher, of course, than
any election loss. And she, as she says in the
book, had a lot to learn about drug addiction,
about what those of us who were in the same
family had done by not confronting my brother.
And she finally came to understand, as Dick
said earlier, that getting arrested and actually
being forced to go to prison may well have
saved my brother’s life. And he’s come back;
he’s made a good life; he’s made a wonderful
marriage; he’s about to become a father. And
I think a lot of that happened because my moth-
er never quit believing in him and was brave
enough to face the truth about what happened
and then, at her age, was willing to learn what-
ever it took to learn to help get him over it
and working him through it and do her part.

Mr. King. And she sure would have had a
good time touring for this book, wouldn’t she?

The President. Yes. I was thinking about that
today. This thing would be a stomp-down best-
seller if she’d lived, because she’d have had so
much fun promoting it. She had a good time
doing everything she did. She learned to be
a politician rather late in life. You know, before
I got in politics, she voted, but that was about
it. And then by the time I’d been through a
campaign or two, she was the best organized
person I knew. She had 300 to 400 names on
a file card in our hometown, and all the local
politicians were half afraid of her. She just got
into things, and her enthusiasm took over. I
really regret that she’s not stomping around the
country selling this book and not on your pro-
gram and not answering questions.

Mr. King. Do you remember the night when
you were running for office and you and Al
Gore were on, and she called in from Vegas?

The President. Yes, I do.
Mr. King. You asked her, ‘‘Where are you?’’

‘‘Vegas.’’
The President. Where she belonged. She loved

Las Vegas, and she loved those race tracks.

Richard Nixon’s Funeral
Mr. King. I know. One other thing, Mr. Presi-

dent. Everyone is complimenting you today on
the eloquence yesterday at another tragic day
in the lives of all Americans, the death of a
President. Was that a difficult moment for you?
Funerals are never easy. Was that particularly
difficult?

The President. It was in some sense because,
you know, the other people who were speaking,
Secretary Kissinger and Senator Dole and Gov-
ernor Wilson, they’d all played an important role
in President Nixon’s life. They’d been a part
of his successes; they’d been part of his difficult
times. And funerals are really a time for family
and friends. But he was, after all, the President
of this country. I am now—and it was an appro-
priate thing, I think, for me to do my best
at his funeral. And I was deeply honored that
his family asked me to speak. And it was dif-
ficult, but I hope I did right by him. I’m very
grateful to him for the incredibly wise counsel
he gave me in the last 16 months. And frankly,
just today I had a problem, and I said to the
person who was working with me, ‘‘I wish I
could pick up the phone and call Richard Nixon
and ask him what he thinks we ought to do
about this.’’

Virginia Kelley
Mr. King. I bet there are times you wish

you could call Virginia Kelley, too.
The President. Amazing number of times.

When I came in from the trip I took to Europe
and to Russia, right after she died, it was a
Sunday evening, and almost without thinking I
went right into the kitchen and got halfway to
the phone before I realized that I couldn’t call
her on Sunday night. That’s when I used to
call and check in with Mother and Dick, see
how they were doing. And it was almost like
a shock. And a lot of people who lose a mother
or a father or a husband or a wife will tell
you that they find themselves almost talking out
loud. I do that a lot. Just looking at your films
here of Mother mean a lot to me.

Mr. King. Thanks, Mr. President. Thanks for
joining us.

The President. You guys have a good night.
Thanks again, Jim, for all the wonderful work
you did on this book. And tell the truth, Dick.
[Laughter]
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NOTE: The telephone interview began at 9:20
p.m. The President spoke from the Residence at
the White House. In his remarks, he referred to

Dick Kelley, his mother’s husband, and James
Morgan, coauthor of her autobiography, ‘‘Leading
With My Heart.’’

Nomination for a Member of the Federal Labor Relations Authority
April 28, 1994

The President today announced his intent to
nominate Phyllis N. Segal as a member of the
Federal Labor Relations Authority.

‘‘Phyllis Segal is uniquely qualified to fill this
important role at the Federal Labor Relations
Authority,’’ the President said. ‘‘She has a keen
understanding of the issues facing the organiza-

tion and Federal labor management relations.
Her varied background will be an asset at the
Authority.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks to Native American and Native Alaskan Tribal Leaders
April 29, 1994

The President. Thank you very, very much.
Chief Wilma Mankiller and to all the other dis-
tinguished leaders here today, let me first wel-
come you here on behalf of the First Lady and
Vice President and Mrs. Gore. All of us are
honored by your presence. I also wanted to es-
pecially thank those who have spoken and par-
ticipated to this point and those who will partici-
pate in the remainder of this program. I have
listened carefully and learned a lot.

This is, as all of you know, a time of great
challenge and transition for our beloved country
and for the world. As I travel across this country
and talk to the people about the problems that
all Americans share, whether it’s crime or health
care or the economy, I find a concern that goes
deeper even in these specific matters.

There is a great yearning in this Nation for
people to be able to reestablish a sense of com-
munity, a sense of oneness, a sense of coopera-
tion, of shared values and spirit. Americans are
searching for the chance to come together in
friendship, instead of coming apart in anger and
distrust. There is a yearning for us to be able
to live together so that all of us can live up
to our God-given potential and be respected
for who and what we are.

It is in that spirit and with great humility
I say to the leaders of the first Americans, the

American Indian and Alaska Natives, welcome
to the White House. Welcome home.

So much of who we are today comes from
who you have been for a long time. Long before
others came to these shores there were powerful
and sophisticated cultures and societies here:
yours. Because of your ancestors, democracy ex-
isted here long before the Constitution was
drafted and ratified.

Just last week, people all around the world
celebrated the 24th annual Earth Day. Yet for
thousands of years, you have held nature in awe,
celebrating the bond between Earth and the
Creator. You have reminded people that all of
us should make decisions not just for our chil-
dren and their grandchildren but for generation
upon generation yet to come.

I believe in your rich heritage and in our
common heritage. What you have done to retain
your identity, your dignity, and your faith in
the face of often immeasurable obstacles is pro-
foundly moving, an example of the enduring
strength of the human spirit.

We desperately need this lesson now. We
must keep faith with you and with that spirit
and with the common heritage so many of us
cherish. That is what you came to talk to me
about and what I would like to respond to today.
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