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May 3 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

Exchange With Reporters on Haiti
May 3, 1994

Q. Mr. President, are you going to send mili-
tary advisers to Haiti? What is our Haiti policy,
and are you thinking about military action or
advisers or trainers, sir?

The President. Right now, what we’re doing
is to put in place a stiffer sanctions policy, con-
sistent with what President Aristide has been
asking for some months now. And we want to
have a better enforcement of the sanctions we
have as well as the stiffer sanctions. And I don’t
think it’s useful to rule out any option, and
I’m not ruling out any option.

But to use a phrase the Vice President made
famous in 1992, ‘‘It’s time for them to go.’’
I mean, the military leaders of Haiti have
abused their authority. They have begun to

clearly kill more innocent civilians, people not
even directly involved in the political life of the
country.

I think the United States and the world is
outraged by it. And we’ve tried other initiatives,
and they have not worked. We have done our
best to work through this, and the things we
have done have not worked. So we’re now doing
this sanctions regime, as recommended by Presi-
dent Aristide and others, but we’re not ruling
out anything.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:15 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to the
President’s departure for Atlanta, GA.

Remarks to the Community in Atlanta, Georgia
May 3, 1994

Thank you so much. Thank you for being
here and in such large numbers and with such
enthusiasm. Thank you, Mayor, for that wonder-
ful introduction. Thank you, Governor and Mrs.
Miller and Secretary of State Cleland, Commis-
sioner, Congressman Lewis, Congresswoman
McKinney, and ladies and gentlemen. Thank the
Wings of Faith Choir and the Morehouse Col-
lege Glee Club and all those who sang for us,
thank you.

It is good to be back in Georgia and Atlanta
again. I went running the other day with a num-
ber of members of the United States Olympic
Team for the Winter Olympics. My wife and
daughter represented us there in Lillehammer,
and I could at least keep up with the winter
Olympians. I don’t think I can keep up with
the summer Olympians, but I’ll be here in 1996
to cheer them on along with you.

I want to thank all of you who came here
with these ‘‘America Back On Track’’ signs. You
know, I ran for President because I thought
our country was not on the right track; because
I was worried about my daughter growing up
to be part of the first generation of Americans
that did not do better than their parents; be-

cause I thought our country was being too di-
vided by party, by race, by region, with argu-
ments about what was right or left or liberal
or conservative, obscuring the truth, the facts,
and a way to the future.

Frankly, there is still a lot of that in our
politics and too much of that in Washington,
where people scream at each other across the
divide and try to confuse you folks out here
in the country with negative images and useless
rhetoric. But there are some things that do not
change. In the end, we will all be judged on
whether we have done what is right to bring
this country together and to move this country
forward, to make it possible for every man and
woman, every boy and girl to live to the fullest
of their God-given capacities. That is our com-
mon obligation and our great opportunity. And
I am doing my best to seize it for you as Presi-
dent of the United States.

I asked the United States Congress last year
to pass an economic plan that would bring the
deficit down and drive investment up, that
would drive interest rates down, keep inflation
down, create jobs, and move this country for-
ward. And the Congress did it in the face of
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