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to all who knew them. Both would probably
feel a bit uncomfortable about being the center
of so much attention. We were just doing our
job, they would probably say, a job they loved
and a job they had plainly mastered.

Of course, there is little we can do to ease
the pain, the sense of loss that their loved ones
feel. We know they will live in the memories
of those whose lives they touched. We pray that
their families will find strength in their faiths
during this time and in the times to come. But
we can also draw comfort from the words of
the pilot they saved, Chief Warrant Officer Mi-
chael Durant. ‘‘Without a doubt,’’ he says, ‘‘I
owe my life to these two men and their brav-
ery.’’

Sergeants Gordon and Shughart died on Octo-
ber 3d for a noble and important cause, to give
Durant and others a chance to live. They were
part of a larger mission, a difficult one, that
saved hundreds of thousands of innocent Soma-
lis from starvation and gave that nation a chance
to build its own future.

Only America could assume and accomplish
such a mission. It is a part of who we are
as a people, what we are as a nation, why we
are trusted and respected around the globe. And

that, too, is a part of our national security. As
I said when I welcomed home members of the
10th Mountain Division at Fort Drum, if there
are any debates still to be had about our mission
in Somalia, let people have those debates where
they belong, with the President and the policy-
makers. But let there be no debate about the
professionalism and the valor of those who
served there and the valor of those who died
there. We are proud of what they did. We honor
them. We thank them.

On the wall of the Special Forces Memorial
Court at Ft. Bragg, the words of the prophet
Isaiah are etched in stone: ‘‘I heard the voice
of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?’ ’’ Master Sergeant Gary Gor-
don and Sergeant First Class Randall Shughart
answered that call.

Today, we inscribe their lives and their deeds
in the distinguished and valorous history of this
country’s men and women in uniform. We pray
that God will embrace their souls. And may
their service and sacrifice inspire generations to
come.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House.
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The President. Let me say, it’s a great honor
for me to have the President of Senegal here
and to thank him publicly for the leadership
that his country has shown in promoting democ-
racy and economic market reforms and many
activities of the United Nations designed to save
lives. I am very grateful for that, and I look
forward to this meeting. We’ve never had an
opportunity to talk before, but our two nations
have had very close and good relationships, and
I think we’ll continue them.

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us something
about your remarks this afternoon?

The President. Well, I’ll just do the best I
can to try to speak on behalf of the Nation
a word of gratitude and appreciation and fare-
well and perhaps a few personal remarks as well.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:31 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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