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will open unparalleled opportunities to us in the
21st century. This is a good country.

When the delegation came back from Haiti
yesterday, they said that all the Haitian people
had these little signs in Creole, painted, and
the most popular one said simply, ‘‘Thank you,
America.’’ They looked at those young men and
women we sent down there in uniform, and
just by walking around, these young people, our
kids, they make a statement about what’s right
and what’s wrong, what’s good and what’s bad,
what kind of a person it’s worth being, just
by being there and being who they are. And
it is thrilling to other people to see the best
of this country.

And we need not be worried about that if
we just roll up our sleeves and face our chal-
lenges and go on. But what we must be worried
about is wave upon wave upon wave of these
little children who don’t have somebody both
good and strong to look up to, who are so vul-

nerable that their hearts can be turned to stone
by the time they’re 10 or 11 years old. And
when there is a good one, a 5-year-old kid in
difficult circumstances, blooming like a flower
in the desert, knowing that it’s wrong to steal
candy, he actually has his life at risk.

That’s why all of you wanted these prevention
programs. But I am telling you, you’ve got to
go home, and you’ve got to say, ‘‘Okay, I’ll wear
my D.A.R.E. uniform, I’ll do my part, but every
last citizen in this country has got to do more
than look at you and demand that you do some-
thing about crime. We have got to teach our
children and lift them up.’’

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. at the
Albuquerque Convention Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Sylvester Daughtry and John T.
Whetzel, past president and incoming president
of the association.

Remarks on the Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty in Albuquerque
October 17, 1994

I am delighted that Israel and Jordan have
reached agreement on the text of their peace
treaty. Earlier today, I spoke with King Hussein
and Prime Minister Rabin. I congratulated them
on their historic achievement and on their cour-
age and persistence in getting there. I assured
them that the United States will continue to
stand with them in the days ahead and to sup-
port this peace process as we have all along.

These leaders have decided that from now
on they will live in peace as neighbors. They
have decided that they want to be friends. And
their friendship and their peace is clearly wel-
comed by the friends of peace throughout the
world. At a time when hatred and extremism

and threatening behavior still stalk the Middle
East, this is a clear signal that there can be
a different future. This agreement reminds us
that moderation and reason can and will prevail
in the Middle East, that nations can put conflict
behind them, that statesmen can lead people
to peace.

On behalf of the American people, I want
to say a profound word of thanks and congratu-
lations to both King Hussein and Prime Minister
Rabin, and especially to the people of Israel
and the people of Jordan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:42 p.m. at the
Albuquerque Convention Center.

Interview With Mark Riley and Laura Blackburne of WLIB Radio,
New York City
October 18, 1994

Mr. Riley. Mr. President, good morning.
The President. Good morning. How are you?

Mr. Riley. Fine, thank you.
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Ms. Blackburne. Good morning, Mr. Presi-
dent.

Mr. Riley. Thank you so much for being with
us.

The President. I’m glad to do it. It’s nice
to hear your voice.

President’s Visit to New York City
Mr. Riley. Mr. President, you’re coming here

to New York tomorrow to speak to issues per-
taining directly to the economy at a session that
was called by Governor Mario Cuomo. Tell us
a bit about this particular event.

The President. Well, I was invited by the Gov-
ernor to speak there on the Governor’s Leader-
ship Conference on the Future of the Economy,
and I wanted to come and talk about what we
have done so far in the first 2 years of our
administration to try to help bring back the na-
tional economy and the New York economy.

The unemployment rate in New York has
dropped 2 percentage points since I’ve been
President. New businesses are up; the business
failure rate is down about 20 percent. We’re
moving forward. But there are still some signifi-
cant challenges for the New York economy.
There are still people who want jobs who don’t
have them. There are people who are stuck
in jobs who aren’t getting raises. There are still
large numbers of people without health insur-
ance. There are still some barriers to investment
in inner cities and in some of your rural areas,
too.

So what I want to do is talk about the part-
nership that I see unfolding in the next couple
of years, how New York can make the most
of the enterprise zone concept that I’m pushing,
how New York can make the most of the com-
munity development banks that we just created
to make loans to low income people in inner
cities to start their own businesses and to get
investment flowing. I just want to talk about
how we can bring this economy back even more
and how the people who haven’t been touched
by the recovery can be helped.

