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ican people always would have a personal stake
in overcoming the status quo when the need
was great enough. That is something we should
all remember as we go into the next few weeks,
as we delay the August recess, as we struggle
to come to grips with the challenges of this
age, the challenge of crime, the challenge of
health care.

These kinds of changes are difficult, but they
always have been. In 1935, even Social Security
as we know it nearly died in a congressional
committee, as Senators considered stripping
away the old-age pension. Congress almost left
town with this and other critical work unfin-
ished. But they found the grit to work on
through the summer of 1935, when they didn’t
have as much air-conditioning as we have today.
And they accomplished so much in that period
now known as the Second Hundred Days. Presi-

dent Roosevelt said then that that session of
Congress would be regarded as historic for all
time.

What we do here today maintains that historic
commitment. If we keep focus on the work we
are sent here to do, what we do here today
can be but the precursor of things that we also
can do to benefit the American people that will
be historic for all time.

Now I’d like to ask the folks here to join
me as I sign this bill. In the beginning, I will
for a letter or two at least, use the pen that
President Roosevelt used 59 years ago yesterday.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. H.R. 4277, ap-
proved August 15, was assigned Public Law No.
103–296.

Statement on Signing the Social Security Independence and Program
Improvements Act of 1994
August 15, 1994

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
4277, the ‘‘Social Security Independence and
Program Improvements Act of 1994.’’ Fifty-nine
years ago, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
signed the original Social Security Act, creating
one of the most important and successful Gov-
ernment programs of all times. With the enact-
ment of H.R. 4277, we are beginning a new
chapter in the history of the Social Security pro-
gram, one which recognizes the program’s im-
portance by elevating the stature of the agency
responsible for its administration. Once com-
bined with a genuine reform of our health care
system, we will have fulfilled the vision of the
original architects of the Social Security system
to provide Americans protection against the vi-
cissitudes of old age and ill health.

Establishing the Social Security Administra-
tion as an independent agency within the execu-
tive branch reflects my commitment to maintain
the confidence of all Americans in the Social
Security program. I sincerely hope that it will
reassure those currently paying into the system
that they too will receive benefits when they
retire. For nearly 60 years, the Social Security

Administration has done an admirable job of
carrying out its principal mandate: ensuring that
Americans receive the Social Security benefits
to which they are entitled. The agency’s new
status recognizes and strengthens our commit-
ment to this tradition of public service.

As I have stated many times, my Administra-
tion is committed to ‘‘putting people first.’’ Con-
sistent with this philosophy, I issued Executive
Order 12862 directing public officials to ‘‘em-
bark upon a revolution within the Federal Gov-
ernment . . . to provide service to the public
that matches or exceeds the best service avail-
able in the private sector.’’ Establishing an inde-
pendent Social Security Administration will en-
hance its ability to meet this goal and provide
‘‘world class service’’ to all Americans.

I also want to highlight that H.R. 4277 in-
cludes important provisions designed to
strengthen the integrity of the disability pro-
grams administered by the Social Security Ad-
ministration. For example, recipients disabled
due to substance abuse will now only receive
benefits for a limited time (generally 36
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months). These recipients must also undergo ap-
propriate, available treatment.

Finally, I must note that, in the opinion of
the Department of Justice, the provision that
the President can remove the single Commis-
sioner only for neglect of duty or malfeasance
in office raises a significant constitutional ques-
tion. I am prepared to work with the Congress
on a corrective amendment that would resolve
this constitutional question so as to eliminate
the risk of litigation.

Again, I am pleased to approve H.R. 4277
and to reaffirm my commitment to carrying out
the Social Security program for the benefit of
our Nation’s citizens.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
August 15, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 4277, approved August 15, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–296.

Remarks on Anticrime Legislation
August 15, 1994

Thank you. Thank you very much, Marc, Jan-
ice, Steve, and Dewey, and to all the rest of
you who are here. We have just heard from
the real American interests in the crime bill.

Last week, the House of Representatives
walked away from Polly Klaas and Jody Sposato
and James Darby and all the law enforcement
officials in this country who have worked so
very hard for this crime bill. When you walk
away from our police officers and from our kids,
from our hard-working citizens with their fu-
tures before them or our senior citizens who
have given their lives to make this a better coun-
try, and you do it on a procedural trick so you
can still go back home and pretend that you
didn’t vote against the crime bill and you would
even have voted for it had it only come to
a vote, there’s something wrong with the Amer-
ican system of Government. And it finds its way
into the lives of people that are still around.
Polly’s sister, Annie, told me she’s still afraid
of being kidnapped, so she’s built an elaborate
alarm system in her room with ropes and bells.
There’s something wrong when James Darby
and his classmates who are still living were so
afraid of violence that they had to participate
in a special program to help them cope with
it. And the worst part of their fears is that
there’s truth behind them.

Yes, this is the greatest country in the world
and the longest lasting democracy in the world.
And none of us would live anywhere else for
anything. But we have to face the fact that we
have the highest murder rate in the world and
that our children are more at risk here than

they would be in most other countries and all
other advanced countries because we have sim-
ply failed to act with the discipline and deter-
mination necessary to preserve democracy’s most
fundamental obligation, the maintenance of law
and order, without which freedom and progress
cannot proceed.

The crime bill makes ‘‘three strikes and you’re
out’’ the law of the land, puts 100,000 police
on the street, builds more prisons to lock up
serious offenders, takes handguns away from ju-
veniles and bans assault weapons and provides
investments and prevention to give our kids a
better start in life, deals more sensibly with the
terrible scourge of drugs that are responsible
for so many of the crimes we have. These are
things which ought to be done.

How can the House explain to Marc Klaas
why the law that might have saved his daughter’s
life, had it been enacted years ago, couldn’t
come up for a vote? How could a politician
go to a little child like Meghan Sposato and
explain that, well, they just couldn’t figure out
a way to bring to a vote a law that would have
taken the deadly weapon that killed her mother
out of the hands of a deranged person? And
how could a Member of Congress explain to
James Darby’s mother why they won’t put police
on the street who might have allowed little
James to complete his last walk home?

If Washington had acted 6 years ago, some
of these lives might have been saved. If Wash-
ington will act this week, a whole lot of lives
can still be saved.
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