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Aug. 2 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

Statement on Senate Action on Health Care Reform Legislation
August 2, 1994

The bill unveiled by Senator Mitchell achieves
what the American people want, health coverage
that can never be taken away. The bill provides
health security for hard-working middle class
Americans who deserve nothing less. And it
places a high priority on covering the Nation’s
precious resource, our children. I applaud the
majority leader and the Members of the Senate
who have been working diligently to bring a
bill to the floor that works for ordinary Ameri-
cans.

The Senate bill provides for universal cov-
erage, enables Americans to keep their current
insurance and their doctor, maintains quality
health care, and provides greater opportunity to
keep health coverage affordable. It builds on
the current system of shared responsibility which
we already know works.

We have made tremendous progress. The
Senate and House are poised to vote for legisla-
tion that covers every American for the first

time in our Nation’s history. We have come
this far, and we must not turn back now. If
Congress fails to achieve universal coverage, if
hard-working middle class Americans are left out
in the cold, and if costs are not controlled, that’s
simply unacceptable.

The House and Senate will soon begin this
debate, a debate that will engage every Amer-
ican family concerned about their health secu-
rity. While differences in the House and Senate
bills will be worked out as the legislative process
moves forward, achieving universal coverage re-
mains the critical goal. During the course of
this historic floor debate, there will be those
who say that reaching universal coverage is not
necessary. To those people I say: Let the debate
begin. Those of us who are fighting for universal
coverage are fighting for middle class Ameri-
cans. This is a debate that we must win and
that we will win.

Statement on the Resignation of Deputy Assistant to the President and
Director of Media Affairs Jeff Eller
August 2, 1994

From the earliest days of my campaign for
President through our first year and a half in
the White House, Jeff has served with dedica-
tion and uncompromising loyalty. He played a
vital role in redefining the technological means

used to communicate my policies and programs,
and I will miss his service and counsel.

NOTE: This statement was included in a statement
by the Press Secretary announcing that Mr. Eller
would be leaving the administration in September.

Appointment of Interim National AIDS Policy Coordinator
August 2, 1994

The President today appointed Patricia S.
Fleming to serve as interim National AIDS Pol-
icy Coordinator.

Ms. Fleming, currently special assistant to
Health and Human Services Secretary Donna
E. Shalala, will serve until a permanent coordi-
nator takes office.

‘‘This administration has made significant
strides in the fight against this terrible epidemic.
We’ve increased our budgets for AIDS research,
treatment, and prevention and have fought hard
to provide health insurance for all Americans,
regardless of preexisting conditions. Patsy
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