Community Development and Job Creation
Ms. Blackburne. Mr. President, I wanted to

ask you, many of the people that are in the
WLIB listening area are very much affected by
the fact that jobs are not available to them.
We have people involved in their own entrepre-
neurial efforts who are being frustrated. Part
of it is seen as an unwillingness on the part

of the Republican administration to target jobs
to people in the African-American community.
How would your partnership address that?

The President. It would do that in several
ways. First of all, we’re trying to make the Afri-
can-American community more accessible to
capital to start jobs. One real problem we have
in America is that once areas get high unem-
ployment rates and people leave it, don’t invest
there, it’s almost impossible to get loans to start
businesses and to begin them. Floyd Flake, a
Congressman from Queens, has been particu-
larly active in working to help to set up a new
network of development banks around the coun-
try so that we can get money, capital, into these
areas to start businesses.

If you look at the opportunities for economic
growth within America, inner-city areas and
rural areas, especially those that are heavily mi-
nority populated are a great opportunity for eco-
nomic growth, because unemployment is high
and the potential for consumer demand to grow
is enormous. So the first thing we’ve got to
do is to get some money in there.

The second thing we have to do is to try
to increase direct investment in the form of
infrastructure projects, community development
projects. And one of the things that came out
of the crime bill, for example, was a real com-
mitment to try to put people to work at the
grassroots level in neighborhoods, solving the
problems of the neighborhoods there. And that
will become a short-term boost in a lot of our
cities throughout the country.

Over the long run, what we’ve got to do is
get investment there. And the last thing I want
to point out is that we really worked hard to
increase the capacity of people in the inner cit-
ies to get the training they need to take the
jobs that are opening up. Like New York, for
example, has gained about 102,000 jobs in the
private sector since I’ve been President. In the
previous 4 years, New York lost 500,000 jobs.
So there will still be a lot of people who once
had jobs who don’t now—that’s 300,000 dif-
ferent—but it shows you we’re coming back.
What we’ve got to do is keep the jobs coming
back and also make sure people who are unem-
ployed can get those jobs.

Welfare Reform
Mr. Riley. Mr. President, I wanted to ask

you about one initiative that you put forward
this year, and that’s specifically welfare reform.
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There are a number of poor people and single
mothers in our listening audience who feel de-
monized when the subject of welfare reform
comes up, because it appears as though they
are being stereotyped in terms of not wanting
to work, not wanting to find a job, et cetera,
when it has been the experience of many people
in our community that this is not the case, that
many people on public assistance want des-
perately to find jobs. Tell us how your welfare
reform program would speak to this seeming
demonization of single mothers and the poor.

The President. Well, first of all, let me say
I agree with what you just said. One of the
things that I try to say every time I mention
this issue is that the people who most want
relief from welfare dependency are the people
who are on welfare. I have spent probably more
time with people who are actually on public
assistance rolls—who are mostly, as you know,
young women and their children—than any
President ever has, because I served several
years as a Governor and I did a lot of work
on welfare reform.

What our program would do is to, first of
all, try to do more to empower people to move
from welfare to work through adequate edu-
cation and training and health care and child
care for the children of welfare recipients, so
they can facilitate their move into the workplace.

We also have lowered taxes on workers with
children who work full-time for very modest
wages so they won’t be falling back into poverty,
there won’t be an incentive to go back on wel-
fare if they get a job.

Now, the trick is going to be how to create
enough jobs for people to get them. That is,
once you train people for work and once you
say that after 2 years they have to go to work
if they’re not, then there have to be jobs there
available. And there are only two options: You
either have to have some sort of incentive for
the private sector to hire more people, or people
have to go to work in public jobs, community
service jobs. And we’re working on both. I just
approved—I’ve approved 18 experiments in 18
separate States to try things to put people from
welfare to work. And the State of Oregon has
just gotten permission from our administration
to actually give welfare checks to private em-
ployers as a supplement, and then the employer
puts in some pay over and above that. And
the idea is that the private work force will grow
a lot more because of this extra incentive, and

the welfare recipient will get more money than
would have been the case just drawing the wel-
fare check by going to work.

So we’re doing a lot of things in an experi-
mental way right now to try to make sure we
have the jobs there, because I am convinced
that almost all people on welfare, given the
proper training and knowing that their children
won’t lose their health care coverage, will gladly
choose work over welfare.

