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ing for freedom and relief. And unless we act,
there will be more.

I hope you also know that we have bent over
backwards now for 3 years to avoid this con-
frontation. We have sought a peaceful solution,
repeatedly. Last year we made an agreement
here in the United States; the dictator, General
Cédras, came here and signed an agreement
in which he promised to leave power in return
for a spirit of a reconciliation and humanity,
putting the country back together. And then
when the day came to keep the deal, he broke
it, turned the United Nations away, and now
they’re even refusing to talk to representatives
of the United Nations.

Well, here in our neighborhood, that level
of human rights abuse, the loss of democracy
through robbery, the continued threat of the
instability of immigration, and breaking your
word to the United States, United Nations, and
all your neighbors, those things are things which
cannot stand.

I also want to say, as all of you know, our
military is as good as it’s ever been, perhaps
better than it’s ever been. It’s more united,
more flexible, more modern, and yet more
skilled in the old-fashioned virtues and abilities
perhaps than ever before. Our leaders have pre-
pared well for this moment, while hoping that

it would not be necessary. But as all of you
know, as well as any American, there is no such
thing as a risk-free journey in this area.

We have done everything we can to be delib-
erate and fair. Even at this hour, just a few
minutes ago, we had all the members of our
coalition, including the Prime Ministers of sev-
eral of the Caribbean countries, into the White
House. President Aristide made a speech in
which he said, ‘‘No violence, reconciliation. Let’s
don’t do this; let’s don’t take retribution on each
other anymore.’’ This is a right cause, with a
country that is near, in our own neighborhood,
where the mission is plain and limited and
achievable.

And I just want to say to all of you that
I honor your contributions, and I know you
honor the contributions of all those young men
and women in uniform who now are able to
achieve their God-given abilities in the service
of their country without regard to their race
because of what you did.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:59 p.m. at the
Longworth House Office Building. The National
POW/MIA Recognition Day proclamation of Sep-
tember 14 is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Memorandum on the Federal Plan To Break the Cycle of Homelessness
September 16, 1994

Memorandum for the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development

Subject: Federal Plan to Break the Cycle of
Homelessness

The Federal Plan to Break the Cycle of
Homelessness is a pathbreaking document. The
Federal Plan sets forth a comprehensive strategy
to create a continuum of care system, consoli-
date duplicative programs, and more com-
prehensively address the needs of homeless fam-
ilies and individuals by doubling the Housing
and Urban Development’s homeless budget.

In short, the Federal Plan is a vital first step
in addressing one of my top priorities as Presi-
dent. Because of our deep commitment to end-
ing homelessness and the importance of this

issue to America, I hereby direct you to work
towards building and solidifying support across
this Nation for the Federal Plan. Our citizens
must understand the principles of the Federal
Plan. They must be convinced of the importance
of our proposed legislation to reorganize HUD’s
homeless programs, and they must be persuaded
of the critical importance of doubling HUD’s
homeless budget. Most of all, they must under-
stand our eagerness to work in partnership with
local governments, not-for-profit providers, ad-
vocates, and others to create a comprehensive
continuum of care in all our cities and towns.

I am counting on you and the Department
to help create the support that the Federal Plan
to Break the Cycle of Homelessness deserves.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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