
1724

Oct. 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

working, grassroots farmers, whether they’re Re-
publicans or Democrats or independents.

And when I came here, out of a rural back-
ground, out of a farming background, that’s what
I desperately wanted to do for the agricultural
community. And so when I pick another Agri-
culture Secretary, that is a standard that Mike

Espy set that must be met for the next Agri-
culture Secretary.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 73d news conference
began at 2 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House.

The President’s Radio Address With President Nelson Mandela of
South Africa
October 8, 1994

President Clinton. Good morning. This week
I’m honored to be joined by President Nelson
Mandela of South Africa, a man who has been
a hero for people in every corner of the world.
For a long time, the name ‘‘Nelson Mandela’’
has stood for the quest for freedom. His spirit
never bent before the injustice of his 27 years
of imprisonment. Apartheid could not silence
him. And when he was freed, Americans all
across this country who had fought for justice
in South Africa rejoiced.

After his long struggle, Nelson Mandela found
in himself the strength to reach out to others,
to build up instead of tear down. He led his
country forward, always choosing reconciliation
over division. This is the miracle of the new
South Africa. Time and again, President
Mandela showed real wisdom and rose above
bitterness. President Mandela and the South Af-
rican people, both black and white, have in-
spired others around the world.

In our own hemisphere today, the people of
Haiti are emerging out of fear into freedom.
Now Haitians have the chance to do what South
Africans have done, to bring together a country
where there have been deep and bloody divi-
sions. It can be done, and the United States
stands ready to help.

We must do all we can to help civil societies
free themselves from the shackles of repression,
to sustain their fragile democracies, and to de-
feat the forces of destruction that threaten all
of us. That’s why America stands with Nelson
Mandela and the South African people through
economic assistance, through trade and invest-
ment to help them to build the thriving democ-
racy they so richly deserve, and why we’re work-

ing to help the Haitian people stand up and
reclaim their freedom and their future, too.

Now I’d like to ask President Mandela to
speak with you.

[At this point, President Mandela discussed his
visit to the United States and thanked the Amer-
ican people for their friendship.]

President Clinton. Thank you, Mr. President.
This week I pledged to President Mandela that
the United States will continue to support his
nation just as we have since before his election.
And I want to encourage all of our citizens
and especially our businesses to accept the
President’s invitation to invest, to build in his
country, to visit his country. A flourishing South
Africa involved in the rest of the world is in
our interest.

President Mandela was right the other day
when he called the transformation of his country
an achievement of all humanity. The kind of
peaceful development we’re seeing in South Af-
rica will inspire progress all around the world.
Now South Africa is a model for building the
open, tolerant societies that share our values.
And when we look around the world at the
stirring changes in Russia, the moving develop-
ments in Northern Ireland, the stunning
achievements of the peace initiatives in the Mid-
dle East, we see the prospects for democracy
and peace growing. Our mission is to build a
new world for our children, more democratic,
more prosperous, more free of ancient hatreds
and modern means of destruction. This is no
easy task. But more nations than ever are choos-
ing democracy, and more are embracing the val-
ues of tolerance that allow each of us to make
the most of our God-given potential. Freedom
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is on the march, and that is good news for
all of us.

Once again, let me thank the symbol of free-
dom for the world, President Mandela, for vis-
iting us here in the United States. And thank
you all for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:53 p.m. on
October 7 in the East Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 8.

Remarks on Iraq
October 8, 1994

Before I leave today I just wanted to say
one thing. I have been briefed by the National
Security Adviser on the situation in Iraq. We
have discussed the measures I have ordered to
deal with the situation. And I want to make
it clear one more time, it would be a grave
error for Iraq to repeat the mistakes of the

past or to misjudge either American will or
American power.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to his de-
parture for Camp David, MD.

Statement on California Desert Legislation
October 8, 1994

Today’s passage of the California desert bill
is a clear-cut victory for the people of California
and everyone across America who cares about
this Nation’s great natural heritage. We all owe
a debt of gratitude to Senator Dianne Feinstein
for her tireless efforts to bring together a bipar-

tisan coalition in Congress that ensured its pas-
sage.

The passage of this important environmental
legislation is a testament to Dianne Feinstein’s
skillful leadership, perseverance, and determina-
tion to do the right thing for the people of
California.

Address to the Nation on Iraq
October 10, 1994

Good evening. Tonight I want to speak with
you about the actions we are taking to preserve
stability in the Persian Gulf in the face of Sad-
dam Hussein’s provocative actions. But first, let
me take just a minute to report to you on to-
day’s events in Haiti.

Three weeks ago today, our troops entered
Haiti. They went there to keep America’s and
the world community’s commitment to restore
the democratically elected government to power
by October 15th. Today Lieutenant General
Cédras and Brigadier General Biamby, the two

remaining coup leaders, have resigned. They
have said they will leave Haiti shortly. I am
pleased to announce that President Aristide will
return home to resume his rightful place this
Saturday, October 15th.

I want to express again my pride in what
our men and women in uniform have done in
Haiti and how well they have measured up to
their difficult mission. In just 3 weeks, the level
of violence is down, the Parliament is back, refu-
gees are returning from Guantanamo. And now
the military leaders are leaving.
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