President’s Vision
Ms. Blackburne. I agree with that, Mr. Presi-

dent. I wanted to ask another question, a little
broader, moving away directly from the econ-
omy for a moment. You’ve been pretty much
beat up and brutalized as the President. And
many of the great things that you have done
and wanted to do have been sort of made to
appear frivolous and silly. What is it that you
do personally—[inaudible]—your vision of how
you see your Presidency going? How do you
keep your dream alive?

The President. That’s one of the best ques-
tions anybody’s ever asked me. Well, first of
all, I work on it a lot personally. I mean, I
begin each day and I end each day talking with
my wife about where we are and where we’re
going. I pray a lot. And I try to remember
every day I’m here that there are real people
out there I’m trying to help and that there may
be times when a lot of Americans don’t even
know what I’ve done or tried to do because
of the incredible contentious atmosphere in
which public life is conducted today.

But I just try to keep my eyes on my vision
for this country. I want to keep the American
dream alive for every American. I want us to
go into the next century with everybody being
able to compete and win in this global economy.
I want it to be a more peaceful world.

And I know that the economy is in better
shape, that we’re doing things for ordinary
Americans, like family leave and immunizing
children and trying to get investments into poor
areas. I know that this country is a safer and
more secure place because Russian missiles
aren’t pointed at us, and we’re making peace
in Haiti, the Middle East, Northern Ireland.

I know that we’re moving in the right direc-
tion, and I just have to keep that flame alive
inside me. I tell our staff all the time, when
things get really rough around here because of
the politics, that it’s not important every day
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what ordinary Americans think about us, but
it is important what we think about ordinary
Americans every day and that we just keep our
vision alive, and I work on it.

But you asked a good question, and it’s harder
some days than others, but I find that if I really
follow a disciplined effort to just work at the
task every day and to remember the people,
the real Americans that are out there I’m trying
to help, every day is still a joy to go to work.

Ms. Blackburne. That’s great.

Democratic Congressional Support
Mr. Riley. Mr. President, there seems to be

a perception afoot among many in the country
that the Republican Party seems to be more
organized around its agenda than the Democrats
are around theirs. Many of your initiatives, in-
cluding a jobs bill that would have brought some
money to New York, were scuttled in some
measure or to some extent by members of your
own party. Why is that? Why does it appear
to most Americans that the Republicans are or-
ganized, they know what they want, but the
Democrats don’t?

The President. Well, part of it is what they
want to do. Sam Rayburn said, ‘‘Any jackass
can kick down a barn. It takes a carpenter to
build one.’’ [Laughter] So it’s a lot easier to
kick down the barn, you know. They all voted
against my economic program, for example,
which brought the deficit down and brought
the economy back and provided college loans
to 20 million people and Head Start positions
to 200,000 more kids and immunizations to all
the children in this country under the age of
2. I mean, they all voted against it. They just
lined up like robots and said no.

So they, at the end of this session of Con-
gress, they killed campaign finance reform and
political lobby reform and some important envi-
ronmental measures to clean up toxic waste
dumps, for example. They just killed them all
because they didn’t want anybody to be able
to say that they’d done these things. So it’s
easier to say no than to say yes. You can always
find a reason to say no, particularly if you think
it’s politically advantageous.

Now, the Democrats, on the other hand, if
you go back 50 years, the Democratic Party
has always been, particularly in the Congress,
much more diverse. You know, we have very
liberal Democrats; we have very conservative
Democrats. We have Democrats that come from

very rural areas; we have Democrats that come
from the inner city. And when you’re trying
to put together a program to actually do things,
it’s harder to do.

Now having said that, let me just say one
thing in defense of the Democrats in the Con-
gress. We haven’t gotten the figures for this
year, but last year, according to the Congres-
sional Quarterly, which is a nonpartisan research
service, the Democrats in the Congress sup-
ported me more strongly than any President
since Roosevelt, except for one brief period
when President Johnson was passing the civil
rights legislation. And we had a higher rate of
success in passing bills through Congress last
year, even though the stimulus didn’t pass, than
any President except for President Eisenhower
in ’53 and President Johnson in ’65.

So I think that the Congress has gotten a
little bit of a bum rap. If they fail to do some-
thing, it’s news for weeks. If they do something,
it’s news for 30 minutes. So, we actually—if
you look at what we did, we passed an economic
program that reversed trickle-down economics;
we’ve passed major expansions in global trade;
we’ve done an awful lot. I’ve mentioned a few
things, family leave, the motor voter bill, tax
cuts for low income working families. We passed
the Brady bill, and we passed the crime bill
with its ban on assault weapons and juvenile
handgun ownership and prevention programs
and 100,000 more police for our cities, in the
face of bitter, bitter Republican opposition.

