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Statement on United Nations Security Council Action on Iraq
October 15, 1994

I am very pleased with the strong action just
taken by the U.N. Security Council on Iraq.
UNSC Resolution 949, passed unanimously this
evening, condemns the Iraqi effort at intimida-
tion of its neighbors. It expresses the clear will
of the international community that such threats
are unacceptable. It demands that Iraq withdraw
its troops to their original positions and requires
Iraq not to redeploy these forces to the south
or take other action to enhance its military capa-
bility in southern Iraq.

The Security Council has made clear that it
will not permit Iraq to use its military to threat-
en its neighbors or U.N. operations in Iraq. This
resolution underscores the unanimous backing
of the Security Council and the broad support
of the international community for our demand
that Iraq take steps that would prevent it from
threatening its neighbors now or in the future.
This is an important step in our efforts to end
the current crisis in a way that prevents such
crises from recurring.

Remarks to the National Medical Association
October 15, 1994

The President. Good evening, ladies and gen-
tlemen.

Karen Mouton. Good evening, Mr. President.
The President. It’s nice to hear your voice,

and I appreciate what Dr. Walton said. I’m sorry
I’m not with you tonight. I know that this
evening marks the beginning of a very special
year in recognizing the 100th anniversary of the
National Medical Association and its contribu-
tion to the health of our Nation.

I’m certainly impressed with the star-studded
cast for this evening’s program, and I want to
give my own salute to the physician honorees,
whose accomplishments touch on every area of
the medical profession. And of course, I want
to say I am especially pleased to note that our
own Surgeon General, Dr. Joycelyn Elders, is
one of your honorees. I thank you for that.

I also want to thank the National Medical
Association for the key role you’ve played during
the past 20 months in our joint effort to seek
health care reform. Dr. Tracy Walton and Dr.
Leonard Lawrence, your president and imme-
diate past president, were especially effective
during the health care debate. And I don’t want
you to be too discouraged that legislation didn’t
pass. After all, this was the first time in the
history of the United States that comprehensive
health care legislation made it to the floor of
both Houses of Congress. And the problem is
not going away. We now know from the census

report that over a million Americans lost their
health insurance just last year. There are still
challenges that have to be met, and in the end,
the spirit, the leadership, the guidance of the
National Medical Association is going to be re-
warded with comprehensive health care for all
Americans.

If you won’t give up, I won’t; we’ll keep work-
ing. The First Lady is here with me, and we
want to tell you that we’re proud of you, we’re
grateful to you, and we want to keep working
for health care reform.

Let me also thank you for supporting a lot
of our other initiatives, for helping us pass the
crime bill, which in itself was a public health
bill to reduce violence and crime and drug ad-
diction among our people, especially our young
people; for your support of the economic pro-
gram to bring the deficit down and get the
economy going again. It’s produced over 41⁄2
million new jobs in the last 20 months. But
most of all, I want to thank you for your part-
nership. We’re going to keep working together.
We’re going to keep making progress together.
We’re going to keep moving America forward
together.

You know this health care reform issue is
literally a matter of life and death for many
African-Americans, because of the higher rate
of preventable diseases and the great at-risk na-
ture of so much of the African-American popu-
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lation who go without primary and preventive
care and health care coverage in general. But
we are moving forward. And we have an oppor-
tunity now in the next few weeks to send a
message to the country and to the Congress
when you vote in your communities. We want
to keep working forward. We want to keep going
forward. We don’t want to go back. We know
we can make a difference in jobs and crime
and the deficit, and we know we can make
a difference in health care if we’ll stay at the
task.

So I ask you to keep doing what you’re doing,
keep standing for the right things, keep being

a shining symbol of America at its best. I look
forward to being with you and supporting you,
and I am very grateful for the support you’ve
given to me.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:57 p.m. by tele-
phone from the Port Authority Terminal in
Miami, FL, to the association’s centennial celebra-
tion at the National Theatre in Washington, DC.
Karen Mouton was assistant to program producer
Debbie Allen.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Dinner in
Miami, Florida
October 15, 1994

Thank you very much. There’s nothing left
for me to say. [Laughter] You know, Hillary
kind of got into that zone that sometimes you
get into, and she was just hitting on all cylinders.
And I felt very much like I did the first time
I ever gave a public speech as an elected official
over 18 years ago. I went to a Rotary Club
installation banquet in south Arkansas as attor-
ney general. And it was the first time I’d ever
spoken since I’d been elected, and I was nerv-
ous as a cat. There were 500 people there; we
started at 6:30. Everybody got introduced in the
whole crowd, except three people; they went
home mad. [Laughter] And I got introduced
to speak about a quarter to 10. And the only
guy more nervous than me was the guy intro-
ducing me, and he said, ‘‘You know, we could
stop here and have had a nice evening.’’ And
when I heard Hillary hitting her stride, I
thought, we ought to stop here, we’ll have a
nice evening. [Laughter]

Let me say, first, to Hugh and to Carol, thank
you, thank you so much not only for this evening
but for all the days and all the nights that you
have helped to advance the cause of the Demo-
cratic Party and of our administration and all
the things that you have given to your country
out of a genuine desire to make things better
for other people. I thank you so much, and
I’m honored to be here in your home tonight.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here, Senator Daschle, who was here,
and Congresswoman Meek and Congressman
Hastings, Congressman Torricelli, who’s come
all the way from New Jersey, and say how very
glad I am to be here. I want to echo the senti-
ments of my wife about my fine brother-in-
law; I may have a little more to say about that
in a moment. And I want to thank my long-
time friend Bob Graham. You know, I told
somebody not very long ago, someone—I don’t
even know how the conversation came up, but
it got around to the fact that I’d known Bob
Graham a long time. And this person who was
talking to me had not known him a long time
and was marveling about how much money he
had raised as chairman of the Democratic Sen-
ate Campaign Committee. I said, ‘‘Well, it
doesn’t surprise me because he gets more done
than anybody I know, and secondly, he’s had
me at every crossroads in the United States at
these fundraisers.’’ [Laughter]

I was a Governor for a good long while. Some
days I wish I still were—[laughter]—but rarely.
I served with 150 American citizens, men and
women, who were Governors. And I can say
without any qualification that he is one of the
5 ablest people I ever served with as a Governor
out of that 150. But he has a weakness that
I also have, apparently, and that is that on occa-
sion, we’re better doers than we are talkers.
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