So, if you look at the overall record, we’ve
been able to do quite a bit. Do I wish we’d
done more? Yes, I do. Do I hope we’ll do more
next year? I wish—you know, we had another
million Americans lose their health insurance
this year. I want to pass health care reform.
But we’ve done quite a lot, and I think it’s
important to defend the Democrats for hanging
together as much as they have, because they’ve
had to do it in the face of this blistering criti-
cism and people distorting all out of proportion
their positions and what they’ve done. So, I’d
say, like Mr. Rayburn said, it’s easier to kick
down a barn than build one. And we’re the
barn builders, and we’re going to keep trying
to do it.

Haiti
Mr. Riley. Mr. President, thank you so much

for being with us on WLIB this morning. On
behalf of our very large Haitian listening audi-
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ence, I have to say, on a personal note, thank
you for what you did in Haiti.

The President. Well, I am elated so far. Presi-
dent Aristide has done a fine job. And our
young men and women in uniform, some of
whom by the way are Haitian-Americans, have
performed superbly down there. I’m very, very
proud of them.

Looking forward to being with Governor
Cuomo tomorrow and talking about New York’s
future.

Mr. Riley. Okay.

Ms. Blackburne. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Thank you. Goodbye.
Mr. Riley. Thank you. I hope that you can

come by our studio one day.
The President. Thanks.
Mr. Riley. You take care.
The President. Goodbye.

NOTE: The interview began at 9:50 a.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Oval Of-
fice at the White House.

Remarks on the Partnership for a New Generation of Vehicles
October 18, 1994

Thank you very much, Steve, and Bill
Hogland, Tom Denomme, Alex Trotman. Sen-
ator Levin, Senator Riegle, welcome, we’re glad
to have you here today. I want to thank all
those who have worked on this project: Sec-
retary O’Leary, Administrator Browner, Dr.
Mary Good, and Jack Gibbons, our science ad-
viser, and the Vice President.

This is a perfect project for the Vice President
and me to work on: all of his obsession with
the environment and technology and my indis-
criminate love of anything that has anything to
do with automobiles. [Laughter]

I listened to them talking about regenerative
brakes and fuel cells and ultra-capacitators. You
know, there wasn’t a single one of those things
on the three most important cars in my life—
[laughter]—my ’67 Mustang, my ’63 Buick Le
Sabre, and my ’52 Henry J. I could fix every-
thing on those cars, except when the hydraulic
brakes went out on the Henry J. Then I just
shifted down into first gear and ran into the
curb. [Laughter] But I’m going to have to learn
all this all over again.

When I realized what we were asking the
auto companies and the UAW to do in devel-
oping this vehicle that would triple fuel mileage,
it reminded me of this old Chinese proverb
about a businessman who goes to an oracle and
says he’s got a terrible problem. His abacus
counters can’t keep up with the workload, and
he can’t afford to hire any more of them. So
the oracle says, ‘‘Well, it’s simple. You should
just have each abacus counter grow another fin-

ger on each hand.’’ And the businessman said,
‘‘That’s a wonderful suggestion. How do I get
them to do that?’’ The oracle said, ‘‘Don’t ask
me. I only make policy. It’s your job to imple-
ment it.’’ That’s the way the Government’s been
talking to the auto industry for years. [Laughter]

But you saw these prototypes over there, cars
that weigh 1,400 pounds, 2,000 pounds, cars
that can get up to 100 miles a gallon—not com-
mercially viable yet, still a lot of technical prob-
lems, but people are working together and doing
something remarkable.

I have to tell you, the reason I believed this
would work—basically, there were two. One is,
as Bill said or maybe it was Tom, one of them
said, we have to do this. We simply don’t have
an option. If you look at what’s happening to
greenhouse gas emissions, if you look at what’s
going to happen to automobile growth through-
out the world, we have to do it. And normally
when free people with a lot of energy and intel-
ligence have to do something, they figure out
how to do it.

The second reason I believed it would happen
is because of what the automobile industry has
already done in the last few years. You know,
1994 marks the first time since 1979 when
American auto companies will sell more cars
anywhere in the world than Japanese cars. We
are literally back to number one in sales for
the first time in 15 years. If you look at how
it’s been done, there has been a remarkable
partnership, a partnership which we have tried
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